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ission accom- 
plished for 
Australia. 


‘The Under 23s team have 
qualified for the Men's 
Football Tournament at the 
2004 Olympic Games in 
Athens after securing a 1-1 
draw in New Zealand in the 
play-off second leg last Friday 
night. 

The Olyroos went into the’ 
match in Auckland with a two 
goal advantage, after late 
strikes from Jon McKain and 
Ahmad Eltich ended the brave 
resistance of the All Whites on 
Australia Day. — Marconi 
Stallions midfielder Nick 
Carle was rewarded for his 
influential display off the 
bench with-a'role in the start- 
ing line up. 

But after a scoreless first 
half in the decider, in which 
both sides spurned opportuni- 
ties, it was the home side that 
opened their account through 
Adelaide based striker Shane 
Smeltz, to give coach Frank 
Farina and the Australian team 
a few headaches. 

However, substitute Ryan 
Griffiths came to the rescue 
for the favourites with a 
priceless away goal twenty 


salam Ne Tooking 0 build on this effort nothing short of sensational. 
The task for New Zealand : oes i 
pa ae with a number of friendlies”  Brizil, the current world 
became anced Uae anned inthe lead t hhampions at under 17s, youth 
— they needed to score a fur- P eee Ee ean so 


With the 2003-04 National and senior level, and boasting 
Soccer League season drawing future stars of the game Diego 
toa conclusion, these matches and Robinho in the Under 238 
will be of critical importance. team, have failed to qualify for 

This group of players will the sixteen team tournament 
have the expectations of a — aftera final round robin loss to 
nation behind them; and they Paraguay propelled that nation 
will be under pressure to qual- into second place and towards 
ify for the quarter final stage, Athens. : 
something the Olyroos have 


ther three times in the final 
quarter to overcome the 
Olyroos.. 

Ricki Herbert adopted an 
ultra-attacking frame of mind 
for the match, commiting up to 
four players in attack, a stark 


Jones was left up fronton his 


Bret riSkrs 


ATHENS HERE WE COME™ 


GST INCLUSIVE 


‘As Farina and Milicevie hit 
back at the media for their 
descriptions of the team, 
Brazil coach Ricardo Gomes™ + 
was bracing himself for a tor- 
rent of abuse from the media in 
his own country, His players 
were accused of expecting an 
easy passage and lacking com- 
mitment, 

Even Argentina coach 
Marcelo Bielsa received 
mixed messages from journal- 
ists despite topping the group 
without the services of 
European based players Javier 
Sayiola and Andres: 
D'Alessandro. 

‘The final stage of qualify- 
ing in North and Central 
America began on Friday, with 
the final to be played next 
Monday. 

Elsewhere, Egypt (who fin- 
ished third at the World Youth 
Championships in 2001), are 
languishing at-the bottom of 
their qualifying group, while 
reigning Olympic champions 
Cameroon look set to defend 
their crown in Athens. 

The CAF. qualifiers will 
conclude in March, while the 
final round in Asia will take 
place between March and 
May. 

The European Under-21 
Championships. will serve a 
double purpose, with the top 
three teams from this tourna- 
ment ~ qualifying for the 
Olympic Games. 

Germany, Italy and Portugal 
are the favourites. 

‘The Men's Football tourna- 
ment will take place between ~~ 
August 11 and 28, with 
Athens, + Thessaloniki, 
Heraklio, Patras and Volos 
hosting matches. 


i le 
own. not done in the past two 


On Friday night, he played 
a part in the first meaningful 
incident, when he was able to 
set up fellow. striker Brent 
Fisher. The Northern Spirit 
player rushed his shot when he 


© ers for the final tournament. 


Defender Ljubo Milicevic, |  sheringham for the APL? 
who missed the away lez due | @ Sydney United's Summer 


ment was certainly evident at team leading into 2006.” play, and Farina and co. willbe from South America has been 
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Pm Aussie midfielder 
Mark Bresciano is set to stay 
at the Serie A club despite 
attracting interest from 
Blackburn Rovers. 

Blackburn are reported to 
have tabled an offer for the 
international as Graeme 
Souness seeks to bolster his 
squad. 

‘The Scotsman is determined 
to add to his midfield options 
having lost David Thompson 
and Barry Ferguson to serious 
injuries and had set his sights on 
Bresciano. 

Parma face a fight to keep 
hold of all their top stars follow- 


aussiesabroad 


BY DANIEL KUZIOW 


never have imagined it coming 
to this. People all have their the- 
ories on what’s gone wrong and 
why but it’s not for me to blame 
anybody. 

“T just feel for the players and 
supporters because I had a lot of, 
great years there with plenty of 
happy memories. My best mate 
Michael Bridges is still there 
and I’m also close to Ian Harte 


Marco Bresciano: Will stay with Serie A side Parma 
despite sparking interest from Blackburn Rovers. 


ing the financial worries of their 
main backer Parmalat, but they 
have rejected all bids for 
Bresciano. 

‘The 23-year-old has rejected 
the chance to jump ship along 
with team-mate Benito Carbone 
and pledged his future to the 
Serie A outfit, according to 
coach Cesare Prandelli. 

“{ want to underline their 
gesture,” said Prandelli. “I told 
all of the players that they could 
leave if that is what they want- 
ed. 

“Yet Carbone and Bresciano 
have decided to stay and give us 
a helping hand despite interest- 
ing offers from England.” 


oooe 


mer Leeds favourite Harry 
Kewell has revealed his tor- 
ment at seeing his former club 
dive towards administration and 
relegation. 

Kewell told an Australian 
newspaper: “If they can get 
themselves a financial lifeline 1 
feel confident the boys will pull 
together and stay up. 

“Tt makes me sad to see the 
state the club is in. You could 


and Alan Smith and, of course, 
want to see them do well. 

They have to learn how to 
believe in themselves again and 
if anybody can keep Leeds in 
the Premiership it’s Eddie Gray. 

“T believe he can motivate the 
players and get them going 
again. He has the respect of 
everybody around the place.” 

Meanwhile Kewell has 
expressed hi desire to emulate 
the FA Cup feats of another 
Aussie, former Liverpool leg- 
end Craig Johnson. 

Johnston, who was born in 
South Africa but brought up in 
Australia before embarking ona 


“successful football career in 


England, famously scored in 
Liverpool’s 1986 FA Cup Final 
victory over Everton and 
Kewell admits he’d love to) do 
likewise. 

He told the official Liverpool 
website: “Craig was a brilliant 
player for Liverpool, one of my 
‘boy-hood heroes. I used to love 
watching him play. It would be 
brilliant to follow in his foot- 
steps and win the FA Cup.” 


ooo 
ustralian duo Gareth Edds 
and Paul Reid are looking 


fora new club after being hand- 
ed free transfers by Bradford 
boss Bryan Robson. 

Reid’s first-team appearances 
have been restricted by injury 
and loss of form since scoring 
twice against Norwich on his 
debut last season. 

Edds, who joined on a free 
transfer from Swindon at the 
start of the campaign, was a reg- 
ular under former boss Nicky 
Law but has failed to impress 
Robson. 

‘The pair now follow in the 
footsteps of Luke Cornwall, 


Aaron O'Malley, — Rob 
Wolleaston and _Patrick 
Bannister who were also told by 
Robson they no longer had a 
future at the club. 

ooo 


leltic boss Martin O'Neill is 

Tunning the rule over two 
trialists in the way of Australian 
goalkeeper Danny Milosevic 
and American striker Jamil 
Walker. 

Milosevic, 25, was released 
by Leeds while former San Jose 
Earthquakes frontman Walker, 
22, is looking for a big chance 
in Britain. 

“Both lads are-here for a few 
days’ training and we'll obvi- 
ously have a proper look at 
them before deciding anything,” 
O'Neill said. 


Oooo 


eeds United midfielder- 

(irik Bakke is hoping Mark 
Viduka will stay at Elland Road 
and help the club stave off the 
threat of relegation. 

The Australian striker has 
been linked with a move to 
Manchester United once the 
transfer window opens, but 
Norwegian Bakke is hopeful 
that he will stay with the 
Whites. = 

“Of course we hope Mark 
stays, but we are used to this 
speculation as to whether he is 
staying or going,” Bakke told 
Pink Football 

“Mark is an important player 

to us, but then we've had play- 
ers go in the past and we've 
coped. 
“| want him to stay and I’ve 
told him that many times. All 
the boys want him to stay and he 
wants to stay, but we will see 
what happens. 

“He kept us in the 
Premiership last season and 
hopefully he can do that again 
this season. 

“He has been playing well 
recently. He is a big lad who 


holds the ball well, and hopeful- 


ly he can get a few more goals 


for us.” 
oOoe 


jardiff City boss Lennie 

Lawrence says he is close 
to tying defender Tony Vidmar 
to the club for another year. 

However, the Welsh outfit 
have revealed that reports by the 
player's agent that a deal is done 
and dusted are premature. Garry 
‘Thorburn, the Australian inter- 
national’s representative, 
claimed last Wednesday that a 
deal had been agreed but The 
Bluebirds’ boss says the ex- 
Rangers man had yet to be 
signed up for next season and 
took a swipe at Thornburn for 
leaking the news. 

“We are trying to extend 
Tony’s contract,” Lawrence told 
planetfootball.com. 

“Td rather have kept this 
quiet but information leaking 
happens in football.” 

We're close to agreeing a 
new contract. It’s just a matter 
of sorting out one or two little 
details. “We are offering Tony 
another year. He has been excel- 
lent for us this season.” 

Vidmar also confirmed that 
he was in the process of negoti- 
ating a new contract with the 
Bluebirds and told 
teamtalk.com; “I’m currently in 
the process of agreeing a new 
contract,” 

“There are a few details to be 
sorted out, but everything 
should be agreed in the next few 
days. [ have enjoyed playing for 


a club with huge ambition like ~ 


Cardiff. 

“Few people realise just,how 
far Cardiff City could go and 
T’ve certainly enjoyed Head a 


anny Tiatto’s Manchester 
City comeback suffered 
another blow when he lasted 
only 17 minutes of a reserve 


Southern Star 

Sharks 4 
State League 
Division Two 


game yesterday. 

The Australian, who is look- 
ing for a new contract when his 
curreiit deal ends in the'summer, 
has made just three first-team 
Starts this season. 

Tiatto had not played since 
November before making a sub- 
stitute’s appearance against; 
Blackburn earlier this month, 
having seemingly shaken off a 
hamstring problem. 

But as City’s reserves beat 
Sunderland 3-0, Tiatto limped 
off. 


Tony Vidmar: Set to be 

offered a new deal with 

Division One side Cardift 
City. 
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Danny Milosevic: Currently on trail with Scottish giants Celtic. 
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PLAYER OF THE YEAR CONTEST HEATS eanacmexa 


season for many of the 

National League players 
from their respective clubs 
this year as the new season 
with its re-vamped set-up 
takes poll position for next 
season, 

ABSW as always, have run a 
‘Player of the Year” competi- 
tion and with less than four 
rounds remaining, six players 
haye emerged as favourites to 
claim the plaudits for being the 
best player in the NSL. 

Nominees so far that have 
teach ABSW’s offices thanks to 


I: been a rather testing 


the assistance by our come- 
spondents from across the 
nation are as follows. 

Parramatta Power's star 
striker Ante Milicic, creative 
Parramatta midfielder Simon 
Colosimo, Glory’s new-found 
attacker Nick Mrdja, South 
Melbourne’s long serving 
striker Vaughan Coveny, 
Wollongong Wolves’ Nigerian 
goal machine — Chima 
Nwaogazi and finally former 
Socceroo and current Perth 
defender Shaun Murphy have 
emerged as possible candidates 
for ABSW’s top honour. 


Mt Pritchard Federation Soccer are 


looking for more players, we are in 
Division One and also the 
Continental Cup which starts on the 
14th February. 


For more information 
please contact. 


Lyn Lock on 9607 2156 or 
0414 413 526 or Greg Ryan 
0417 658 658 


STOP PRESS 


Join the 
SUPER SOCCER TEAM 
for all the LIVE soccer 
Action! 
All Marconi’s home games 
broadcast LIVE from 
Marconi Stadium 


All this plus more 


89.3FM 2GLF 


‘The winner will-be printed 
at the conclusioh of the NSL 
season (2nd March). 


If you have any thoughts as 
to who should win this year’s 
ABSW Player of the Year send 


language.com. 


your ideas to absw@foreign- 


Rod Woods 


Te Australian Soccer Fraternity 
is deeply saddened by the passing 
away of long-time soccer admin- 
istrator and Australian Soccer Hall of 
Fame member Mr Rod Woods. 

Born in Sydney, Rod began playing 
with the Gladesyille Methodist club and 
had a stint with State League club Sydney 
St George before moving to South 
‘Turramurra in 1964. 

He became actively involved in admin- 
istration of the game with the Kissing 
Point Soccer Club as a coach and referee, 
before eventually becoming president in 
1976. 

Following his involvement at ‘club 
level, Rod moved onto the Ku-Ring-Gai 
District Soccer Association and was elect- 
ed as the assSciation secretary in 1978, a 
position he held until 1989. 

In addition to his regional position, Rod 
also held the position as assistant secretary 
at Sydney Branch and later the honorary 
secretary of the NSW Amateur Soccer 
Federation from. 1979-1983 which also 
included the role of state competition sec- 
retary. 

He also served as secretary of the 
national junior council of the Australian 
Soccer Federation from 1979-1989. 

During this period, Rod also held the 
position as the gear steward of the 
Australian Soccer team from 1983 to 
1991, where he was affectionately known 
as ‘Barney’. 

Rod was honoured for his services to 
the game with life-membership of the 
NSW Amateur Soccer Federation in 1983 
and was inducted into.the Australia Soccer 
Hall of Fame in 2002. 

Rod was appointed to the position of 
competition secretary at the then NSW 


RYDE CITY 


SOCCER CLU 


OPER LEACue 


=: NTT it 
The late Rod Woods 
Soccer Federation on the 2nd of January 
1992 and was later in charge of special 
projects until his retirement in October 
2000. Rod was also a key figure at the 
Sydney 2000 Olympic Games Football 
Tournament as a field of play volunteer. 

Over his nine-year tenure, Rod helped 
the federation move through some very 
exciting changes and was a great support- 
er of the unification between the NSW 
Soccer Federation and NSW Amateur 
Soccer Federation. Rod was a great friend 
and mentor to many and will be sorely 
missed, i 

» Rod is survived by his wife Judy, broth- 
er Greg, son Alan, daughters Amanda and 
Peta and grandchildren Brioney, Matthew, 
Karlee, Megan, Tonia and Bryce. 

The funeral service was held last 
Saturday where a number of high profile 
personalities and family members attend- 
ed to pay their respects on the late Rod 
Woods. 


The entire staff at ABSW would like to 
pass on its deepest sympathies to the 
Woods family. 


ABSW ($) 


LIONS FC. 


(Formerly known as Concord F.C.) 


PLAYERS 


WANTED 


NSW Federation 
Division One 


The above Club is seeking quality 
NON-amateur players to play in 
the upcoming Winter Season. 


For further details, please 
contact Aydin Cetinay 
(Coach) 


A.P.LA. Leichhardt Tigers 
Football Club Inc, 


UNDER 10 AGE 
GROUP ONLY 


The above club is seeking above . 
average and ambitious players to 
~ participate in their U10 squad for 
Season 2004, - 
Players with dedication and qualities to 
constantly improve will be given the 
opportunity at U12 to be promoted as a 
member of the club’s elite 
U13 Premier Youth-League Squad. 


For all enquiries please telephone 


0402 306 666 


Coming to Wollongong 12 to 24 April as : 
Easter School Holidays 


WIN IT LIKE BECKHAM! 


Wouldn't you like to join the team that helped 

Train DAVID BECKHAM ! & a chance to win the 

Skills test as BECKHAM did in the UK!! 

Unique soccer theme park equipment 

UEFA / FA Qualified BCSS coaching staff from the UK 


Venue: Berkeley Sports Club, Wilkinson Street 


2004 SEASON 


Training every Tuesday and Thursday 
Require First Grade Goalkeeper 
‘Some playing positions available for first grade 
players and U/20s with first grade potential. 


Contact Jim Harte 


0417 332 001 


(off Northcliff Drive) Berkeley 2 mins off freeway 
Registration dates 7-14-21 Feb 04, 


9amtoipm _ 


At the club sports field, (limited numbers) 
Clinics to be held: 9am to ipm & 2pm to 6pm, 
Each group 4 hrs per day x 3 days = 12 hrs 

Age 4-16 plus Goalkeepers, each pupil will 
Receive a: BCSS certificate, cap, t-shirt, boot bag 
Drinks bottie. Cost $120 per pupil payable at~ 


Registration day. 


Contact Chris on 0419 483 970 or web site at 
www.bobbycharltonsoccerschool.com 
A English Premier League scout present at all clinics !! 
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Oceania Olympic — 
Games Qualifiers 2004 


CARLE DAZZLES KIWIS ; 


By Peter Damalas 


ustralia’s Under 23s 

team demonstrated a 

great deal of patience as 
they carved out a 2-0 win over 
New Zealand in the Olympic 
Games qualifying first leg at 
Parramatta Stadium = on 
Monday evening. 

A combination of defensive 
solidity from the All Whites, the 
woodwork, two penalty appeals 
turned down, and lack of penetra- 
tion in the first half especially 
kept the fixture scoreless heading 
into the final fifteen minutes. 

But two goals from first half 
Substitute Jonathan McKain and 
Abmad Elrich settled the nerves 
of the Olyroos, and the 7,000 
strong crowd on Australia Day. 

‘While offering little in terms of 
forward running, New Zealand 
were happy to spoil the celebra- 
tions, placing up to ten players 
behind the ball and pressing 
Australia’s midfielders often dou- 
bling up on the flanks, 

The passion of this trans- 
‘Tasman rivalry was apparent from, 
the onset, the All Whites particu- 
larly aggressive in their pre- 
dictably __counter-attacking 
formation. Largely untested so far 
in qualifying, the Olyroos had a 


GRIFFITHS GOAL 


y Peter Damalas 


espite the best efforts of 
D= New Zealand team to 

overturn a two goal 
deficit, the Australian Under 23s 
team haye qualified for the final 
tournament at the Olympic 
Games in Greece later this year, 

After falling behind early in the 
second half, a goal from Ryan 
Griffiths settled their nerves and 
decided the tie, sending the 
Australians down the path towards 
Olympic representation. 

‘The Olyroos entered the play-off 
second leg in Auckland in semi con- 
fident mood after two late goals 
from Jon MéKain and Ahmad 
Eltich gave them a priceless victory 
at home last Monday. 

Coach Frank Farina was cautious 
in the lead up to the match, insisting 
that the All Whites would prove a 
challenge as they sought to score 
the three goals that would grant 
them qualification from Oceania. 

As expected, New Zealand coach 
Ricki Herbert arranged his players 
in an attacking formation, with 
Northern Spirit's Brent Fisher 
pushed up front alongside power- 

house Neil Jones, from his first leg 
position in midfield. ‘ 

Wide player Leo Bertos was also 


significant obstacle before them, 
and they experienced difficulties 
in getting into promising positions 
and testing goalkeeper Glen 
Moss. 

Australian coach Frank Farina 
certainly did not mince his words 
in the press conference after the 
match, describing the first twenty 
minutes as “crap.” 

With little space in the middle, 
captain Ljubo Milicevie was 
asked to instigate moves from the 
back, but he lasted a mere sixteen 
minutes, limping off the field due 
to-a groin injury. 

McKain was slotted in beside 
David Tarka in the heart of the 
defence, but the team were to miss 
the inspirational skipper. 

Striker Dylan Macallister was 
involved in the first three goal- 
mouth incidents within an eight 
minute period midway through 
the first half, His 

first opportunity, a header, 
found the side netting after he was 
picked out by the outstanding 
Luke Wilkshire on the far post. 
Minutes later, it appeared that 
Macalister was pulled down 
inside the ‘penalty area, before 
another header from a Holman lob 
failed to find the back of the net. 

Next it was Alex Brosque’s 
turn to be denied. He had an 


set to play a pivotal role with his 
speed and crosses from the right 
flank. 

The match started in predictable 
fashion, the New Zealanders push- 
ing men forward as they tried to 


capitalise on home ground advan- 


tage. 

‘They had faced elimination earli- 
er in the tournament when they 
were 2-0 down against Vanuatu, and 
had managed to stage a comeback 
and win 3-2, despite protests from 
the Vanuatu players and officials 
over an offside decision made late 
in the match. 

Neither side could find a way 
through in the first half- both teams 
were guilty of missing a number of 
opportunities. 

On the half hour, Marconi star 
Alex Brosque came close to scoring 
a valuable away goal when he was 
put through by livewire striker Brett 
Holman. His shot eluded the clutch- 
es of the advancing goalkeeper Glen 
Moss, but ended up wide of the left 
hand post. 

Fellow Stallions player Nick 
Carle, who was rewarded for his 
important contribution to the first 
leg with a starting berth in this fix- 
ture, was instrumental in Australia’s 
attacks, running forward from déep 
positions with purpose, and display- 


opportunity snuffed out by Moss 
on 31 minutes, and his looping 
header moments later eluded the 
goalkeeper but not the crossbar. 
- Froma Wilkshire comer on the 
right, a header from Shane 
Cansdell-Sherriff again came off 
the crossbar unluckily for 
Australia, while Brett Holman 
was denied a penalty by the refer- 
ee after another pull-down in the 
area. 

New Zealand were grateful to 
hear the half-time whistle as it 
gave them an opportunity to 


Tegroup. 

‘The second half exploded into 
life when a long range piledriver 
from Tarka was parried away by 
Moss, in a statement of 
Australia’s intentions for the sec- 
ond half, 

The Sydney Olympic reserve 
came to the rescue twice, saving 
from Holman and Wilkshire in 
what was the best chance of the 
match, After doing the hard work, 
Moss almost gave the Australians 
the lead when his clearance was 
directed at Elrich, who missed the 
target with his first time shot. 

Farina’s decision to introduce 
Nick Carle with thirty miftutes 
remaining proved to be a master- 
stroke, The Marconi midfielder 
made an immediate impact, trou- 


Jonathan McKain of Australia 
celebrates after his goal during the 2004 
Oceania Men's Olympic Qualifying Playoff 
match between Australia and New Zealand. 


bling: the tiring New Zealand 
defence with his quick feet and 
accurate short passing game. His 
pfesence in the attacking third, 
and the tireless work of stan 

captain Wilkshire, allowed 
Brosque to move into a more cen- 
tral role with Cansdell-Sherriff 
becoming more involved on the 


Sts goal 
that the vocal 
supporters 
had been 

m waiting for 
finally 
arrived in the 

‘71th mim 

Wilkshire’s 
comer from 
the left was 
not cleared 
adequately, 
Holman 
shooting at 
goal before 
McKain 
stabbed the 
ball home 
from close 
range. 

The home 
side contin- 
ued to press 
into the dan- 
ger zone as 

they went in searchfor a clinching 
second goal. 

A cut back from the byline 
from Cansdell-Stferriff eluded the 
boot of Nick Carle, whose vision 
and skill made all the difference in 
the second half. 

Tt wasn’t long before Australia 
doubled their lead, however. 


Winger Ahmad Elrich scored the 
second on 84 minutes. Holman 
took a quick throw from the right 
touchline téwards Carle, .who 
passed infield to Elrich, the finish | 
deadly, 

The second goal epitomised the 
patience exhibited by the whole 
team in this match. Inspired by 
Wilkshire and Valeri, the Olyroos 
played in their opponents, half for 
almost the entire 90 minutes, and 
Elrich proved his worth with the 
goal after a less than spectacular 
performance. 

In fact, there was even time for 
Carle to strike the crossbar with a 
ferocious free kick from the edge 
of the area, 

Farina acknowledged that the 
importance of persistance and 
willpower in the Team’s fortunes. 

“Mental strength is the most 
important thing in- international 
football. I thought the players 
handled themselves well, they 
stuck to their task,” he said. 

New Zealand counterpart, 
Ricki Herbert said that a number 
of his players have the qualities 
needed to succeed beyond the 
Under 23s level. 


HALTS NEW ZEALAND COMEBACK 


ing some lovely touches to set up 
the wide men. 

Brent Fisher had the opportunity 
to strike for the All Whites after an 
assist by Neil Jones, but he too was 
denied. 

‘The Australian defence, which 
had coped rather comfortably in the 
first leg despite the substitution of 
inspirational captain Ljubo 
Milicevic due to a groin injury, were 
under more pressure in “Auckland. 
The centre half pairing of Jon 
McKain and David Tarka were 
stretched at times during this match, 
and they lacked their usual compo- 
sure. 

‘The marking inside the box was 
rather poor in the lead up to New 
Zealand’s goal. 

Bertos profited from an error vy 
left-back Shane Cansdell Sherriff to 
send a deep outswinging cross 
towards the far post, where 
Adelaide based striker Shane 
‘Smeltz, was on hand to volley home. 
Goalkeeper Eugene Galegovic got a 
hand onto the ball but was unable to 
prevent it from crossing the line. 

At 1-0 up, Ricki Herbert’s men 
could sense another dramatic stay of 
execution, and they continued to 
push forward as Australia made 
errors attempting to play the ball out 
of defence, 
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Once again the Bertos-Smeltz 
combination threatened to double 
the score, possibly sending the 
match into extra time. Bertos, cross 
was met with a powerful downward 
header by Smeltz, but just when it 
looked like going in, it somehow 
bounced and flew over the bar. 

was a huge let off for the 
Australian team, and the home side 
were made to pay for the miss on 71 


minutes. - 

Newcastle  United’s Ryan 
Griffiths, who came on for Brosque, 
was on the receiving end of a pre- 
cise cross field ball from Ahmad 
Eirich. The speedster did well to 
control the ball and hold off a 
defender to slot the ball between 
Moss, legs and into the back of the 
net. 

‘The goal sparked celebrations on 
a ace: 


“All stations to Athens via Auckland” — as Ryan Griffiths 
celebrates his goal in New Zealand. 


the Australian bench, as the All 
‘Whites nowhad to score a further 
three times in under twenty minutes 
to snatch the tie. The 1-1 scoreline 
made extra timean impossibility. 

With a place in Athens now 
secure, Australia looked to put the 
icing on the cake with a late winner. 
Griffiths and Dylan Macallister 
(who came off the bench) came 
close in the dying stages, but the 
match ended one goal-apiece. 

For Farina and his team, itewas 
mission accomplished- they had 
done’ enough in the second leg to 
‘overcome a spirited All Whites out- 
fit and qualify for the Olympic 
Games once again. 

Goalscoring hero Ryan Griffiths 
described what was going through 
his mind when New Zealand scored 
first. 

[vas slip on tHe benchiwhen 
they scored and it was the worst 
feeling. I felt sick in the stomach. 

“To go on and score what proved 
to be the goal which was as good as 
a winning goal was a great feeling,” 
Griffiths said. 


‘ational League side Adelaide United 
are being linked with Portsmouth and 
former England striker Teddy 

Sheringham it was reported to the media last 

week, 

United president Basil Scarsella, who has 
already travelled to England this season, admit- 
ted that the club is seeking @ major winter sign- 
ing to boost their record gates even further next 
season. 

“He would need to be clearly better than 
what we have in Adelaide,” Scarsella told The 
‘Advertiser. “I'm sure our fans would respond to 
someone like that but he would certainly need 
to have two or three years left in him.” 
Sheringham is off contract at the end of the sea- 
son and has indicated this could be his lastin the 
Premiership. 

‘The former Spurs man has stated that he 
would like to finish off his career in Asia, but 
with the large English following in the land 
down-under, a move would there looks almost 
certain, 

Adelaide this year have been one of the finds 
of the season and have made a huge impact on 
the NSL. 

Arsenal’s Ray Parlour and Newcastle's 
Welsh midfielder Gary Speed are coming to the 
end of their high profile European careers and 
are the type of players that would make ideal 
transfer target’s to boost the profile of the new 
league. 

Tr’s a tried and tested formula, The Asian 
league’s used it to perfection - whereby a league 
will lure distinguished players who aren’t quite 
at the end of their careers to come to the coun- 
try to boost crowds: and make it easier to mar- 
ket. 

‘The plan of luring stars to our shores has 
taken a snag though especially when former 


Teddy ‘Sheciandea for Adelaide? 


Italian international Nicola Berti ventured to the 
Northern Spirit. 

By far the most successful import ever to 
come to Australia in the past couple of seasons 
has been Parramatta Power's attacking star 
Fernando Rech. 

But there is also a host of Aussie talent that 
could make the move back home. 

Birmingham’s Aussie winger Stan Lazaridis 
will be 34 this year and could be enticed home. 

Danny Tiato has been told by Manchester 
City that he is free to negotiate with interested 
clubs and John Aloisi has already said that he 
would love to come back to Adelaide to play 
with his brother. 

Meanwhile, Parramatta Power star Ahmad 
Elrich has turned down two offers from 
Switzerland but has stated his intent to stay on 
with the Power for the end of the NSL season. 

Elrich has been a stand-out for the current 
Olyroo squad and has played a key role and 
could play a vital part in Farina’s Socceroo 
squad. 


~MARCON 


WANT TO BE PART OF 
NEW LEAGUE 


he majority of potential scenarios. 
Sydney Olympic Members were informed 
Football Club mem- about three proposed options 


bers supported the view 
of applying for a place in 
the New Soccer League 
competition being devised 
by the Australian 
Soccer Association 
{ASA] at an open mem- 
ber’s forum meeting held 
at the Great Alexander 
Club, Marrickville last 
Sunday. 

The Board of 
Sydney Olympic 
FC, headed by 
President 


prepared by the Board, 
including joining the New 
League, fallback option in an 
alternative League or com- 
mercial opportunities such as 
joint-partnerships. 

Members were provided 
‘an opportunity to ask specif- 
ic questions about their 
views on the future of 

Sydney Olympic with most 
indicating reform 
was needed to 
nets) ensure the Club 

+ . prospered in the 
= Lowy era and a 
i determination 
to be part of the 
new competition... 

‘The majority of mem- 
bers indicated to the Board a 
view or a commercial man- 
date to exhaust all options to 


discussion 


mid-morning 
with members about the 
detailed findings and recom- 
mendations of the NSL 


‘Taskforce Report, be part of the New 
A panel of Stephen League scheduled to begin as 
Kamper, Theo Fotopoulos, early as November 2004 or 


February/March 2005, 

The Board will report 
back to all Members as soon 
as ASA release a prospectus 
about the New League 


SOFC Operations Manager 
and Nick Grivas SOFC 
Operations Executive stated 
the background of the 
Taskforce and outline three 


at the Marconi Stadium 


Saturday February 7 


Main Game Kick-Off 7.30pm 


including a Business Plan and benefits to participating 
that would indicate the main _ Clubs by February 28. 
commercial revenue streams 


transfer window 
had shut for the 
Jast time this season came 
the news. that Sydney 
United parted company: 
with five of its players. 
Veteran striker Sean 
Babic, defender Michael 
Santalab and promising 
youngsters Tolgay Oxbey,, 
Milan Bosnar and George 
Nohra’ have all been — 
released by Grant Lee 
according to the. Australian 
Soveer Association web- 


Youth League (Marconi v AIS KO rai 


Gates Open 4.30pm 


Marconi Stadium 


Jean Paul De Marigny 
(Manager) 


Chris Jackson 
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arramatta Power 
‘overcame some ner- 
yous moments in 


defence to ont-gun a gal- 
lant Wollongong Wolves 
4-3 in an entertaining 
mateh at Parramatta 
Stadium tonight, 

The Power conceded 
three goals through mistakes: 
but was saved by some 
enterprising attack and a 
candidate for “goal of the 
season” by Man of the 
Match Andre Gumprecht, 

Power coach Nick 
Theodorakopoulos reinstat- 
ed striker Saso Petrovski and 
also introduced Alvin 
Ceccoli and Michael 
Beauchamp in three changes 
to the side that defeated the 
Melbourne Knights 3-1 last 
weekend, 

Ceccoli slotted back into 
the sweepers role at the 
expense of Matt Thompson, 
Petrovski came in for the 
suspended Simon Colosimo 
with Fernando Rech moving 
back into midfield and 
Beauchamp replaced Jacek 
Sobezyk, who was retained 
on the bench, 

Parramatta had the first 


By Richard Kreider 


oD hice is back! 
Champion —_net- 
buster Damian 
Mori celebrated his return to 
the Perth Glory starting line~ 
up for the first time since late 
December last year by secur- 
ing a superb first-half double 
against his former club 
Adelaide United at Member's 
Equity Stadium —_last 
Saturday, 

Headed goals are sparse 
enough from the National 
Soccer Leagues’ all-time 
goalscorer, so to score two is 
doubly special. And the goals 
themselves were undeniably 
special, despite being converted 
in almost identical cireum- 
stances, 

The 2-0 victory also consoli- 
dated Glory’s six-point buffer at 

“the top of the table with five 
fixtures remaining, four of 
which are at home, 

“During the week, I got my 
best score on the golf course for 
three years, so it was already 
Jooking up for me,” quipped 
Mari, who received a plaque 
prior to kick-off in honour of 
his 400 NSL games - 100 of 
“which have been for the Perth 
club, 


ee 


opportunity of the game 
when a quick one-two 
between Rech and Peter 
Zorbas opened a slight open- 
ing for Ante Milicic whose 
‘went over the crossbar in the 
3rd minute. 

Less than a minute later 
the Wolves took the lead 
when former Socceroo Jason 
Van Blerk chipped Clint 
Bolton with a delicate shot 
from the edge of the penalty 
area, 

Power had a chance to hit 
back in the 9th minute when 
Milicic again found space 
but his shot was blocked by 
the feet of stand-in Wolves 
goalkeeper Steven Angeloy, 
who was replacing the 
injured Andrew Crews. 

Milicic was not to be 
denied a third time when he 
‘was on the end of a sweep- 
ing move to equalise in the 
16th minute with a goal that 
had a tinge of luck about it. 

Lucas Pantelis, 
Gumprecht, Rech and 
Petroyski were all involved 
with Pantelis over-running a 
cross that fell straight at the 
feet of Milicic, who only had 
to sidefoot the ball home 


‘Though he expressed satis- 
faction in securing the points, 
Glory coach Mich d’Avray 
wasn't entirely satisfied with 
the performance of his charges. 

“Maybe we get spoiled 
expecting good performances 
week in, week out, but it does- 
n’talways happen,” he said, 

“T don't think the intensity 
‘was there over the ninety min- 
tutes, We played well in spells 
‘but gave away the ball too 
much, especially in the second 
falf”™ 


Adelaide boss John Kosmina 
was understandably miffed by 
the result and attributes the 
defeat to among other things, 
his side’s deficiency in intesti- 
nal fortitude. 

“We had a lot of possession 
but just weren't positive 
enough,” he said. “Our mental 
attitude, especially from the 
younger blokes needs to 
improve. Until you are aggres- 
sive upstairs, you are not going 
to be aggressive physically.” 

‘Another atea of the game 
which irritated him was the 
officiating although he tried his 
hardest to bite his lip ‘and not 
utter anything controversial on 
record, 

“T can't see why Perth gets 
Perth officials,” said Kosmina. 


The goal seemed to lift 
the Power and Rech had 
another shot on target well 
saved by Angelov who 
dropped to hold onto a firm 
low shot. 

Some poor communica- 
tion at the back between 
Ceceoli and Bolton in the 
27th minute saw the ball 
drop to Nahuel Arrarte, 
whose shot from 20m sailed 
inches wide with Bolton 
well beaten. 

Milicic then found him- 
self away on goal again but 
the deft pass from 
Gumprecht ran too far in 
front of the deadly striker 
and Angelov came out well 
to take the ball from 
Milicic’s feet. 

Gumprecht, who was run- 
ning riot, then played in 
Travis Dodd in the 32nd 
minute but his low cross was. 
well cut out by an under- 
siege Wolves defence. 

Wollongong was next to 
threaten the goal when a 
long throw was flicked on 
by Stuart Young for Van 
Blerk to steer his half volley 
wide from 10m. 


“The linesman, I'm not going to 
complain about, but 1 thought 
the referee wasn’t that good 
either in certain parts of the 


His. objections concerned 
‘amongst other things, a number 
GF questionable offside deci- 
sions which didn’t go his team’s 
way. Both sides began cautious- 
ly and it took a while before the 
fluidity of play emerged. The 
first questionable decision from 
Perth-based referee Angelo 
Nardi came after just four min- 
utes when Bobby Despotoyski 
split the backline to send Mori 
goalbound - who looked at least 
a metre closer to the goalkeeper 
than the last defender Michael 
Valkanis, when the ball was 
played forward. 

Mori’s absence from the 
game however, was illustrated 
by stabbing his shot wide of the 
left-hand upright. He had been 
forced to cool his heels and wait 
for Nick Mrdja’s goalscoring 
form to cool before regaining 
his position. Three minutes 
fater, a quick free-kick set up 
Mori, but the accuracy of his 
final touch had once more 
deserted him. The contest 
though, wasn't all Glory. The 


The Wolves retook the 
lead in the 40th minute when 
Van Blerk, who was danger- 
‘ous on the left for the visi- 
tors, cross to the far post for 
sharp-shooter  Chimaobi 
Nwaogazi to tap in from 
close range. 

‘The Wolves lead lasted all 
of 20 seconds before Rech 
equalised with a strong 
header from a Peter Zorbas 
cross. The strike was Rech’s 
4th goal in the last two 
matches. 

Another minute on and 
the Wolves again took the 
lead through another Power 
defensive mistake when 
Ceccoli lost his footing. 
Stuart Young collected the 
ball and crossed to Nick 
Sabljak, who found the bot- 
tom right hand corer of the 
net with a sweet strike. 

The Wolves took a 3-2 
lead into the half time break 
of what was a highly enter- 
taining match. 

That trend continued after 
the break when Saso 
Petrovski equalised for a 
third time for the Power in 
the 49th minute. A brilliant 
move down the left saw 


rapidly closing down their 
opponents and carrying out 
sharp counter-offensive raids, 
United skipper, Aurelio 
‘Vidmar, appears comfortable in 
his new role as sweeper along- 
side Valkanis, Richie Alagich 
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Ante Milicic scored his 14th goal of the season in the 
Power's thrilling four-three win over the Wolves. 


Pantelis whip in a delightful 
low cross and Milicic’s shot 
was smothered by Angelov 
but the ball rebounded to 
Petrovski who made no mis- 
take. 

At 3-3 the game was well 
and truly alive. 

Milicic had an ideal 

lity to shot the 

Power into the lead in the 
61st minute but when faced 
with just Angeloy to beat he 
tried to round the ‘keeper 
and lost possession. 


and Kristian Rees while young 
prospect Mimi Saric and sea- 
soned performer Carl Veart 
look effective from the middle- 
third, although Kosmina prefers 
‘Veart in a forward role. 

Nevertheless, it is their 
frontline that let the side down 
last weekend, with Perth *keep- 
er Jason Petkovic having hardly 
anything to test him over the 
full ninety minutes. 

“We lacked firepower 
because we had to put Veart in 
midfield in place of the injured 
Ross Aloisi,” said Kosmina 
who named Matty Kemp, 


‘Two minutes later a thun- 
derbolt. from Gumprecht 
sent the Power into the lead 
for the first time. The 
German midfielder, easily 
the Power’s best player, sent 
the ball rifling into the roof 
of the net from a wide angle, 
25m from goal. It was a 
world class goal. 

Referee Eddie Lennie 
then made two: “unpalat- 
able” décision within 20 sec- 
onds when he waved away a 
certain penalty when Travis 


Shane Thompson and Gori 
Lozanoyski as others who are 
injured and instrumental in 
United being so profitable dur— 
ing the first half of the season. 
“We lacked that sort of experi- 
ence and creativity in areas of 
the park where we needed it,” 
he said, 

It was the visitors however, 
who had the first threat on. goal 
after 17 minutes when hesita- 
tion from the Perth backline 
allowed"Ariano Pellegrino to 
strike, but Jason Petkovic left 
his line in an instant to success- 
fully smother the youngster's 
effort. With 20 minutes gone, 
‘Adelaide’s Aaron Westerveld 
‘went on an explosive solo-run 
before driving a shot wide of 
the target. Action then 
switched to the other end where 
two more chances went begging 
to Mori before Westerveld bril~ 
liantly scrambled away a Jamie 
Harwell shot off his goal-line, 

‘The breakthrough came after 
half-an-hour’s play when 
Despotovski easily beat his 
marker Valkanis out on the 
right, before delivering a world- 
class curling centre to the head 
of Mori. The renowned striker 
affectionately nicknamed 
*Frogger’ managed to power 
the ball through David 
Scarsella’s legs, despite the 
close attention of a defender 
and receive a roar of apprecia- 
tion from the 9,711 fans in the 
process. 

The second goal came just 
four minutes later and it was 
almost a replica of the first. 
This time, the supplier was Tom 


Dodd was barrelled to the 
ground in the area — proba- 
bly because he could not 
keep up with play andewas 
30m behind the action. 

The ball then went to the 
other end of the ground and 
Lennie awarded a free kick 
‘on the edge of the box for an 
innocuous O'Grady* tackle, 
Thankfully flor the home 
side the resulting free kick 
sailed over the cross bar, 

Michael Beauchamp got 
into the attacking action in 
the 79th minute when he 
‘ventured forward, beat three 
defenders and his cross from 
the right was plucked from: 
the sky by Angelov as 
Pantelis was steaming into 
the far post. “i 

Power has a 5th goal dis- 
allowed in the 89th minute: 
when Rech had the ball in 
the back of the net only for 
the linesman to rule offside 
as Rech’s shot deflected off 
an offside Power player. 

Milicic had another 
opportunity in the 90th 
minute when —Pantelis 
released substitute Matt 
Thompson down the left 
hand side and his cross fell 
to the NSL’s leading 
goalscorer, who beat his. 
man but fired over the cross- 
bar. 

It proved to be the fast 
chance of the match as 
Power held on for a 4-3 win 
to remain in 2nd plage on the 
ladder, 


Pondeljak with another out= 
‘standing eross which Mori 
again powered past the ‘keeper. 

Scarsella, who is the son of 
United president Basil 
Scarsella, redeemed himself 
seconds later with a smart stop 
toa low Despotovski strike. 

‘Ten minutes into the second- 
half, Pondeljak came close to 
increasing Glory’s advantage 
after a lung-bursting run along 
virtually the whole length of the 
pitch. What could have been 
the goal of the decade came to 
naught when an ambitious chip 
sailed harmlessly wide. 

After 65 minutes, Adelaide 
brought on rising hopeful Fred 
‘Agius, who made an immediate 
impact with his flawless one- 
touch distribution and keenness 
in getting involved. The young 
Aboriginal Jeft-footer was not 
even afraid to challenge the 
Perth goalkeeper. Defender’s 
Harwell, Shaun Murphy Jamie 
Coyne and Mark Bymes were 
again rock solid in front of 
Petkovie, while Gary Faria, 
Matt Bingley and Brad Hassell 
all chipped in satisfactorily. 

Veart and Alagich had late 
strikes on goal but both sailed 
hhigh over the crossbar. The 
final raids came from Perth sub- 
stitute Adrian Caceres with a 
snapshot on ninety minutes 
before United sub Elias 
Demourtzidis directed a rising 
drive into the gloves of 
Petkovie two minutes into stop- 
page time. 

“Without being brilliant, 1 
sill think we did enough to 
deserve victory,” said d’Avray. 


NATIONAL 
paExe 


outh Melbourne was a 

class too good for 

Melbourne Knights in 
a four-nil victory at Bob 
Jane Stadium on Saturday 
evening, keeping up its chal- 
lenge for a top-two finish, 
and casing Knights coach 
Tan Dobson to question his 
team’s passion and desire. 

The loss likely consigns 
Knights to its worst ever finish 
in the top flight. 

Michael Curcija netted a 
double. His first came mid- 
‘way through the first half with 
a deflected shot which looped 
oyer Knights’ goalkeeper 
Vilson Knezevic. Kristian 
Sarkies increased the lead with 
his debut NSL goal just before 
the break. 

Curcija put away the third 
shortly after the re-start in a 
goal made by Sarkies. Scott 
‘Tunbridge scored the fourth in 
the game’s last minutes, 

South Melbourne coach 
Stuart Munro said, “The main 
difference today was the ambi- 
tion of our players, We're 
pushing. for a Championship, 
(and seeking) to finish as high 
up in the league as possible.” 

Tt wasn’t the margin of the 
Joss, but its manner that most 


upset Knighis’ coach Tan 
Dobson. “There was no bat- 
tling and no passion in the first 
forty-five minutes,” he said. 
“At least in the second half we 


anger at the performance of 
many of his team. “We had 
half a team of performers who 
tried to do what was asked of 
them, and another half that 
didn’t. It was one of the low 
points of my coaching career.” 

“A number of players 
didn’t have that desire and pas- 
sion today,” he said. “I’m not 
used to this as a coach, We 
didn’t play with that passion 
and desire,” 

‘This was billed as the last 
derby between these two great 
rivals, as Melbourne Knights 
had declared it would not be an 
aspirant for a place in next sea- 
son’s national competition. 
Both teams had tasted 
Championship success in the 
1990s, and although Knights 
had fallen away over the last 
three seasons, South was still 
operating at contender level. 
But relative league positions 
rarely matter in derbies, 
whether they be in Melbourne, 
Manchester, or Madrig. 

To add to the hothouse 
atmosphere, Knights players 


Olympic’s Japanese import Hiro Ishida dazzled the 
Kingz defence with hsi skilla nd pace and got on 
~ the score-sheet in his side’s four-two disposal of 
the Kiwis. c 


had been promised releases 
from their Knights’ contracts 
to allow them to obtain 
employment with other clubs 
immediately after this game. 
‘This then was not only the last 
‘Melbourne derby - it was also 
the last time some would be 
playing for Knights. 

“You can never tell with 
derby matches,” said Munro, 
“(Tonight) was a unique situa- 
tion ... being (Knights) last 
national derby - so you always 
knew they'd be keyed up for 
the game.” 

Perhaps recognising the 
potential for difficulty that 
would arise from the combina- 
tion of these influences, FIFA- 
accredited referee Mark Shield 
was appointed. As it was, the 
action on-field was kept under 
control by the participants. 
Only some sporadic off-field 
action required a response 
from the authorities 

A tight first half saw few 
chances created. Curcija had a 
third-minute effort on the turn 
pass narrowly by the post, and 
Daniel Vasilevski’s free-kick 
from 25 metres eight minutes 
later required an agile low 
near-post stop froin Michael) 
Theoklitos. 

But just after the first-half’s 
midway point, Curcija opened 


ethal finishing from 

Sydney Olympic kept 

the Football Kingz 
firmly rooted to the bottom 
of the Australian National 
Soccer League (NSL) ladder 
as they lost 
2-4 in Hamilton last 
Saturday evening. 

The win was Olympic’s 
sixth of the season and kept its 
chances of finishing in the top 
six under new coach Peter 
Papanikitas after a sluggish 
start to the year. 

It was the Kingz’ heaviest 
Joss at home this season and 
left them with just two wins 
from 20 matches. 

The match at Waikato 
Stadium was all over with 25 
minutes remaining after for- 
mer UI7 Joeys Predrag Bajic 
and Japanese import Hiroyuki 
Ishida scored within six min- 
utes of each other against non- 
existent Kingz defence to 
make it 4-1, 

‘The Kingz found them- 
selves 0-2 down at halftime 
despite having 10 shots on 
goal to Olympic’s five in an 
entertaining first half. 

Poor finishing again cost 
the hosts while Olympic strik- 


the scoring after good fead-up 
work from Sarkies and Sam 
Poutakidis. 

Sarkies, now making a cen- 
tral midfield position his own, 
had fed Poutakidis, linking up 
wide on the right. Poutakidis 
in turn centred low to Curcija 
who had his back to goal, 
looking for an opportunity to 
turn and shoot. With a twist, 
he was free, and his shot took a 
deflection off the unfortunate 
Steve Pantelidis who attempt- 
ed to block, to loop over the 
now stranded Knezevic and 
across the line. 

Shortly after,  Curcija 
spurned an excellent chance to 
double his tally, heading wide 
from eight metres. Massimo 
Murdocca had taken advan- 
tage of a fast break to play the 
ball wide to Vince Lia on the 
right. Lia’s cross was perfect- 
ly flighted, but Curcija was 
wasteful, 

But South’s second arrived 
five minutes before the break 
with a debut goal from Sarkies 
which will remain in the mem- 
ory for some time. Seemingly 
out of nothing, the youngster - 
who only just turned seventeen 
earlier this year - bent a long- 
range right-foot shot past the 
diving Knezevic with the skill 
and panache of a player with 
many more years" experience. 

“(Sarkies) is a terrific play- 
er, and he’s just getting better 
all the time,” said Munro. 

‘The coaches each~made a 
double-change at the break. 
Dobson swapped Daniel 
Yasilevski and Hefiry Fa’arodo 
for Nicholas Marinos and 


Cool — Calm and 
Collected, Ante Milic 
was at |.is best against 
the Kingz in Auckland 
last Saturday evening. 


et Pablo Cardozo coolly 
opened the scoring in the ninth 
minute and big defender Ante 
Juric doubled the lead in the 
29th after an error from Kingz 
goalkeeper Michael Utting. 

Olympic striker Cardozo 
dazzled the defence and from 
reports and close sources has 
been brought back to life with 
his scoring after slotting home 
his sixth for the season. 
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Serkan Oksuz. Munro had 
changed Poutakidis for Steve 
Laurie and Vaughan Coveny 
for Scott Tunbridge. 

“T want to keep everybody 
on their toes,” said Munro. “T 
think I've got a good squad of 
players. The guys that came in 
did very well.” 

Dobson’s changes had a dif- 
ferent impetus. “I was 
extremely disappointed at 
half-time. I've got to say it 
was one of the lows in my 
coaching career. (The changes 
came because of) a lack of per- 
formances and lack of desire. 
‘There could have been another 
four players along with those if 
I'd had another four subs 
(available).” 

Tunbridge was instantly 
effective. Spotting the oppor- 
tunities available to his right 
ona break up the left he sent a 
diagonal ball to Sarkies at the 
edge of the penalty-area. 
Waiting for movement in front 
of him, Sarkies made a shim- 
my of his hips, completely 
wrong-footing his marker, and 
allowing him space to slip a 
ball through to Curcija who 
blasted home from eight yards. 

Knezevic prevented a 
fourth midway through the 
second-half by touching onto 
the post a Con Boutsianis free- 
kick rocket from 25 metres 
after Massimo Murdocca had 
been brought down by Adrian 
Leijer. 

Melbourne Knights’ 
chances were few by compari- 
son &nd opportunistic, rather 
than crafted. Tomi Razov 


Salat 


South Melbourne youngster Kristian Sarkies was 


‘on song with his side’s second goal during last 
week's Victorian derby against the Knights. 


free-kick taken from wide on 
the right for a spectacular 
attempt on the volley from 25 
metres. It whistled only just 
over the bar. 

South had two fine chances 
within minutes. Curcija met a 
cross from Ante Kovacevic 
with a powerful header which 
went close, but beyond the 

t. 

‘Then it took the combined 
attentions of Knezeyic and 
Isyan Erdogan to scramble 
clear a header from Tunbridge 
that looked likely to creep in 
low at the post after Kovacevic 
had headed ona comer, 

Erdogan then set up sharp 
chance with a hard low cross 


Oksuz did well to meet, but 
was unable to direct it goal- 
wards, such was its speed of 
arrival. 

‘The South defence was then 
compelled to scramble clear 
from inside its own six-yard 
box after Vargas’ free-kick 
was launched into a sea of 
players, Andrew Marth was 
highest to, it but it fell into“a 
mangle of players before a 
frantic South leg battered it 
into safety, 

Tunbridge completed the 
scoring a minute from time, 
following up a shot from 
Boutsianis, only partied by 
Knezevic, leaving Tunbridge 
an easy side-foot home from 


latched onto a parlly-cleared across the face of goal which inside the six-yard box. 
a 


Rumours had it that 
‘Cardozo was said to have been 
linked with South Melbourne 
but'rumours were swept away 
after the transfer window 
closed last Saturday evening. 
After bombing many 
chances, the Kingz finally 
opened their account in the 
Sist minute when Jeff 
Campbell scored off a deflec~ 
tion. 
But they struggled from 
then on, with key defender 
Danny Hay battling a groin 
injury which eventually saw 
him leave the field after 
Tshida’s goal in the 64th 
minute. 
Defender Jason Rowley 


scored a consolation goal for 
the Kingz in injury time. 

Overall it was a game 
played in high spirit’s, the 
Kingz battled hard but could 
not finish off Olympic who at 
times showed that they were 
top six matérial. 

Olympic face Newcastle 
United at-home this week in a 
game which could determine 
whether the side is capable of a 
top six spot this season. 
‘Shades of last year’s squad 


only recently took the training 
wheels off and has started to 
play decent football. 


Good news filtered the club 


its been a testing time for 
Papanikitas’ squad and has the Olyroos secured a 2004 


that its members were keen on 
staying put under the new 
Frank Lowy regime but the 
board insisted that it must get 
through the rest of this season 
‘on a positive note to raise the 
stakes for re-building a better 
outfit next year, 

As for the Kingz, it was yet 
another loss to their books and 
even furthered their chances of 
finishing dead last on the NSL_ 
table. 

It ceftainly was not a good 
week for Kiwi football after 


Athens Olympics birth by 
defeating New Zealand three- 
one on aggregate. 


ies 
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By Glenn Dai 


‘arconi coach Paul 
De Marigny is not 
letting a gruelling 


February schedule stand in 
the way of its finals hopes 
after a convincing 2-nil win 
against Brisbane Strikers 
at Perry Park on Sunday. 

Marconi rated underdogs 
in the heatwave conditions 
proyed far to superior and 
become the only side to take 
three points off Brisbane at 
home, 


Marconi had not played ja 


for a month with its Olyroos 
away on international duty 
against New Zealand and 
will play eight games this 
month to catch up its post- 
poned games, 

"We're up for it (making 
the playoffs)," De Marigny 


told the post match press © 


conference, 


we are sitting on the tabl 


ydney United came 

away with a confi- 

dence boosting 2-0 
victory over Newcastle 
United at the United Sports 
Centre on Sunday night, 

The first half was all 
Sydney United as the visitors 
played as if they hadn’t tray- 
eled down the F3 yet. In the 
8th minute Matt Langdon set 
up Paul Ivanic but his first 
touch let him down and the 
opportunity went begging. 
On the quarter hour Langden 
had his own opportunity laid 
on by Brendon Santalab but 
20's Australian internation- 
al Tom Willis sayed at full 
stretch. 

In the 21st minute an inci- 
dent occurred that would 
happen at regular intervals 
throughout the — match, 
Sydney United blew a huge 
goal scoring opportunity. 
Langdon put in a free kick to 
the far post and Santalab 
missed it cold, He was total- 

ly unmarked and any kind of 
contact with the ball would 
surely have led to a goal. 

A minute later Santalab 


"We're comfortable where Pili tackle during the Strikers v Marconi clash last 


ipsa 


pina a 
Olyroo Alex Brosque takes a fall thanks to a David 


Sunday afternoon. 


sort of redeemed himself by 
scoring. A Damon Colina 
long ball was flicked on by 
Paul Ivanic and Santalab 
found himself with plenty of 
room. He advanced to just 


inside the area and placed it 
past the keeper and into the 
back of the net: 

Chances continued to 
come to United but they 
failed to capitalise on a very 


Sydney United’s Damon Collina shown contesting 
‘one of many high balls during their two-nil win 
over Newcastle last Sunday afternoon. 


"We had a heap of chances 
against them and the boys 
did well. We kept our heads 
and created a lot of chances.” 

Marconi ended its month 
long hibernation in emphatic 
style outclassing a disap- 
pointing Brisbane. 

Strikers coach Stu 
McLaren was more disap- 
pointed at losing three points 
than losing its unbeaten 
home record. 

"Itwasn’t one of our better 
games but we kept ourselves 
init,” he said. 

‘The Strikers defeat may 
have frustrated its finals push 
but the odds are still short 
that it will make the playoffs. 

Marconi broke a first half 
deadlock with a simple tap in 
from Brad Maloney in the 
67th minute after Strikers’ 
keeper Scott Higgins was left 
stranded on the ground. 

~ Higgins had produced two 
superb saves in the same 
movement from Olyroo 


poor Newcastle defensive 
effort until the 40th minute 
when Anthony Doumanis 
held the ball up down the 
right and played it to 
Michael Cunico. Cunico 
passed it to Langdon who 
put in across to the near post 
where Santalab back headed 
it into the path of Liam 
Austin. Austin’s leg came in 
contact with the ball and it 
bobbled home, giving Austin 
his first goal in United 
colours in his first match 
with the club, 

Right on half time Paul 
Ivanic played a ball to a 
totally unmarked Santalab 
but he took too long and 


. from 15 metres out he 


scuffed his shot and did not 
even manage to put it on tar- 
get with only.the keeper to 
beat: : 

Sydney United continued 
the theme of the first half in 
the second stanza with plenty 
of possession, and wasted 
opportunities, whilst 
Newcastle did start coming 
into the contest a bit more 
but still had huge defensive 
problems. 


In the 59th minute 
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heroes Nick Carle and Alex 
Brosque but his defence did 
not react quickly to stop 
Maloney’s third strike. 
Marconi sealed the match 
three minutes from the end 
when Olyroo Nick Carle 
broke clear for a one-on-one 
with Higgins as the Strikers 
went searching for the 


Marconi's second came on, 
the breakaway after keeper 
Michael Turnbull hurled 
himself in the air to deny 
Louis Brain a header in his 
100th national league match 
four minutes from time. J 

The opening period 
belonged all to the visitors 
although the Strikers fought 
back in the final ten minutes 
with three chances of their 
own, 

The home side gave up 
possession in midfield on too 
many occasions and often 
were caught on the backfoot 
retreating J 

Carle signalled Marconi's 
intention with his side's first 

‘shot inside. the opening ten 
minutes after a superb build 
up by the visitors which left 
the Strikers' chasing shad- 
ows§ 

Higgins sent shivers 
Brendon ) was set 
free by Dean Heffernan but 
his run to goal stalled as he 
failed to control it properly 
and the defense got back in 
time. Then a minute later 
Michael Cunico found him- 
self one on one with the 
Newcastle keeper but this 
time his shot was soft and 
went to the keeper. Both 
opportunities should have 
been goals. 

In the closing minutes 
Olyroo Ryan Griffiths 
‘became much more involved 
but the chances he laid on 
were not converted properly 
by Esala Masi. Newcastle 
were becoming much more 
lively and some of the 
United faithful were nervous 
about the side not taking 
their earlier chances but real- 
ly the game looked safe for 
the locals. As if to exempli- 
fy the poor finishing on dis- 
play in the match substitute 
Franco Parisi hit the ball 
against keeper Willis in the 
85th minute when he was in 
space on the left hand side 


_ ThwaiteJ 


through his side one minute 
later dropping a cross from 
Brendan Renaud but luckily 
Brosque's shot was blocked 
by skipper Stu McLaren 
from close range. 

The tall keeper made 
amends ten minutes later for 
his earlier error when he 
plucked a low cross from 
Angelo Costanza from 
the feet of former 
Strikers’ teammate 
Jeromy Harris as he 
lined up for.a-simple tap | 
home 

Marconi's _man-to- 
man marking frustrated 
the Strikers throughout 
the match and restricted | 
the home side to long 
range attempts that 
failed to test Olyroo 
keeper Michael 
Turnbull. 

Strikers' flankman 
Steve _ Fitzsimmons 
stepped forward to try to 
inspire the home side in | 
the 35th minute break- 
ing down the left to snap 
a rare shot, which 
deflected over the cross- 
bar off Michael 


Fitzsimmons then beat 
two defenders before cut- 


have played full stop.' 
all it was a poor 
match. — Sydney United 


‘Should have done much more 


with the massive possession 
advantage they had and a 2-0 
result is still full of disap- 


By Mark Stavroulakis 


fter exclusively tag- 

ging down Olyroo 

striker Brett Holman 
last Wednesday evening at 
7.30 PM (Sydney Time), the 
19-year-old star made it cer- 
tain that he was to be part of 
Frank Farina’s squad during 
last Friday’s crucial Olympic 
Qualifiers fixtures against the 
Kiwis in Auckland. 

‘The current Excelsior player 
(currently on-loan from Dutch 
Giants Feyenoord) had injured 
his shin during the Olyroos first 
brutal encounter against our 
arch-Kiwi-rivals two weeks 
ago.A question mark had hit 
the Olyroo camp as to whether 
Holman was supposed to play, 


~pointment, Newcastle need a 


right near his target. these words were not thought 
‘After the match Grant Lee | of by a player who already has 
was happy with the win but | been capped as a Socceroo. 
disappointed once more with | "There’s nothing more 
the missed chances, "It has | sweeter than putting on that 
cost us matches this season | green and gold of Australia, I 
but at least we scored two | did pick up a knock in our first 
tonight." Ian Crook was very | game against the Kiwis but 
unhappy with his side "They | knew that I had to do whatever 
did everything better than us | it took to take the field against 
tonight. It was the worst we | them again in Auckland, 


ale 


ting inside three minutes 
later but his 35 metre attempt 
was struck wide 

Midfield workhorse David 
Pilic tried to break the dead- 
lock on half time striking a 
low shot from 35 metres just 
wide of the upright as the 
Strikers' efforts lifted 


Marconi’s Olyroo star Nick 
Carle shown in action. 


lot of miracles to go their 
way to make the top six now 
and on tonight’s performance 
they have to change a lot on 
the park as Well. 


HOLMAN CASTS INJURY ASIDE 


Fighting the pain barrier was 
what I needed to do and 1 was 
glad we got the end result", 

Even though the Olyroos 
drew one-all thanks to a Ryan 
Griffiths goal, a three-one 
aggregate vietory sought 
Farina’s squad a ticket to 
Athens this year. 

"We did the job we set out to 
do. At the end of the day get- 
ting to the Olympics was what 
the boys wanted to achieve and 
this was done. I'm proud to 
know that I was part of that” 
team. Now we have to rebuild 
and set’ our goals till the 
Olympics". “ 

Club vs Country has always 
been a prominent theme for any 
of the young stars playing 
abroad, Holman insists that he 
will always swear allegiance to 
the green and gold. 

"It confronts many of the 
players, the club always wants 
the player to stay as they pay 
them their wages. I know one 
thing's for sure, I'll always-be 
available for Australia, | get a 
buzz playing for my country, 
and the goals I score are even 
‘sweeter and more memorable”. 


his older brother. 


TURNER SIGNS 
Two 


John Turner is forced to 
battle on with a string of 
injured players with a 


Youth Grade Coach 
Eddie Tesoro — is working 
closely with the senior coach 
and is very encouraged by 


LEAGUE LADDER 


restricted squad due 0 the interest shown by John ; PWODBL F A Pts 
finance limits, Tuer in his work as youth | | Canberra Deakin ~ 1124 3 2 56 25 40 
fe apes wea = em ON AB a i235 47735 
only 5 fit players attended (jy, ; 2 
plus a large group looking 4 ‘number of Eddie's bo Newcastle United 19103 2 6 40 2% 33 
ys ae 
i pei 0 ete hen an | | Me Si pu s2 es ks 
When the going gets tough Werakso and keeper Tommy igong Wol 
the tough get going could be oe f Northern Spirit 187 5 4 6 26 25 26 
i it ‘Arcaba are invited f0 train’ | | Brishane Strik 167 0 4 9 26 38 21 
said of the great spirit of the |. risbane Strikers 
i with the senior players. | | sydney Olympic 185 43 9 34 43 19 
Wolves players taking the sydney Olympi 
Fy Sooner or later these young | | Sydney United 05 2 
field for their club and sup- ‘ iydueys Uap 19 5 3 12 26 46 17 
ray venting grattemipe ecommerce |p| OLS 74,2 4 1 3047 14 
ea vata inary ‘tice to step up a notch, ACTAS {gHOr Ves Tae AK 
Someiues painful injury The youth grade team has 
Boo eas ___still two games in hand, FRIDAY 30 JANUARY 2004 
The coach is proud of his capable to make the top six, 
boys, never say die, Keeping they are in the hunt to say. AGTAS sciliiwavd nob ea 0 Canberra Deakin....... 2 


going until the last kick. 
They show strength and 
heart, though not overpaid 
soccer stars, giving all top 
effort, win, draw or loss. 

On a brighter note the 
Wolves coach succeeded to 
attract Melbourne Knights 
midfielder Nick Sabljak to 


Round 1 


first match 


Premier 
League - starts on March 
13th 2004 on Saturday for 
the majority of the 14 clubs. 
Applications have been sub- 
mitted by Bulli to play their 
against 
Balgownie Rangers at later 


(Barisic 49’, Munoz 75') 
SATURDAY 31 JANUARY 2004 


Parramatta Power .........0 | Wollongong Wolves .....5 
(Hughes 1’, Scherini 28, Wells 


32’, 50, Deane 68’) 


Wollongong in an effort to ick off times Brisbane Strikers .........' 1 Marconi Stallions .......2 

i — youth grade (a ‘3 i ah, gh 5 

Supplement his squad. at 3.15pm, Reserves at (DiSipio 85’) Seemed et, Oricchio 45°, Del 
Another promising 4.45pm and Ist grade at io 78) 

prenis Betae es 19) 6.300, AlSiercryvs sesseeseeses4 — Sydney Olympic ........2 


brother of regular first grad- 
er Adam Hughes, has joined 


‘There are other clubs con- 
sidering their floodlight 


(Deegan 10’, Comandari 63’, 67', 92) (Browne 32’, Erlich 47) = — 


NATIONAL YOUTH LEAGUE 2003-2004 
NORTHERN DIVISION ROUND 22 


BYE — Northern Spirit 
BYE-QAS a 


NATIONAL YOUTH LEAGUE 2003-2004 


NORTHERN DIVISION FIXTURES - ROUND23~ 


SATURDAY 7 FEBRUARY 2004 
‘Sydney Olympic Vs Newcastle United 
Time: 4.00 pm 
Venue; OKI Jubilee Stadium 
Parramatta Power Vs Brisbane Strikers ~ 
Time; 4.10 pm me 
Venue: Parramatta Stadium 
Marconi Stallions Vs AIS 
Time: 5.00 pm 
Venue: Marconi Stadiym 
SUNDAY 8 FEBRUARY 2004 
Sydney United Vs Northern Spirit 
Time: 4.00 pm 
Venue: Sydney United Sports Centre 
DEFERRED MATCH FROM RD 18 — 
To be Played on Wednesday 4 February 2004 
Brisbane Strikers Vs QAS 
Time: 4.35 pm 
Venue: Perry Park 
DEFERRED MATCH FROM RD 19 - 
To be Played on Wednesday 4 February 2004 
Parramatta Power Vs Marconi Stallions 
Time: 5.10 pm 
Venue; Parramatta Stadium 
DEFERRED MATCH FROM RD 18 — 
To be Played on Wednesday 4 February 2004 
Canberra Deakin Vs AIS 
Time: 7.00 pm 
Venue: McKellar Soccer Centre 
DEFERRED MATCH FROM RD 3 - 
To be Played on Saturday 7 February 2004 
Wollongong Wolves Vs ACTAS 


the Wolves. facilities to play night games SUNDAY 1 FEBRUARY 2004 

A graduate from the ike on Friday nights, one = 
Australian Institute of Sport, club is looking at Monday | | Sydney United............ 1 Newcastle Utd ........4 
Canberra, he will statin the night to possibly attracting | | ((Tresoglavic 68") (Libbesson 39, Wallace 59’, 


youth grade with the aim to 


Y M10 additional fans. 
make the senior team to join 


Cowburn 70’, Thompson 89") 


SOCCERWOMAN sj .2:cne nar 


Time: 4.00 pm 
Venue: Lysaghts Oval 


TOP CLASS LINEUP FOR AUSTRALIA CUP IN BRISBANE 


Wednesday announced that the Matildas will 

compete against China, Korea DPR, and New 
Zealand in this year’s Australia Cup to be held in 
Brisbane, The tournament will serve as the Matildas’ 
preparation leading into the Oceania (OFC) Olympic 
Qualifiers in early March, the winner of which direct- 
ly advances to the Athens 2004 Olympic Games, 
‘This 6th Australia Cup will be staged’at Brisbane’s QEII 
Stadium, with double-header match dates on 18, 21, and 
24 February 2004 in a round-robin format. It will be the 
first time the Matildas have played an intemational 
match in Brisbane since a 2-1 loss to Russia at Perry Park 
in April 1994. 

‘The Australia Cup will be the first international games 
for the Matildas since finishing 13th at the FIFA 
Women’s World Cup in September 2003, Australia’s 
third consecutive Women’s World Cup appearance 
Following Australia’s women’s football Olympic Games 
debut at Sydney 2000, the year ahead will hopefully 
maintain that run of competing at the sport’s world 

~ events, The Matildas presently stand at 16 on the FIFA 
Women’s World Rankings, 

"ASA recognises the importance of giving the 
Matildas the best possible preparation in this Olympic 
year, and the Australia Cup will kick off 2004 in fine 
style, 

‘We are yery pleased that we have been able to secure 

_ these three countries to compete in the tournament, and 
also to host the matches in Brisbane - a rich vein of 
women's soccer talent in Australia," said ASA Acting 


T* Australian Soccer Association (ASA) on 


CEO Richard Johnson. 

"As with the Socceroos and all our other seven nation- 
al teams, we are working very hard towards sustainable 
rolling three-year plans for an international program, and 
the Matildas playing and development schedule is a key 
‘component to make sure we continue to grow women's 
soccer in Australia,” 

This Australia Cup, an annual event, has again attract- 
ed a top class line-up of teams. 

China is considered one of the world’s all-time’ best 
teams since the earliest days of women’s football. Host 
of the inaugural FIFA Women’s World Cup in 1991, 
China has retained a top six position in the world ever 
since. = 

China’s greatest era saw them finish runners-up to 
USA at both the 1996 Atlanta Olympics and the 1999 
Women’s World Cup. Their surprise equal 6ttr finish at 
the 2003 World Cup was their lowest ever phicing at a 
world event. Australia last played China in September 
2003at that World Cup, the match ending in a 1-1 draw 
tothe gutsy Matildas. China is currently at 5 on the FIFA 


‘This will be North Korea’s first time in Australia, very 
rarely travelling outside of Asia to compete. The 
Matildas have previously played North Korea in five 
matches, all in Pyongyang, Australia’s single win record~ 
ed during the 1998 tour. 

‘The Asian pair are considered the favourites to claim 
the continent's two berths to the Athens 2004 Olympic 
Games when Asia's qualifying tournament is held in 
‘April in Japan. 

New Zealand, traditional rivals to Australia, hold a 
‘current world ranking of 21. New Zealand qualified for 
the inaugural Women’s World Cup of 1991, but has not 
played in a FIFA women’s event since, having lost out on 
each occasion to Australia. 

In 2002, New Zealand commenced rebuilding at the 
elite end of women’s soccer, with the establishment of 
the national league and the regional academies. The 
Kiwis’ last international was a 2-0 loss to Australia in the 
Oceania World Cup Qualifiers in April last year. 

"This is the beginning of a big year, with the Athens 
Olympics in August, and this is our first opportunity for 


Olympics, but for our future, and improve through that.” 

The: Matildas have won three of the previous five 
Australia Cup events, lifting the trophy in the inaugural 
year of 1999 ahead of Italy and Canada, 2001 against 
France, and 2002 against South Korea. 

The 18-member Matildas team to contest both the 
Australia Cup and the subsequent Oceania Olympic 
Qualificatior? Tournament will be announced later this _ 
week. The Matildas will arrive in Brisbane on 11 ~ 
February for a week's camp leading into the Australia 
Cup. 


6th Australia Cup : Match Schedule : 
Wed 18 February 5.00pm 
7.30pm Australia vy New Zealand 
China y Korea DPR 


Sat 21 February 2.00pm 
4.30pm New Zealand y China 
Australia y Korea DPR 


‘Tue 24 February 5.00pm 


Women’s World Ranking. us to begin our Olympic preparations," said National 
North Korea competed in their second consecutive Women’s Coach Adrian Santrac. "The Australia Cup 7:30pm Korea DPR vy New Zealand 

FIFA Women’s World Cup finals tournament last year, will be our major preparation for the Qualifiers, where Australia v China 

placing 1th from a very tough group, which included we expect to qualify, so it’s preparation for the Qualifiers Tournament venue : 

eventual runners-up Sweden and USA (3rd). North but also towards success at the Olympics.” QEH STADIUM 

Korea burst through as one of the world’s elite in 2001 "China and North Korea are two of the fop seven (until recently known as ANZ Stadium) 

when they won the Asian Championship, knocking teams in the world, and will be fantastic competition for cnr Mains & Kessels Rds 

China from their perennial mantle, They successfully us and provide great experience. We want to target the Nathan QLD 4111 

defended the ttle in 2003, after alsotwinning the Asian top ten nations in the world and play as many games as All times are Brisbane time 

Ganies in 2002. North Korea are ranked Tth in the world. we can against them, not only in our preparations for the (add one hour for AEST) 
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ABSW: 


Letters to the Editor ae i= 


Dear Sir, 
I attended the first leg of the play off between 

Australia and New Zealand on Australia Day, and 1 

have fo say that it was a most enjoyable experience. 

T was brought along by my soccer supporting bud= 
dies (I’m a rugby league fan) and I was very happy 
that I came along. The atmosphere that was generated 
inside Parramatta Stadium was electric. 

The supporters were passionate (more than just 
Australia Day bravado) and knew the ins and outs of 
the sport. The noise level itself was quite high, espe- 
cially when Australia scored or hit the post. And this 
from a crowd of 7,000! 

The nature of this support should be seen as an, 
encouraging sign for the future of the game. If soccer 
could attract attendances such as this one for national 
Teague games, the sport will begin to-thrive. 

‘And for a team that had little preparation time, 1 
was told, they played absolutely magnificently. 
Australians will always support and follow a team 
that does well on the international stage, and I feel 
that this squad already has the ability to challenge at 
the Olympic Games, 

Wilson Skeen, 
Parramatta, NSW 


FORMATION 
CHANGES 


Dear Sir, 

Every four years or so there isa significant shift in the play- 
ing styles of national teams when it comes to major tourna 
ments, 

The World Cup in 1994 was dominated by teams that 
played with a very flat 4-4-2 system, as opposed to the previ- 
ous World Cup in Italy, where West Germany played their 
traditional 3-5-2. 

Itis interesting how the technical side of the sport of soccer 
changes and develops over the years. The early 90s was char- 
acterised by the absence of the attacking playmaker- the 
Zidane's, Rivaldo’s and Totti’s- as most teams played a press- 
ing game 

Coaches across the world are becoming more knowledge- 
able and flexibility is very much the key to being successful. 
I think the days where a team plays to a system are finished, 
and coaches and players are called upon to vary their tactics 
according to the opposition, the ground on which they are 
playing, and other conditions. 

‘The winner of Euro 2004 will not be the team with the best 
players, but the team that can adapt the best to each situation. 

Davis Halloran, 
Rydalmere, NSW. 


The Green and Gold Army in full voice 


during last week's Olyroos vs New Zealand clash. 


MORATTI GONE 
- ABOUT TIME 


Dear Sir, 

‘The resignation of Inter president Massimo Moratti will, in 
my opinion, prove beneficial for the club. Moratti has done 
the utmost to try and secure success for his club, but he has 
failed because he is a very passionate man to the core. 

He has instilled in Inter a “family atmosphere’ wifere play- 
ers (maybe not coaches) immediately form a bond with the 
club. Consider Christian Vieri, who had a reputatjon as a wan- 
derer with five different clubs in five seasons before he joined 
Inter. And Ronaldo, who has always had a special place for 
Inter in his heart even after his shock departure to Real 
Madrid. 

But success starved clubs need to be shrewd as well as pas- 
sionate, and by stepping back from the plate, Moratti will not 
have to make the tough decisions of sacking coaches and buy- 
ing new players, as that will be done for him. 

Inter need to overhaul the way they recruit playing talent. 
They need players with character and the burning desire to 
achieve success at all costs. Look at Juventus, they won the 
2002 scudetto with only six midfielders in their squad, but 
each and every player worked together to achieve the common 
goal of finishing first. 

Inter would do very well to invest more in their primavera 
sides and introduce young players who are hungry for success 
into the first team squad. 

Dino Fayelli. 
Brunswick, VIC. 


FEHER DEATH SHOCKS NATION 


Dear Sir, 

I simply cannot understand how or why 
certain members of the media would label 
any team as the ‘worst in history’. What do 
these words mean? For me, the intended 
effect of this description has backfired, it is 
simply not an apt way to describe a team 
anymore. 

How do journalists compare teams? If it 
is by results, then surely the last Olympic 
team, from the 2000 Games in Sydney, is 
the worst, with three losses out of three. 
What about Olyroo teams that have future 
internationals within them? “ 

Ttis still too early to say that these boys 
will not make the grade for the Socceroos in 
the future. 

Sure, it took time for the players on the 


pitch to gel, but they have still put th the ball 
into the back of the net on many oCcasions 
and against New Zealand, they played some 
of their most dominant football. 
Who is to say that Milicevic, Cansdell- 
Sherriff and Luke Wilkshire won't be in the 
next World Cup campaign. If you ask me, 1 
think these guys (and others who I Haven't 
mentioned), have all the qualities to be suc- 
cessful on the senior international stage. 
Tunderstand that journalists usually have 
to come up with the-big calls, but_surely 
they should think about and chose their+ 
words more carefully in the future. I hope in 
future that they can reserve their judge- 
ments until the real competition begins. 
Leon Becksley. 
Waverley, NSW. 


Dear Sir, ay to consider their physi- 


Australian Open in tennis is 

Recent events have cal well being. Too many yet another example. 
proved the effects that being matches are being played. I'm all for Sepp Blatter’ 
a professional athlete can The winners and Minners plans to reduce the number 
have on one’s life. The up of the past four of teamsin each league to 16 
deaths of Mare Vivien Foe Champions League finals — clubs-together with a short- 
and the Hungarian interna- have played seventeen . ened Champions League, 


tional at Benfica should 
make everyone sit up and 
take notice. These guys are 


matches in Europe, on top of 
their domestic league and 
cup commitments, and inter- 


this may lead to players 
playing at the very top for 
longer, 


simply straining themselves national fixtures. It is the responsibility of 

too much. France, Italy and the governing bodies to 
Sure, people will com- Argentina demonstrated at ensure the welfare of the 

ment that they are being paid the last World Cup that these players. 

ludicrous amounts of money super athletes are human « Rebecca Dunton. 


after all, and the extensive 
injury toll from this years 


to be in tip-top shape, but 
clubs and national teams also 


Adelaide, SA, 


international Marc-Vivien Foe died after 
collapsing on the field during his team’s 
Confederations Cup match with Colombia 
in France. 


enfica striker Miklos Feher suf- 
Botstein ae 

ing a Portaguese SuperLiga clash 
at Vitoria Guimaraes on Sunday. 

‘The 24-year-old Hungarian international 
- who was capped 18 times - collapsed 
shortly after being yellow carded in stop- 
page time. He Jeaned forward with his 
hands on his thighs before suddenly falling 
backward. 

Feher - a second half substitute - was 
stretchered off the pitch and the game was 
halted for 1S minutes as team doctors 
‘attempted to resuscitate him. 

“We tried to do everything we could to 
save him,” Dr. Fausto Fernandes said. 


Guimaraes by ambulance, where he died 
later. 

‘An autopsy on Monday to confirm the 
cause of death -believed to be a heart attack 
- proved inconclusive. 

After the four-and-a-half hour autopsy 


Feher was taken to a hospital in- 


the causes of his death were still not known. 

“Tissue was taken from him for addition- 
al examinations,” read a statement from the 
prosecutor general's department. “These 
will involve the anatomy and for drugs.” 

‘An official announcement was made by 
Fausto Fernandes, the clinic director of the 
Hospital da Senhora da Oliveira 
(Guimaraes). 

“At 21:45 (local time) Miklos Feher, 24, 
was brought into emergency eare with a car- 
diac arrest,” he said. 

“Immediately, all emergency measures 
were taken. This lasted until 23:10, without 
success, when the player was pronounced 
dead. 

Hungarian Football Federation president 
Imre Bozoky said Feher was a shining 
example to the country’s young footballers. 

The MLSZ - the Hungarian Football 
Federation - held a memorial service for the 
player in Budapest. 

“The whole country is in deep sadness. 


He has always been a silent and modest 
player and quickly became a role model for 
young Hungarian players,” Bozoky said. 

“Also he was very ambitious to reach as 
high as he could. He was on the way to 
being a top European player and’ did very 
well for the national teams. 

“It’s. an inestimable loss for the 
Hungarian football family.” 

Feher won 25 caps for Hungary, scoring 
seven goals, and was considered one of the 
finest young talents in the country. 

Feher was signed by Porto in 1998 and 
joined Braga on loan in 2000, before mak- 
ing the switch to Lisbon giants Benfica in 
2002. 

“If someone dies on the pitch during a 
‘game it means that he becomes a martyr and 
aero of sport,” said former Hungary coach 
Imre Gellei. “It's very very difficult to say 
anything at this moment.” 

* “Although rare, player death is not 
unprecedented and last summer Cameroon 


“We are all in deep shock and would first 
like to address his family sending our con- 
dolences, All the Benfica board and sup- 
porters are mourning our athlete, Miklos 
Feher,” Benfica’s head of communications 
Antonio Cunha Vaz said. 

‘Afier the autopsy was completed, his 
body was taken to Lisbon and will be placed 
in a chapel at Benfica’s new 65,000-seat 
Stadium of Light. There, fans have been 
laying candles and flowers since Feher’s 
death. 

A state funeral for the international strik- 
er took place last Wednesday. 

Feher’s parents, brother and fiancée 
arrived in Portugal last Monday to accom- 
pany his body back to Hungary. The player 
‘was reportedly set for getting married in 
June. 

“He was very well-liked, very polite,” 
Feher’s manager Jose Veiga told Portuguese 
radio TSF. 

“He had absolutely no malice.” 


Undated file photo of Benfica’s 
Hungarian player Miklos Feher. 
The 24-year old player was one of 
Hungary's most promising 
layers and was respected by 

many in his nation. 
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aed 


“decide 


This could be the last time Victorians will watch a South Melbourne v Melbourne Knights 


By Brendon Davis 


DERBY TEARS 

Eyen the most ardent supporters 
of the Knights and South will be 
saddened as the last ever NSL 
derby between the clubs concludes. 
‘on Sunday. 

While the 2004 Knights team is 
only a shadow of the mighty 
Knights teams of the 1980's and 
1990's, the passion, the excite- 
ment, the pressure and the exhila~ 
ration of the biannual derbies 
between these two great clubs has 
always been the most passionate 
and highly anticipated derbies in 
the NSL. 

‘There have been epic finals, 
somemagnificent grand finals, the 
agony of the petialty shoot outs to 
Championships, Peter 
Beadsley, big crowds, Fausto 
DeAmicis and the old Tynan Eyre 
Cup. 


y: 

All Victorian soccer fans looked 
forward to these two derby match- 
es each season — they usually pro- 
vided the state and the nations 
highest home and away season 
attendances - they were always 
action packed. 

While the rivalry will continue 
at VPL level, the excitement of the 
NSL matches will be fondly 
remembered as a wonderful com- 
ponent of Victorias wealthy sport- 
ing landscape. 


GOOD LUCK 


PETER 
Peter Buljan didn’t reach any 
great highs in the NSL but he is a 
decent and honest footballer who 
has played at both Victorian Clubs. 
So it was with little fanfare that 
fhe was sold this week by the 
Knights to a German third division 

club for a $12,500 fee. 
He goes with the best wishes of 


both clubs — hopefully his career 
accelerates in Europe. 

‘And another NSL journeyman 
who has played with both 
Victorian teams, Nick Sabljack is 
the latest player to flee the 
Knights. The former South 
Australian has been released to the 
Wolves where he will play his first 
game this weekend. 


BORING GLORY 

Perth Glory boss Mitch 
D’Avray told the media last week 
that he took offence to his team 
being referred to as boring. 

On Sunday night atBob Jane 
Stadium in front of more than 
11,500 football fans Perth con- 
firmed their boring reputation. 
While there were many shots on 
ie they were all from the home 


ae were playing with ten 
men behind the ball for ntost of the 
game, occasionally going forward 


‘on the counter. 

The multi million dollar squad 
with one of the highest wage bills 
in the NSL has justified its really 
boring tag. No wonder their home 
attendances are so far down. 


ALL-TO ADELAIDE 

This week hundreds of South 
fans make the trip by road, rail and 
air to Adelaide. 

While the younger fans will 
travel overnight by coach, return- 
ing straight after the final whistle, 
older supporters will fly over in 
large numbers, enjoy the Adelaide 
Presidents Dinner and the match 
before flying home the next mom-- 
ing. Some have joined the tour 
arranged by South new travel part- 
ner to enjoy a Weekend in the 
Barossa Valley on the way home, 

The cooperation and profes- 
sional relationship developing 
between the two clubs is a credit to 
them, this is the future of football 
in Australia. 


SHAME VSF 
The VSF executive haye once 
again failed to show any leader- 
ship. 


strikes, 


‘The National Soccer 
League match between 
the Brisbane Strikers 
and Sydney United 
will be played again on 
Wednesday after light- 
ning strikes and thun- 
derstorms put an end to the round 27 match. 

‘The match at Perry Park had been called off imthe 
68th minute due to a deluge of rain and lightning 


They are now regarded as the 
rogue soccer executive, which will 
hamper the development of 
Victorian soccer. 

Their spineless inaction over 
the admission of the Knights and 
‘South Melbourne into this seasons 
VPL will force Frank Lowy to 
show leadership to force this 
admission. 

‘And given the increased atten- 
dances, increased _ interest, 
increased sponsorship revenue and 
increased excitement the two clubs 
will bring to the VPL, we all won- 
der why the executive bowed to 
the stupid, short sighted self inter- 
est of a few introverted local club 
directors. 


CLOSE THE 


WINDOW 

Hopefully when the January 
transfer window closes (which has 
been extended to 2 February) it 
never re-opens, 

The concept of the sole one 
month window is another naive 
decision which entrenches the 
position of the most wealthy and 
powerful clubs. 

In England, the top two clubs. 


Strikers To Face Replay 


Brisbane was leading 1-0 
at the time thanks to a Josh 
McCloughan goal. 

The Australian Soccer 
Association has determined 
that the red card received by 
David Huxley in the aban- 
doned match will be upheld 
and was automatically sus- 
pended from United’s last match against Newcastle 
United played on Sunday. -” 


haye raided the fourth and fifth 
placed clubs and taken their best 
_players (Scott Parker of Chariton 
and Saha at Fulham). In both cases 
the player was able to force their 
employer to sell them, both 
reflecting poorly on tre player. 

Given the tremendous rewards 
flowing from Champtons League 
participation, it is quite possible a 
wealthy club could buy the best 
playerts) from their rivals, simply 
to deny them their services. 

In an Australian Context, the 
wealthy Perth or Parramatta could 
buy two or three of the South 
Melbourne players this January, 
not play them or even loan them 
out, just to deny South their ser- 
vices. 

‘The window is clearly a retain 
of trade, an employee (footballer) 
not in his managers plans can’t 
move on until season end, A club 
can't replace injured players on 
cover those on international duty 
other than during the window (or 
find an out of contract player). 

But the potential for abuse is so 
great, the window is a stupid con- 
cept which should be abolished 
forthwith. 


It’s Nige and Derek here from 
BananaTV’s Premiership Bizarrio. Each 
week we give you the news and our views 
from around the grounds of the English 


Premier League. 


This week we start off with the news 
that is rocking the foundations of ManU. 
Majority shareholders, John ‘Madge” 
Magnier and J.P McManus, are launching 
investigations into Sir Ferg’s transfer deal- 
ings and the way he is making his son, 
Jason, fat as a pig on the agents fee’s from 
Tim Howard, 
Kleberclogs and Ronaldo Jnr. Madge 
Magnier is so intent on nailing Sir Ferg's 
butt to the wall he has even hired a team of 
private dicks to stalk the Scotsman and go 
up his bum with a microscope to find any 
dirt that could bring the Big Yun down. 

Madge and Mac have just increased 
their shareholding to 25.4%; 29% means 
they have to make a formal takeover bid. 
Madge is threatening to call an Extra 
Ordinary general meeting and has opposed 
any contract extension that is longer than a 
year. He is spitting chips that Sir Ferg will 
clean up a cool 4mil in the process. 

‘We can see there could be a conflict of 
interests getting his son filthy rich, but hey, 
why not keep it in the family, This is obvi- 
ously going to be a fight to the death and 
is undoubtedly a flex your muscle situa- 
tion as both are locked in a legal battle 
over the shagging rights of wonder horse, 


transfers such as 


Rock of Gibraltar. 


group of minority share- 
holders called, aptly 
enough, Shareholders 
United. 

‘These guys stopped 
Moneybags Murdoch’s 
takeover bid 5 years ago 
and we are predicting 
the same outcome to this 
stoush. 

Less of the business 
and more of the transfer 
bollocks- seems that 


fit, Busan Icons. 


that tio of crap. 


‘This one is far from over and the play- 
ers are now involved in a possible players 
revolt if anything happens to Sir Ferg. 

‘The fans got their 2 bobs worth at the 
FA Cup tie with Northampton singing, 
“Fist off Magnier”, We don’t rate Madge 
and Mac’s chance of ousting the current 
board, as there is a 10% holding from a 


there is a lot of bollocks been going 
around that has panned out to money 
changing hands. Top of the pile is Saints’ 
Chris Marsden making the strangest move 
we've seen in along time, to Korean out- 


You don’t see that kind of movement 
every day of the week! Danny MadMan 
Mills is looking like he is going to Boro 
and they are still in the hunt for Nicky Butt 
who is being courted by Everton Toffee 
and Brum. Not much to choose from in 


- Carl Cort has ended his injury prone 
stint with the Toon and has joined Wolves 
in a 2 million squid deal. Cort actually 
tied, for the amount of sick notes handed 
in, with Spurs hypochondriac Darren 
“SickNote” Anderton. 

Now that is a lot of paper! Spurs are 
making their daily foray into the transfer 
market by cherry picking Leeds duo, stop- 
per Paul Robinson and 
James Milner for Smil. 
As usual, Spurs were 
told to go forth and 
multiply. 


Banans TV 


u another stay of execu- 
tion by raising the nec- 
essary funds to keep 

Premiership them playingforanoth- for it... 
Bizorrio er week and another 

stay until the end of the 

season, as ManU paid a 

1.8 mil instalment on the record breaking 


deal last year. 


going down, 


Now Leeds are only in 106 million 
squids worth of debt, up ftom 82mil. 
‘There is a consortium that has 20mil in 
their skyrockets and is looking to buy the 
hapless team. That should bring them back 
to a mere 86mil in the red. You might as locks 
well set fire to that money as they are 


Leeds have won 


computers’ 


Nige is looking forward to hometown 
team Plymouth Argyle, giving the all 


* whites a good spanking next season. 


Argyle is sitting pretty, 5 points clear at 
the top of Division 2. 

From misfit outfits to misfits and our 
mate, Robbie Savage. He has had to call in 
the fuzz, as a group of Villa fans got hold 
of his mobile number and put it on a toilet 
wall so everyone could send Savage their 
best wishes. 25 thousand abusive calls 
later, Savage worked out that all he need- 
ed to do was change his number. 

Not the brightest dude is our Robbie! I 
am sure that Derek was responsible for at 
least 20 thousand of them. 

In other transfer bollocks, Stan “The 
Slapper” Collymore, best known, not for 
his football, but the beating he gave 
‘Swedish Slapper Ulrika Johnson, is close 
to signing on the dotted line with...wait 
Dr Marten’s Western League out- 
fit, Gresley. How the mighty fall. But then 
again he hasn't signed yet and we're sure 
that this will be the biggest load of bol- 
locks of all time. 

Standards have definitely dropped since 
Nige was playing Western League. 

‘There endith another Bizarrio week in 
the Premier League. You can tune your 


www.bananatv.com for all the latest bol- 


in each week to 


See you here next week! : 
* Robbie Savage: Birmingham City’s 
_Nige & Derek hard-man had his number dished 
Premiership Bizarrio around by Villa supporters. 
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Green and Gold Army Series: Groen & Gots Aes 


AUSTRALIA LOSE 
TOP PROSPECT | 


By Mark Stavroulakis 


bullet has hit again on the Green 

& Gold chest after promising 

young Queensland goalkeeper 
Jaime Young last week was selected for 
the U19 England squad. 

Currently on the books of Reading FC 
in England’s First Division, Young 
expressed some time ago that he was will- 
ing to play for the Australians — but noth- 
ing eventuated from that. 

‘The 17-year-old was at one stage, 
thought about, in Ange Postecoglou’s UI 
Joeys side that competed in Finland for 
the UI7 World Cup last year. 

Young’s tremendous efforts in 
Reading’s reserve grade squad along with 
being chosen as the clubs number two 
goalkeeper did little to entice the 
‘Australian coach in selecting Young. 

‘The English F.A. made no qualms as to 
their seriousness in wanting Young and 
jumped on the bandwagon by selecting the 
QLD youngster for this month’s friendly 
match against Holland on Valentine's Day, 

Both Young’s parents are of English 
descent thus making the move to represent 
England that much easier, 

Jaime first came to Reading as a 16- 
year-old when he joined their well-known 
‘Academy set-up thanks to SFX manager 
and former Socceroo Andy Bernal. 

‘A former player for Reading, Bernal 
recommended Young to Reading as one of 
Austtalia’s most talented young shot-stop- 


18, 
Bemnal’s intuition became true soon 

after the then 16-year-old played some 

sterling performances for the Blues. 


Reading manager Steve Coppell has 
been delighted with Jaime’s progress 
towards the top so much that he awarded 
him the number two goalkeeper’s jersey 
and stated that it won't be too long until 
the Australian-bom gains a start in the 
first team squad. 

Current American first team keeper 
Marcus Hahnemann has been quoted as 
saying that his position as the number one 
for Reading is always under threat by the 
youngster who he believes has a bright 
future ahead of him. 


Ps 


Jaime Young: What's 
Australia’s loss has been 
England’s gain. 


Accompanying Young in Holland with 
the U19’s England squad will also be 
Leeds wonder-kid James Milner who 
could make the move towards a bigger 
Premier League very shortly. 

Jamie has previously played for 
England’s youth teams on a number of 
occasions, most recently in an internation- 


al tournament in Moscow in September. 
He also traed with Scotiand’s youth 
sides before making the switch to 
England. He has been on the bench for the 
Reading first team ever since the middle 
of January when Jamie Ashdown went on 
loan to Rushden & Diamonds, and has 
regularly impressed for both the reserves 
and under 19s throughout the campaign. 

The Queensland-born shot-stopper is 
known for being confident and vocal in 
goal and one of his trade-mark saves is to 
expertly tip the ball over the bar from ris- 
ing efforts on his goal. It also looks good 
for the cameras as stated on the club's 
website. 

‘This isn’t the first time Australia have 
lost out on talent, former Central Coast 
attacking midfielder Jaime McMaster 
made the switch from the Green & Gold 
and represented England while Ante Seric 
and Josip Simunic both starred for Croatia 
at the last World Cup in Korea/Japan. 

Another one of our brightest young tal- 
ents, James Wesolowski, currently playing 
for Leicester City’s Academy squad could 
also take the same pathway as Young. 

‘The former Westfields Sports High stu- 
dent has been regarded by many as one of 
the best talents ever to leave the shores of 
Australia. 

Like Young, James was eligible to play 
for the Joeys last year but was overlooked. 


KNIGHTS 
THE OUTER 


Nick Sabljak has bid faréwell to the Knights and 


has signed with the Wolves for the remainder of 
the season. 


ON 


Both players made the 
move due to the VPL’s deci- 
sion in not admitting the 
Knights into this year’s com- 
petition, = 

The decision —_ was 
heartache for the Knights 
players who have stated that 
players will leave one by one 
if nothing is done about this, 

Angry Knights officials 
have questioned Frank 
Lowy’s ability in striking up 
a deal with the VSF and have 
asked that something should 
immediately be* done, in 
order of helping the once 
glamour — club from 
Melboume. 

Shades of the Viduka- 
Skoko and Tiatto era have} 
seen the club pass through 
some retched times. 

A huge outburst is expect- 
ed to happen if nothing is 
done about the Knights deci- 
sion to move into the VPL 
this season. 

This comes weeks after 


Victorian State League side / 


Melbourne United S.C. stat- 
ed to ABSW that no deal nor 


‘This again has raised the question as to nm what will appear to The Wollongong Wolves 
why are these players subjected into be.a major shape-up of snapped up the services of any verbal agreement was 
switching sides, : the Melbourne Knights attacker Nick Sabljak while sought out between them and 
Australia has for far too long lostouton _side, coach Ian Dobson has _ striker Peter Buljan hascom- the Knights for a possible 
top prospects such as Young and efforts lost two vital players from pleted his move to German move into next season’s 
must be sought out under the new Frank © Knights Stadium after the Third Division side APL. 
Lowy regime in keeping the talent in transfer deadline came toa Saarbrucken for a nominal 
Australia. close last Saturday evening. fee. 


WL 


QueemstanD 


LOWS 


SOCCER CLUB 


Palm Beach Sharks . . «1 
(Costello) 


Peninsula Power .....0 
Half Time 0-0 


he 2003/2004 Summer Youth League came 

to a dramatic conclusion at Palm Beach on 

Saturday night with the Grand Final 
between the two sides that had finished top of their 
respective groups, Palm Beach Sharks and 
Peninsula Power Dolphins. . 

‘An excellent crowd tumed out for this play off, 
boosted by the large numbers of traveling supporters 
from Peninsula, The conditions were ideal and every- 
thing was set for.what turned out to be a thrilling 
finale, 

It only took six minutes before the first shots on 
goal started with Shane Robinson from Palm Beach 
Setting the tone for the match. The different styles of 
the two sides was creating plenty of work for referee 
‘Tammy Ogston, who was working overtime keeping 
the peace out on the pitch, 

‘The direct running style and quick closing down of 
the Peninsula midfield was giving the Palm Beach 
lads no time on the ball and subsequently lots of 
turnover of possession. 

The first half though tuned into a personal duel 

__ between striker Steven Cleary from Peninsula and 
goalkeeper Mitch Cleary from Palm Beach. 

On at least four occasions brilliant goalkeeping 
from Cleary was the only thing that stopped Peninsula 
from taking the lead. Frustrations lead to a number of 
fouls and back chat from both sides but once.the play- 
ers concentrated on the football the crowd were thor- 
oughly entertained. 

‘The direct running of Cleary and support from the 

~Peninsula midfielders Michael Hayter and Shaun 
Feuerrigel was causing concerns at the back for Palm 
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GRAND FINAL 


Beach but well marshalled by John Costello and some 
desperation by Nick Hulme helped to keep the scores 
evel at half time, Neil Monro had tried to get his Palm 
Beach midfield going but the pressure and enthusiasm 
of Peninsula had prevented them for building up any 
substantial attacks and had made them try much long 
range shooting. 

The half time break gave everyone a well deserved 
breather. The players had not stopped running for the 
entire 45 minutes and their supporters definitely had 
got behind them with some very vocal support. The 
coaches would have been happy with the efforts of all 
players but would have stressed the importance of 
continuing the momentum in the second half and con- 
verting the chances that came. It was starting to look 
like a classic case of a one goal game, with either side 
capable of breaking the deadlock. 

The second half started in the same manner as the 
first finished with both sides throwing everything at 
each other. In the 10th minute though came the crucial 
point of the game when Tammy Ogston pointed to the 
spot after a tackle brought down a Palm Beach attack- 
er as he was about to shoot. 

The pressure on John Costello was felt around the 
ground but he calmly converted to give his team the 
lead. 

The game then went from end to end with both 
sides keen to show their ability. Cleary’s pace and run- 
ning was still causing problems for Palm Beach 
defenders and the midfield battle showed no signs of 
letting up. The pressure that peninsula were exerting 
on the Palm Beach goals nearly paid off after 30 
minute with a back post header from Darren 
McKenzie looking like a goal uptil Mitch Cleary 


again made a world-class save to deny him and unfor- 
tunately for Peninsula the resultant loose ball was hit 
oyer the cross bar. 

Shaun Feuerrigel then went close as did Simon 
Wade at the other end and it was pressure on the keep~ 
ers at both ends. Tempers were getting a little frayed 
but the competitiveness of all players was a delight to 
their coaches and spectators. Fabian Tjin had a chance 
to settle the game fro Palm Beach just before full time 
but shot over after being through the last line of 
defence. 

_ Fingemails were definitely being chewed on the 
outer side of the fence as Ogston added on injury time 
and when she blew for full time the relief for Palm 
Beach and the disappointment for Peninsula was for 
all to see. Both teams were deservedly applauded for 
their outstanding efforts from a very appreciative 
crowd. 
~ Peninsula, while obviously disappointed could be 
ve y proud of the way their side had performed during 
the season. Their talent for scoring goals helped them 
finish top of their group with only two losses and sub- 
sequently Steven Cleary was awarded the Southern 
Cross Catering Golden Boot award for the leading 
goalscorer in the competition. 

Palm Beach had also plenty to be proud of, winning 
their group with only one loss and holding out a deter- 
mined Peninsula side in this match to prove them- 
selves worthy Summer League Champions. 

The after match presentation also saw Queensland 
Lions win the Uhlsport Fair Play award for the team 
with the best disciplinary record and Toni Reinikanen 
from Sunshine Coast Hawks winning the Southern 
Cross Catering Best and Fairest Player award. 
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SPIRIT’S CENTRAL 
COAST VENTURE 


tiling National League club 

forthern Spirit have been 

rumoured to be playing their final 

three home games at the Central Coast 
Stadium, 

Its been speculated that this 
move has been organized for 
the past nine months and there 
could be a new venture that will 
emerge from this. 

*Pacific Thunder’, is said to be 
the new name for the Spirit in its 
plight to stay in the new re- 
vamped league under Frank 
Lowy next season. 

Various Spirit organizers from its 
supporters club have been contacted to 
form a new group for this new venture and 
already plans of promotion on the Thunder 

have been put well under way. 

At this stage it almost looks certain that the 
Perth Glory, Adelaide United and South 
Melbourne have booked their seats in the 
new APL, Pacific Thunder could just be that 


next team to book its tickets. 

Spirit coach Lawrie MeKinna was inter- 
viewed some weeks back by Perth radio 
‘when his side ventured off to Perth mid-week 
and stated that Spirit owner Antonio Gelonesi 

had been working with the 
Gosford bid for nine months. 
It is speculated that Gelonesi 
will be apart of the new venture 
next season and under the new 
consortium, the Spirit's wages 
and debts should be cleared. 
Its been a termultious year for the 
Spirit camp who only weeks back 
Jooked on the cusp of defaulting 
from the NSL all together after failed 
payments to both the ASA and its players. 
If this venture is true, the Central Coast 
people will have a side to support and could 
also haye a helping hand from advertising 
guru John Singleton along the way. 

ABSW will keep you posted with further 
developments on this issue. 


Dusan Purac: ‘White Pele’ will 
be on his toes searching for new 
talent in his new academy. 


lor over 15 years Dusan ‘Darcy’ 

Purac has been running his 

own soccer skills academy in 

various Sydney locations. It is now 

time to share his amazing skills with 

the rest of the football (soccer) play- 
ing world. 

Purac is a former Yugoslavian foot- 
ball superstar and indoor soccer king 
who played for some of his countries 
top teams and under some of the world’s 


MAKRIS TO GET 


best coaches during the 1970's. As a 
dedicated young player Purac was able 
to refine his skills to a point where he 
was often referred to as “White Pele’. 

‘Today, whist teaching the next gener- 
ation at his academy it is obvious that 
Darey’s skills are still all intact and his 
natural talent is comparable to some of 
today’s best players. 

Purac has been able to assist over 500 
players to representative level, includ- 
ing a number who have represented 
Australia and other nations. 

In recent years Dusan Purac’s Soccer 
Academy has received plenty of TV and 
print media coverage both in Australia 
and overseas, 

This coverage combined with the 
success of his two instructional videos, 
READY SET GOAL and SOCCER 
SKILLS has led to interest from over- 
seas soccer institutions including a 
major sports management firm in the 


This UK based firm referred to as PM 
are football specialists with agents in all 
major football locations including UK, 


PURAC’S RIT'S CENTRAL [Ml PURAC’S VISION 


Europe and South America. Each is 
looking for short term skills coaching 
positions for Dusan as well as seeking : 
new talent from Purac’s academy here 
in Australia. 

Vantage Management is working as 
the Australian connection for PM, coor- 
dinating Purac’s academy and recom- 
mending talented players for trials 
overseas, 

Vantage is currently reviewing a 
number overseas opportunities for 
Purac in 2004 as well as working to 
build up Purac’s academy in Sydney to 
a point where it will be a major force in 
training our future champions. 

Tn this day in age, a number of scouts 
are looking for good young Australian 
talent and already Purac and his acade- 
my have been alerted to his players. 

Such players as Northern Spirit's 
Adam Kwasnik and Sydney United's 
little maestro Anthony Doumanis are 
just some of the players that have been 
taught by Purac. 


Wealthy South Australian businessman Con 
Makris is looking towards partnering South 
Melbourne in next séason’s APL. 


Mad Minute with Shane Webb 


DR: Favourite holiday destination? 


Dancing. 


R&B. 


Music. 


delaide Galaxy 
owner and rich 
South Australian 


businessman Con Makris 
could be South 
Melbourne’s new partner 
for the new APL next sea- 
son. 

A wealthy — property 
developer, a $5 million 
incentive to gain control of 
South has been presented to 
the club by Makris. 

Discussions have kicked 
off with current South 
President Peter Mitrakas 
and Makris who is looking 
for a major partner in a bid 
to have the Blues gain entry 
towards the APL next sea- 
son. . 

“We can have a very suc- 
cessful club with present- 
day- Socceroos playing in 
the team’and averaging 10- 
12000 spectators per game” 


DR: Favourite form of exercise? 
DR: ExercielDril you hate? 
Beep test. 

DR: What musie fires you up? 


DR: What cant you live without? 


INVOLVED? 


Makris stated to the “Herald 
Sun’, 

Mitrakas has stated that 
the club needs to start with a 
cool $3 million with assur- 
ance that the club will be 
funded on the grounds of 
their club operations for the 
first five seasons in the 
Apia 

“We're looking for ven- 
ture partners and we've got 
other interested parties, but 
Mr Makris is the definite 
front runner, Hes mega- 
wealthy. 

“His worth between 
$400-500 million and his in 
the BRW top 200 rich lest in 
Australia. At the end of the 
day its whether he sees 
value in the venture and he 
thinks this place can make 
money”, Mitrakas stated to 
the “Herald Sun’. 


Tahiti. 

DR: Best hangover cure? 
‘The beach. 

DR: Dream car? 

Porsche 911. 

DR: Favourite drink? 
Bourbon and coke. 


South Melbourne 
Launches T.V. Program 


outh Melbourne Soccer Club fans 

can now get an in-depth under- 

standing of the team and its perfor- 

mances through a new one hour 

television show that commenced last 
Friday. 

‘The South Melbourne Show will run for 
an hour each Friday night through a 
prime time show dedicated to the 
South Melbourne Soccer Club. * 

The show will feature 
match highlights, player and 
coach interviews, post match 
media conferences, competi- 
tions and junior, women’s 
and community segments, The 
program will be produced by 
the Greek Media 

Network in a deal that not only 
includes production, but also includes the 
provision of air-time on the Channel 31 
Network. 

‘This initiative by South again proves the 
tireless backstage efforts of the club in 
ensuring that our strategic and marketing 
plans are representative of what is required 


EST 


‘SOUTH MELBOURNE S.C, 


DR: Have you ever used a chat-up 


line that worked? 
Thaven’t got any. 
DR: Favourite “Superhero”? 
Superman. 


WORD 


ASSOCIATIONS. 


Reality television: Bull**** 


xk 


for entry into the new league. South 
Melbourne is the only NSL club to air their 
‘own dedicated soccer show. 

South Chief Executive Mark Patterson 
believes the show will not only be informa- 
tive for South’s thousands of fans it will 
assist in the exposure and development of 
soccer in Victoria. 

“This isa great initiative that we axe 
x confident will drive “idditional 
support for the team and 
sim | increase the profile of its star 
players and soccer in general” 
he said. 
World clubs such as 
Manchester United, Arsenal, 
AS Roma and Juventus to same 
a few have been using this service 
for the past couple. of seasons where 
its seen a number of funds generate 
towards the clubs. 

South Melbourne’s view in past weeks 
about getting their pitch hi-tech, and gain- 
ing new sponsors have but strengthened 
their chances of making the APL next sea- 


DR: Your best footballing asset? 
Speed. 
DR: Describe your dance moves in 
three words. 

Experience to remember. 
DR: Pub grub or fine dining? 
Fine dining, 
DR: Most admired sportsperson? ~ 
Kosta Tszyu. 
DR: Sporting dream (non football)? 
Professional tennis player. 

- DR: Coach’s favourite'saying? 
“Chalk and cheese”. 


DR: Do you haye a good luck charm? 

A bible that fits in my palm. 

DR: Are you a boxers or a briefs guy? 

Both. 

DR: What makes you laugh? 

‘Angelo Costanzo 

DR: What's under your bed? 

Nothing. 

DR: What's your golf handicap? 

Too much! 

DR: What's your score in the “Beep 
Test”? 

14, 


DR: Favourite food? 

Lamb. 

DR: Three guests you would have to a 
dinner party? 

Charlize Theron, Beyonce, and my 
mate Sayed. 

DR: What would you cook to 
impress? 

T can't cook. 

DR: Most used appliance? 

My mobile phone...for fun. 
| DR: Must-have power tool? 

Grinder. 
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Paris Hilton: Sexy 
Nudity: Fun 

Light Beer: Long night 
Religion: Church 
‘Training: Hard 


Media: Informative 


Shane Webb: Marconi’s 
shining star. 


Fast food: Good after a night out 


After Round 22 
PERTH GLORY 


PARRAMATTA POWER 


=SOUTH MELBOURNE 


BRISBANE STRIKERS 


ADELAIDE UNITED 
SYDNEY UNITED 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC 
MARCONI STALLIONS 
NEWCASTLE UTD 
WOLLONGONG WOLVES 
NORTHERN SPIRIT 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS ~ 
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ND |RIDIMD|D|IAD/|OM|N}]N Jo 


KINGZ 


PARRAMATTA POWER 


(A Mllicic 16, F Rech 40’, S Petrovski 49’, A Gumprecht 63’) 


WOLLONGONG WOLVES ... 


(J Van Blerk 3’, C Nwaogazi 39’, N Sabljak 42') 


Referee: Eddie Lennie. Crowd: 2,237.Venue: Parramatta Stadium, 
Teams: PARRAMATTA POWER; Bolton, Ceccoli, Beauchamp, 
Dodd (Sobezyk 83'), Gumprecht, Milicic (Bridge 92’), Rech, Pantelis, 
O'Grady, Petrovski (Thompson 60’), Zorbas, 

‘Subs Not Used; Vukovic (gk). 

WOLLONGONG WOLVES: Angelov, Dragas, Van Blerk, Hughes, 
Lyons (Timpano 80’), Arrarte (DeGiovianniello 46’), Young, Sabljak, 
Cummins (Majurovski 80’), Blake, Nwaogazi. 

‘Subs Not Used: Arcaba (gk). 

Cautions: A Gumprecht (PP) 73’. 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 


(A Leljer og 23', K Sarkies 41’, M Curcija 52’, S Tunbridge 90’) 
MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 


Referee: Mark Shield. Crowd; 8,120, Venue: Bob Jane Stadium. 


Teams; SOUTH MELBOURNE: Theoklitos, Storey, Durakovic, 
Kovacevic, Coveny (Laurie 46’), Boutsianis, Lia, Murdocca, Curcija 
(Trimboli 81’), Sarkies, Poutakidis (Tunbridge 46’). 

Subs Not Used: D Anastasiadis (gk). 

MELBOURNE KNIGHTS: Knezevic, Marth, Vasilevski (Oksuz 46’), 
Rocco, Razov, Erdogan, Leijer, A Vargas, Fa’Arodo (Marinos 46’), 
Pantelidis, Trajanovski. 

Subs Not Used: Kovacic, Tomich (gk). 

Cautions: A Marth (MK) 56’; A Vargas (MK) 65’. 


SYDNEY UNITED... 


(B Santalab 22’, L Austin 40’) 


NEWCASTLE UNITED 
Referee: Perry Mur, Crowd: 2,276. Venue: SC Sports Centre. 


Teams: SYDNEY UNITED: Reddy, Cunico, Vrkic, Langdon 
(Markovic 85’), Collina, Heffernan, Austin, lvanic (Parisi 76’), B 
Santalab, Rudan, Doumanis (Filipovic 85’). 

Subs Not Used: Necevski (gk). 

NEWCASTLE UNITED: Willis, Deans, Thomas, Prentice (Mitchell 
56’), Wilson (McPherson 72’), R Griffiths, Tsekenis, Masi, Middleby, 
Eagleton, Thiessen (Johnson 46’). 

Subs Not Used: Kennedy (gk). 

Cautions: Nil 
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PERTH GLORY 


(D Mori 30’, 34’) 
ADELAIDE UNITED 
Referee: Angelo Nardi. Crowd: 9,711.Venue: MembersEquity Std. 


Teams: PERTH GLORY: Petkovic, Bingley, Hassell (Mrdja 80’), 
Murphy, Despotovski (Packer 87’), Bymes, Pondeljak, Mori, Faria 
(Caceres 77’), Harnwell, Coyne. 

Subs Not Used: Matassa (gk). 

ADELAIDE UNITED: Scarsella, Alagich, Rees, Goulding, Valkanis, 
Veart, Vidmar, Westervelt (Demourtzidis 82'), Saric (Agius 65’), 
Pellegrino (Terminello 60’), Budin. 

Subs Not Used: Bajic (gk). 

Cautions: M Saric (AU) 51’, C Veart (AU) 66’. 


FOOTBALL KINGZ 
(N Hickey 51’, J Rowley 94') 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC .. 
(P Cardozo 8’, A Juric 28', P Bojic 


Referee: Nathan Rice. Crowd: 1,013. Venue: Waikato Stadium. 
Teams: KINGZ: Utting, Collins, Tambouras, Jackson, Christie, 
Campbell, Hickey, Ngata, Rowley, Scott (Harries 62’), Hay (Williams 
60') 

Subs Not Used: Coombes, Nicholson (gk). 

SYDNEY OLYMPIC: Hughes, Souris (Baillie 71’), Kohler, Juric, Fyfe, 
Cardozo, Halpin, Bojic (Bakis 78’), Nikias (Schirripa 66’), Ishida, 
Caravella. 

Subs Not Used: Moss (gk). 

Cautions: C Jackson (FK} 14’, D Hay (FK) 24’, G Souris (SO) 46’, T 
Halpin (SO) 50’. 


BRISBANE STRIKERS . 


MARCONI STALLIONS . 2 
(B Maloney 66’, N Carle 87’) 


Referee: Simon Micallef. Crowd: 2,257.Venue: Marconi Stadium. 


Teams: BRISBANE ¢ TRIKERS: Higgins McCloughan, McLaren, 
Grierson, Fitzsimmons, Webber, Brain, Pilic (McKay 71’), Scuderi 
(Rose 56’), Moon (Brownlie 75’), Morley. 

‘Subs Not Used: Baldock (gk). 

MARCONI STALLIONS: Turnbull, Bell, Longo, Costanzo, Last, 
Maloney, Brosque, Thwaite (Casserly 54’), Harris (Spiteri 75’), Carle, 
Renaud. 

‘Subs Not Used: Gibson, Alogdellis (9k). 
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Damian Mori 
(PERTH GLORY) 

The master of scoring goals in the National 
League, Darian Mori was at his best yet 
again after he scored a double against his old 
home-town Adelaide United last week. 
Known as being the most prolific scorer 
in NSL's history, Mori has battled injury 
during the start of the NSL season. 

The Glorys tar has put it all behind him 
through having notch up his tenth goals of 
the year, watch out Milicic, Mori is on the rise. 


Melbourne 
Sat 7-2-04 
Perth Glory vs . 
Wollongong Wolves 
Marconi Stallions vs 
Kingz 
‘Sun 8-2-04 
Sydney Olympic vs 
Newcastle Utd 
Sydney Utd vs Northern 
Spirit 


Parramatta Power ys 
Brisbane Strikers 
Northern Spirit - Bye 


R19 Deferred Match - 
Parramatta Power vs 
Marconi (4th Feb) 


R3 Deferred Mateh - 
Melbourne Knights vs 
Adelaide United (8th 
Feb) 
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NOT THE END OF THE 
WORLD FOR BROSQUE 


A prime example of how cut-throat making the 
grade overseas can be, Olyroos striker Alex 
Brosque found out the hard-way after playing a 
below-par performance in the Aussie side's five-nil 
win over the Solomon Islands. 

French First Division club Lens were keen on 
signing the 20-year-old from Marconi but one of the 
club’s technical director Jean-Luc Lamarche decid- 
ed against it after the Solomon Isles game classing 
it as one of the worst games of football he has wit- 
nessed for years. 

Lamarche is no stranger to the Australian soccer 
circles, 

Lens’ technical director was responsible for 
choosing former Socceroo Robbie Slater some 
years back in playing for the side's first division 
squad, 

Brosque was set to be one of Lens’ most promis- 
ing targets and reaped the rewards after a fantastic 
U20 campaign in the United Arab Emirates with the 
Young Socceroos. 

Big red ticks were placed on the side of the 
Fairfield born stars name but from one game, the 
Lens tech director changed his mood. 

Spending three days in Sydney, Lamarche 
boarded a 747 Aeroplane and went straight back to 
France. 

By all accounts it hasn't been the best of tourna- 
ments for Brosque who scored one goal in the 
Olyroos six-nil drubbing of Samoa. 

The player confirmed it himself that he has had a 
rather disappointing start to his U23 international 
career. 

“| just haven't been myself for the past couple of 
games, By my standards, | was very disappointing 
against Solomon Islands. | have to get my confi- 
dence back up. You don't purposely slack off in 
these games but you do find yourself in a comfort 
zone,” Brosque stated to the ‘Sun Herald. 

A product of the AIS, Marconi’s brightest talent 
surely should not hold this missed opportunity in 
France against him. 

With time on his side, Alex will certainly be looked 
at by a number of clubs during the final rounds of 
the National League and then it will only be time 
until yet another star will make the pilgrimage over- 
seas. 

‘One such player that learned the hard way in fac- 
ing French football head-on was Brosque's team- 
mate Nick Carle. 

The talented attacking midfielder was one of this 
country’s most talented ball players and after his 
time at Sydney Olympic, signed a deal with French 
side Troyes, 

Being used as the side’s first team player as soon 

as he got off the plane, Carle’s dream of making it 
big.in Europe was only around the corner. 
That was until the 
dazzler suffered a 
knee injury and fell 
out of sorts with the 
then new coach at 
Troyes. 

Battling homesick- 
ness and second 
team football, Carle 
decided to put his 
birth country first and 
‘ecturned to Australia, 
This move was to 
prove vital as his scin- 
tillating p rformances 
for Marconi caught 
the attention of Frank 
Farina who chose him 
for the Olyroos. 

Brosque could have 
been in the same 
predicament but now 
has the chance to 
bide his time just a lit- 
tle more before that 

REAL offer comes through. : 
Many youngsters make the mistake of leaving 
Australia too early in their careers. For Brosque, this 
_ could have been a blessing in disguise. 
Chin up Alex — many more clubs awaits you. 


Heads Up For Alex: 
After being told that he 
was no longer needed 
by Lehs, the he Stallions 
striker has set his 
+ goals in gaining a 
bigger contract from a 
bigger club. 


* 


GREEN AND GOLD SUCCESS 


Australia Day was not only a celebration for 
all Aussie’s across the nation but it also herald- 
ed a brilliant day for the Olyroos, =~ 

After defeating archrivals New Zealand two- 
nil on home turf, it was pleasing to see the 
amount of support the boys received during the 
match. 

Seven thousand plus ventured to Parramatta 
Stadium watching the Green’ and Gold’s claim 
victory. 

Australia’s most read about and passionate 
‘supporters, ‘The Green & Gold Army”, were cer- 
tainly in full voice, 

Led by their main man and ABSW contributor 
Mark van Aken, the supporters were well 
dressed and in fine voice with their driving 
songs. 

Exerts from famous Australian songs like 
Waltzing Matilda and Hey True Blue could be 
heard from across the terraces of the Power 
stand. 


ELRICH THE MODEL 
Many on-lookers at Parramatta Stadium would 


A hit with the ladies: Ahmad Elrich shown 
parading with his top off after scoring the 
second goal in the Olyroos two-nil win over 
the Kiwis during their first leg. 


sheds 


by Mark Stavroulakis 


have witnessed Olyroo winger Ahmad Elrich’s 
amazing display in ripping off his shirt under a short 
space of time. 

The female supporters who went and saw this 
exciting match were treated to a surprise when 
Elrich paraded the field with his shirt off. 

One female observer who will be known as Ms X 
yelled out “Give me your number Ahmad”, not bad 
Zag, there’s a career after football for you. 


GLORY MINOR PREMIERS 


Even though the National League still has 
four rounds to play along with a handful of 
deferred matches, it is no secret that the Perth 
Glory look set to take out this year’s Minor 
Premiership. 

South Melbourne coach Stuart Munro and 
Power boss Nick Theo have both conceded that 
Perth’s reign at the top will not be stopped and 
that the fight for second place will be on the 
cards, 

Both South Melbourne and the Power would 
love nothing more than having a second chance 
as well as having the opportunity to host the 
final in their respective state. 

It was a rather dull year for the Melbourne 
side last season, both South and the Melbourne 
Knights failed to make the final six spot. 

Every Victorian will be banking on the Blues, 
especially after the eleven thousand plus crowd 
against the Glory last week, Bob Jane Stadium 
is definitely the place to be at, at the moment. 


KNIGHTS OPEN LETTER 


The following is an open letter to the commis- 
sioners of the Victorian Premier League, calling on 
them to change their decision not to admit 
Mélbourne Knights into the VPL for this season: 


Dear Sirs, 

An open letter to the Commissioners of tHe 
Victorian Premier League 

“Things which matter most must never be at the 
mercy of things which matter least’. 


The players of the Melbourne Knights Soccer 
Club are devastated at the decision of the Victorian 
Soccer Federation to reject our clubs application to 
be admitted into the Victorian Premier League. 

As players whose livelihoods are invested totally 
in this game we love, we urge the Commission to 
act as leaders and admit our club into the VPL. 

Upon being elected as trustees of this great sport 
for all Victorians, the Commission of the VSF 
agrees to: 

- 

a) promote, watch over and consider the interests. 
of the game; 

b) co-operate with clubs which have interests 
beneficial to the game; and 

c) support, protect and advance the game of foot- 
ball in Victoria; 


Sadly for the game, these goals cannot be 
achieved by excluding two of Australia’s proudest 


‘sporting clubs from our state's premier competition. 


Not only will the clubs and players suffer enor- 
mously, the league itself will suffer. Every fan and 
follower of the league will know that this competition 
is nowhere near as strong and as vibrant as it could 
be. And with the Knights (and South Melbourne) on 
board, it could truly be a wonderful competition that 
every follower of our sport could embrace, 

And what of us, the players? Close to 50 of us 
may be left to die a professional death, with no club 
or competition to play for perhaps eight months. 

We are obliged by contract, but more importantly 
by our pride and moral commitment to the club, to 
see them through until the end of their final NSL 
season. If we do this though, we place our caréers 
in doubt, as your rules wont less us play for any 
other club once the VPL season has kicked off, We 
either let our club become a lamb to the slaughter, 
‘or we become the lambs ourselves- and for what? 

Now, more than ever, our game needs leaders- 
people willing to make decisions independent of the 
self-interest that has held our game back for so 
long. We trust that we can rely on you to make this 
important decision with that in mind. 

Yours sincerely, 
Rodrigo Vargas 
Captain 
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~ On behalf of the players of the 
Melbourne Knights Soccer Club 


TRANSFER HALT 


The soccer world closed its doors yet 
again for any transfers last Saturday 
evening as the deadline had passed 
on. 

A number of overseas and Australian 
based clubs took the conservative 
approach of not splurging into the mar- 
ket as done in the past. 

No really big transfers were seen in 
Oz, this though will certainly change in 
next year’s campaign when the clubs 
should have the money they've been 
longing for. 


MARCONI’S MASSIVE 
MONTH 


After deferring its last four NSL match- 
es, due to Australian national team repre- 
sentative commitments for four of its 
pleyers (Alex Brosque, Michael Thwaite, 


Nick Carle and Michael Turnbull), the ~ 


Stallions now needs to play eight gates 
throughout February. 

On just six previous occasions has a 
NSL team played eight matches in a cal- 
endar month - with mixed success. 

JP will be looking towards consolidating 
some much needed points in their fight for 
a final six placing come end of the NSL 
Season. 


/ 
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wo unlikely stoppage-time goals 
T: the Belconnen Blue Devils 

stole a point for the men from the 
nation's capital and denied two that 
home side A.P.I,A.-Leichhardt felt sure 
they had in the bag at Lambert Park on 
Sunday, 

After a very fast and exciting game, 
which the home side dominated for long 
periods, A.PILA. had established a handy 
and seemingly impregnable 2-0 lead as the 
time for the final whistle drew near, 

APLA. already held the whip hand 
because their opponents’ keeper and cap- 
tain, Tony Giannasca, had been sent off for 
deliberately handling the ball outside his 
area in attempting to deny Zlatko 
Arambasic a goalscoring opportunity in 
the 68th minute, 

‘That meant that rookie Jimmy Carr 
Would take over in goal and striker Daniel 
Macor woiild drop back to the midfield, 
but Carr played his part in the amazing 
comeback 2-2 draw by Belconnen by mak- 
ing one superb save from a screamer of a 
shot from Tony Alilovic, in the 76th and 
then outwitting Arambasic in the dying 
moment, as the A.PLA. ace looked cer- 
fain to score. 

Tn truth, the miss came more through a 
bumbling effort from Arambasic than any- 
thing else, as the chance was put ona plate 
for him by Paul Bilokapic and the A.PILA. 
striker stumbled on the ball when a tidy 
finish was all that was really needed. 


Belconnen coach Chris Tanzey 
happy to take a point 


Had Arambasic netted what would 
have been the home side's third goal of the 
game there would haye been no way back 

“for the visitors, but against ten men, with 

stoppage time looming, that already 

seemed an impossible task. As it happened 
it was not too late at all for the Canberra 
side. 

A.PILA. coach Les De Celis admitted, 
after the game, to have blundered badly 
with his substitution decisions late in pro- 
ceedings. 

With Robbie Hooker looking tired, in 
= the coach's opinion, De Celis brought on 
John Paul Boutros, but the player replaced 
had been one of the most effective defend- 
ers to that point and the change-around of 
the back four appeared to unbalance the 
Tigers. 

The coach then took off the team's best 
attacking player on the day, Alilovic, ten 
minutes from time and agreed later that 
this was also a mistake, as the man who 
came on was unable to cover adequately. 

Belconnen had everything falling into 
place for them at the finish. 

Referee Craig Pearce allowed dynamic 
Blue Devils substitute, Ilija Prenzoski, to 
take a cheeky free kick three minutes into 
Stoppage time that had been foolishly con- 
ceded on the left hand edge of the box. It 
was like watching Arsenal at work, this 
goal. 

Prenzoski stroked the ball past .the 
keeper to reduce the deficit to 2-1, with the 
APIA. defenders falling for the sucker 
punch, 

This alone would not have made much 
difference, with the game already deep into 
stoppage time, but somehow A\PL.A. 
switched off enough to allow the same 
player enough room to waltz down the left 
and make a clear path for goal before let- 
ting fly with a fierce drive that found the 
bottom right comer of the net just one 
minute later. 

His free kick had done the same thing. 

‘The unexpected finish to the game took 
the gloss off a great performance that 
should have: pleased the highly critical 
APLA. supporters, who had seen their 
team in vintage form for most of the sec- 
ond period and much of the first. 

That Belconnen was constantly under 
pressure may have been partly because 
they were without the suspended Mike 
Katz and the injured David Arranz, but 
when they were reduced to ten men everr 


their most ardent fans would not have 
believed a class side like A.PLA. could 
allow them back in the game, especially 
after the Giannasca send-off. 

ALA. had scored two fine goals and 
looked like scoring many more but 
Arambasic, in particular, was guilty of 
some poor finishing, though he did much 
solid work in leading the line and letting 
both Norman Tome and Alilovic shine. 

Belconnen began the game brightly in 
what was a highly competitive fixture but 
APIA. began to wrest control half an 
hour into'the game. 

Alilovic and Bilokapic both sent good 
shots narrowly over the bar and the first 
half was, therefore, scoreless al the finish. 

A.P.LA. took the lead in the 61st 
through Alilovic who was allowed to 
approach the goal and pick his spot after a 
short comer on the left had allowed him to 
have the ball at his feet. 

Moments earlier a good comer on the 
left by Belconnen had seen Adrian 
Dowling let fly with a shot that Brad 
Swancott did well to get a hand to and then 
direct the ball for a comer off the back of 
an unwiiting Paul Dee, A let-off for the 
home side for sure. 

In the 66th a cleverly-worked free kick 
allowed Alilovic to send a shot crashing 
against the crossbar and when the ball 
came down there was Tome to smash it 
home. 

The lead up work was classy to watch 
and it was to give the side a 2-0 lead, that 
most dangerous of scorelines, as things 
transpired yet again. 

When Arambasic ran onto a great ball 
down the right in the 68th and looked set to 
race into the box and score Blue Devils’ 
keeper Giannasca raced out to meet him 
and as Arambasic lifted the ball towards 
goal the keeper instinctively reached up to 
try and save the ball, earning himself dis- 
missal based on a report of the assistant 
referee on the right touchline who saw itall 
at close quarters. Referee Pearce consulted 
for’a moment and then showed the red 
card. 

Alilovic, before being replaced by Ryan 
Jones, looked set to score his side's third in 
the 76th, but his well-struck effort was 
superbly taken by Carr and then came the 
exciting and spectacular finale to what was 
a great evening's football. The Arambasic 
miss and the two Blue Devils goals. 

Chris Tanzey, the Blue Devils’ coach 


ite 


Back 


Ziatzo Aranbasic and Elliot Zwangban! in a tight tussle. 


was quiet after the game. — 

"I would have told the lads 1 was happy 
about the way they played even if it had 
stayed 2-0, but of course I was even hap- 
pier when those two goals went in." 

"[ felt that my boys had turned the cor- 
ner after last week's defeat against 
Rockdale and I was pleased with their 
effort, We changed things around a bit 
leaving Prenzoski out of the starting line 
up but we always planned to bring him on 
at some stage." 

Oddly, Prenzoski, whose brace takes 
him to six goals for the season, ‘was left 
cooling his heels until the 65th minute 
When an injury-troubled defender, Scott 
Conlon, made way for him. Right away the 


fast forward made his presence felt and 
was clearly the man who tumed things 
around. 
Belconnen's free scoring Daniel Macor 
been well snuffed out of the game by 
the efficiency of Damon Langan and 
Andrew Clark, at the ‘heart of the A-PLA, 
defence, but Prenzoski was another matter, 
The A.PILA. defence appeared not to 
notice his impact until it was far too late, 
‘The draw left A.P.LA. still in fifth spot 
and Belconnen in second, where they had 
started the day. It was not the result 
APLA. needed but it was almost perfect 
for the visitors, who kept in touch with St 
George and also held others at bay another 
week longer. | 
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Bankstown Breaks 


Losing Streak 


by Greg Stock 


ankstown City Lions coach 

Andy Papoulias left Lidcombe 

Oval on Sunday evening a very 
relieved man, having watched his side 
post-a 2-2 draw with Sydney Crescent 
Star to snap a three game losing 
streak, 

His saviour coming in the form of 
‘one Sean Babic, who scored two goals 
to give his side a much needed share of 
the points. 

Tn fact it was three new signings’and 
one old ham that provided all the high- 
lights in a game that sadly bordered on 
pedestrian in between moments of inspi- 
ration. Apart from Babic, Crescent Star 
unveiled a new signing of their own in 
‘Orhan Dincer who had signed midweek 


from Turkish club side Malatyastor. 

The pint sized Dincer did not disap- 
point, scoring two goals including one 
from the penalty spot in the first minute 
of the second half after he was bought 
down in a clumsy challenge. Croatian 
bom goalkeeper Vanesa Iveja in just his 
second game for Crescent Star was both 
hero and villain, saving his side twice 
inside the last ten minutes, but allowing 
the Lions to score their first when he 
misjudged saving a Babic shot from just 
inside the area, 

At the other end of the park, one of 
the Lions more faithful seryants Zlatko 
Joseyski put in one of his best matches 
for many months keeping his side well 
in the hunt with a combination of acro- 
batic saves. Josevski clashed gamely 
with Crescent Star skipper Yavus Ekinci 
in the 15th minute as both players 
Sought to chase down a loose ball in the 
penalty box. e 

With eyes only for the ball, Joseyski 
accidentally clipped Ekinci’s right foot 
and in the process broke his nose, The 
game was then halted for some (en min- 
utes as he received treatment but with 
his face all strapped up, elected to fight 
on, Dincer scoring the home sides first 
goal when he beat Joseyski on the angle 
after a great one two movement from 
‘Terry Atsas and Philip Marzec allowed 
him to drift in and put away the square 
ball. 

The defining moment of the match 
came late in the second half with a sué= 
cessful penalty attempt for Babic. 


By Greg Stock 
Pe closed to within one point of a 


top five spot accounting for a disap- 
pointing Canterbury at Henson Park 
on Sunday afternoon, 

‘The Panthers win was defined brilliantly by 
the winning goal from Daniel McCann in the 
51st minute, as he smashed a 20-yard scream- 
er into the top left-hand comer. 

Having endured weeks of turmoil 
Canterbury are still a club in crisis, but they 
put that all to one side momentarily as they put 
the visitors on the backfoot after just eight 
minutes. Steve Karavatakis picking up his first 
goal for the Premier League season when he 
defily flicked an Alan Picken freekick over the 
head of an advancing Chad Taylor to give his 
side a surprise 1-0 lead. 

Leading from the front, Karavatakis had his 
best game in weeks providing his side with a 
genuine targetman they had been lacking all 


season. 

Jason Connolly then bobbed up up in the 
34th minute to turn the game on it’s head when 
he put away a well weighted cross at the back- 
post from Jason Sciberras. The goal was the 
catalyst for the Penrith side to kick into gear 
and from there they were never bested. 


Suns Shine on the Coast 


McCann’s winner coming six minutes into 
the second half was pure class. Dummying to 
the left and right he was able to shed his mark- 
er by turning onto his right foot and letting rip 
from 20-yards. The ball pigeon holing itself in 
the top left comer leaving Berries goalkeeper 
Bob Catlin scratching his head in bewilder- 
ment. 

“Our ability to finish in that sort of fashion 
is the difference between the Penrith side of 
the last two yéars, and the Penrith side of 
2004,” said coach Tony Rasmussen. “We can. 
create six or seven good chances per game but 
this season we have had the ability to put a 
good percentage of those away and can back 
‘ourselves to take chances like Daniel 
(McCann) did today.” 

A Panthers regular over the past two sea~ 
sons, McCann had one of his best games 
despite marking up against one of the best 
midfielders in the league. David Harding did 
haye his moments but it was his opponent who 
capped off a brilliant individual performance 
by scoring the winner. 

‘The Berries charge in the finalten minutes 
coming too late as the visitors tried to slow the 
game down to a walk. “It’s funny saying this, 
‘but at no stage today did I ever feel we were 
going to get beaten,” said Rasmussen. 


“We went one nil down early but I always 
thought we could claw our way back and we 
proved today that we have the ability to fight 
and graft out results.” 

His opposite John Sentas left to ponder 
‘more concerns for a Berries team that is yet to 
win a game for three weeks. “It was a slightly 
better performance than against Central Coast, 
but we still have a long way to go,” said 
Sentas. 

“Qur first half was good but we conceded a 
soft goal to equalize and then lost our way a 
little through the second half. We did finish 
stronger but we must play for ninety minutes if 
we are to win matches.” 


Daniel McCann scored a goal that 
was ‘pure class’ 


a 


paid to Central Coast's hopes of a 

breakthrough win at Pluim Park on 
Saturday night, in the Coast’s first game 
back at headquarters after three outings at 
‘Tumbi Umbi, inside the athletics track at 
Mingara Stadium. 

Rockdale played some very good football 
but were denied more than the single goal. 
‘They eventually prevailed by thanks to some 
‘wasteful finishing and some wonderful saves 
from Coast keeper Matt Trott and his tough- 
tackling defensive support act. 

The locals were pretty tame in the first half 
and it was no surprise to see them fall behind 
to a 2ist minute goal, albeit from central 
defender Nick Orlic, who struck when the 
front runners could not find the net them- 
selves. 

‘The Coast had lacked conviction going for- 
ward and their defence looked decidedly frag- 
ile os wave after wave of Rockdale attacks 
doy. a the flanks threatened to expose them. 

‘The Coast could have fashioned a second 
minute lead, however, had Jamie Subat been 
more alert; but after pouncing on a stray pass 
from Orlic he could only offer a tame effort at 
Suns' keeper Peter Trajcevski. 

Harry James, forging a path down the 
right, should have done better for the visitors, 
two minutes later, but dwelt far too long on 
the ball inside the box when faced with the 
keeper and that allowed time for defenders to 
converg on him and nullify the danger. 

Ben Deighan, similarly, in the 12th minute, 


B: improvers Rockdale City Suns put 


post in an unnecessarily hurried attempt on 
goal. 

‘The only goal of the game came in the 21st, 
following a comer on the right whipped over 
by Denis Alilovic. 

Tony Ju, in the middle, tried an acrobatic 
shot by directing the ball hard into the ground 
and relying on an awkward bounce to fool the 
defence, but after Goce Trposki had tried to 
steer his follow up shot past the keeper at 
close range, a great one-handed save by Trott 
kept the ball out. 

‘A hurried clearance, though, saw the ball 
arrive at the feet of Orlic, stationed maybe five 
yards outside the penalty area. 

Orlic then drove the ball firmly through a 


crowd of players to find the net and undo all of 
Trot's good work. 

Rockdale continued to create chances in the 
first period but Trott proved too good and nei- 
ther James nor the lively Peter Apoleyski 
could do enough when shots were on offer. 

‘The Coast step up a gear or two after the 
break and looked a better side but had nothing 
to show for it. 

Nathan Byrn went closest to scoring for 
them in the 47th when he seized on a stray 
back pass but then fired across goal from a dif- 
ficult angle to just send his shot past the right 
post. He later had to be replaced due to a nig- 
ling groin strain and ended the main thrust 
of the home side's attacking force, 

In the 64th minute the home side was 
awarded a penalty for a challenge by Joe 
Moric on Doug West, that looked quite fair, 
but local referee Gordon Selkirk must have 
been impressed with the way West fell theatri- 
cally inside the area for he immediately point- 
ed to the spot. 

Trajcevski did not need to be at his brilliant 


best, however, to. save Subat’s poor, penalty 
kick attempt, simply reading the striker’s 
intentions. easily to dive to his right and push 
the ball ®8 safety. 

‘The Rockdale keeper was called upon to 
punch clear a number of times, especially 
when tall Coast defender Sean Matthews came. 
up for set plays and looked like getting the 
better of a flat-footed Rockdale backline. 

Alilovic went closest to scoring for the vis- 
itors in the closing stages of the game. One 
free kick was pushed away by Trott and 
another cleared the bar from 30 yards out and 
only by a very slender margin, 

Suns' coach Ivan Petkoyic was happy with 
his team's commitment but their lack of punch 
up front still concerns him. 

He also had to take off tiring midfielder 
Deighan who along with Ante Moric had an 
outstanding game in the centre of the park. 

Jim Foley lamented his side's worrying 
lack of confidence. 

"The harder we try the more tense we 
become and that is no good at all,” he 
explained. : 

"Lkept telling them to relax but when a side 
is lacking-form it is hard for them to do that as 
they just want fo try harder and sometimes it is 
counter-productive." 

"I'm happy with the effort the players are 
making and we just have to keep: plugging 
away now 1 guess." he concluded. 


raced into the box, did well to give defenders — The lively Peter Apolevski caysed 
the slip, but then fired well wide of the right problems for the Coast 
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dominance of the Premier League 

competition accounting for a spir- 

ited Parramatta Eagles 3-0 at St 
George Stadium on Saturday night. 

An energetic first half from the home 

side setting up the win which saw them 


S: George continued their early 


Score twice and then add a third early in 
the second half to kill off any thought of 
a challenge from the Eagles, 

“After our dismal second half perfor- 
mance against Penrith last week, it was 
great to see the team come out firing and 
put the game beyond the Eagles early in 
the second half,” said Manny 
Spanoudakis. 


Having largely dominated the first half 
scoring two goals, Spanoudakis must 
have feared some déja-vu from the 
Panthers match. 

But ina torrid second half they showed 
enough character to stick out a tough 
opening five minutes before Daniel 
Watkins and Gabriel Mendez set up 
Bruno Beddoni for the easiest of tap-ins 
in the 52nd minute to effectively kill off 
the game. 

“Tt was a relief to see us score that third 
and that tells me we have leamt our les- 
son from last week and have come back 
better for it,” said Spanoudakis. 

While all the plaudits in attack went to 
creative genius Gabriel Mendez and his 
willing accomplice Raphael Bove, the 
real star of the win was goalkeeper 
Richard Patrizi. 

Despite nursing a severe knee injury 
that has limited his involvement at train- 
ing over the past few weeks, he threw 
himself at literally everything, saving a 
number of chances with acrobatic saves. 
His best moment coming in the 60th 
minute when he threw himself full length 
to his right,to push a Costabile rocket 
around the post. 

‘The only blemish on the home side’s 
record coming ten minutes from the end 
when substitute George Lagoudakis, who 
had only been on the field two minutes, 
was given a straight red card for a chal- 
lenge on Costabile. 

Exploiting the flanks with their wide 
players the Eagles matched their higher 
profile opponents with creativity and flair 
but a couple of poor defensive errors at 
the back saw their night take a tum for the 
worse. 

In the 14th minute goalkeeper Peter 
Munsie did enough to block a first time 
header from Bove but was beaten by an 
unmarked Watkins with the follow up 
shot from a mere six yards. 

Ten minutes later, Deur doubled the 
lead when a cross from Bove wasn’t 
cleared sufficiently allowing the mid- 
fielder to sneak in and toe poke the ball 
over the line, The two goals clearly set- 
ting the young Eagles on the defensive, 
and forcing coach Trevor Morgan to 
switch his pattern from 4-4-2 to 3-5-2 by 
introducing sweeper Daniel Borg. .. 

The moye did stem t+ flow of 
chances, but with Patrizi performing 
some heroics for the home side their 
opportunities were limited. 

Substitute Luciano Berbis showing 
some good initiative in the second half 
while striker Costabile had another solid 
game. 

“We defended’ poorly at times,” said 
Parramatta Eagles coach Trevor Morgan. 
“On the break St George looked very dan- 
gerous and so I made a decision to change 
our shape to suit the game. 

“We responded a lot better in the sec- 
ond half but just couldn’t capitalise on 
our, opportunities.” 


By Paul Goodwin 


S expected, the Serbian Centre 

clash between Bonnyrigg White 

Eagles and Blacktown City 
Demons was an absolute thriller with end- 
to-end action and plenty of goal-mouth 
drama that kept large crowd of specta- 
tors on the very edge of their seats, 

Inthe end, the Demons grabbed the points 
but not before they had been stretched to 
the very limit by a White Eagles’ team that 
was determined to end its long run of outs, 

While the final scoreline was 2-1, a good 
many additional goals could have been 
Scored by either of the teams in this tradi- 
tional derby. 3 

It was evident from the first whistle that 

this would be an action-packed affair as 
Bonnyrigg’s Shane Knight and then 
Blacktown’s Luke Roodenberg forced good 
Saves from the two goalkeepers, after early 
attempts on goal. 
‘There was skill and passion clearly on 
display from both teams as they went at each 
other at a cracking pace, trying to break 
down the rock-solid defences they faced. 

In the 25th minute a left sided cross 
from Larocea almost found young Malenica 
but once again Crawley read the play and 
‘came out to clean up, while at the other end 
in the 27th Paul Urlovic picked up a 
Bonnyrigg loose ball and went one on one 
with Cem Akilli but could only shoot over 
the bar 

‘Tempers frayedtat times and referee Ray 
Tsaac was very busy with his whistle. Many 
were surprised that it took until the 41st 
minute for him to produce the first of many 
cautions. 

The first went to Demons' midfield 
dynamo, Kain Rastall, who felled Freddy 
Umilil from behind, though Umlil did make 
rather a meal of his reaction to the foul. 

Two minutes later a clash between 
Damien Foxe and Chris Fleming had the ref- 
eree reaching for his pocket again to take the 
card count to three for the first half, 

After some well-chosen words of advice 

from their respective coaches, the combat- 
ants returned to the arena to resume Hostili- 
ties after their well-eamed break. 
Five minutes into the second stanza 
Bonnyrigg's Jim Aschner very negtiy made 
the breakthrough but his shot from six. yards 
sailed narrowly over the bar. 

Then in the 55th midfielder Greg Collins 
fired one straight at Crawley, who was kept 
immensely busy throughout, 

Five minutes later the visitors found a 
way through the Bonnyrigg defence with a 
move involving some clever passing and 
movement from Josh Maguire, Rastall and 
Roodenberg. Their collective efforts were 
rewarded when Simon Catanzaro made no 
mistake to give Blacktown the lead. 

In the 63rd minute the scoreboard atten- 
dant was in action again after Blacktown 
custodian John Crawley was judged to have 
dai the leg ofthe White Eagles! young 


hhope, Dejan Malenica, in-a goalmouth skir- 
mish and Sam Larocca made easy work of 
his conversion of the spot kick f6 square the 
ledger. 

Malenica continued to threaten the 
Demons goal and again got through to face 
Crawley but he met his match as the keeper 
‘made another grea’ save. * 

Within two minutes Roodenberg very ‘ 
nearly restored the lead for the Demons, but 
his shot missed the target and moments later 
Dejan Malenica found himself in a one-on- 
one situation with Crawley but the goalkeep- 
er won the contest. 

A double substitution in the 69th minute, 
by Demons’ coach Brian Brown, proved to 
be a master stroke, as Roodenberg and Paul 
Urlovic made way for Tony Faria and 
Dominic Magi. 

The referee was again forced to reach for 
his yellow card, though, as the passion 
intensified. 

Blacktown’s Marcus Phillips received his 
fifth caution for the season in the 75th 
minute and then Bonnyrigg’s Knight collect 
ed a card two minutes later, 

Catanzaro made a burst into the White 
Eagles' penalty area in the 79th minute and” 
seemed certain to score, before he appeared 
to be thrown to the ground by Mark 
DiAlessandro, but referee Isaac refused to 
listen to the strong appeals for a penalty. 

With five minutes left on the clock 
Crawley made a crucial save from an 
Aschner pile-driver and that led to the 
most incisive move of the game a8 the 
Demons immediately raced downfield. 

Phillips played a clever pass to set latest 
signing, Faria, free on the left. 

‘The newcomer's accurate cross seemed 
certain to find Catanzaro, but the blond 
strilser dummied and allowed the ball to tray- 
el through to Magill at the far post and the 
latter promptly found the back of the fet to 
sive the Demons the lead. 

A minute Iter the White Eagles were 
very nearly back on level terms, but 
Crawley once again spectacularly saved a 
‘goal-bound shot from Aschner, 

4n the final analysis, Bonnyrigg must be 
considered a little unlucky to have eamed 
nothing. from the game, as they showed 
enough signs that they were finally clear of 
their prolonged slump, _ 

‘They really took the’ game to Blacktown 
and gave every indication that they are far 
from a spent force this season. 

The difference between the teams was 
probably the 'man-of-the-match' perfor- 
mance from Blacktown’s Rastall and his 
team mates’ ability to finish their shooting 
opportunities with clinical precision, 

Another loss to the Bonnyfigg side, per- 
hhaps,but this time not one they réally 
deserved and from their point of view, the 
clear man of the match was Crawley with 
his numerous great saves, 

Certainly both captain Crawley and 
Rastall played a major part in the outcome of 
this game, 
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(A Burgess 39’, M Wood 48') 
St George Saints 


(L Newton 2) 


Parramatta Eagles 
(N Chahda 69’, B Gough 76’) 


Rockdale City Suns . - 
(D Wilson 69', B Mate 90’) 


Belconnen Blue Devils 


Parramatta Eagles 
APA. Leichhardt Tigers 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
Penrith Panthers 
Bankstown City Lions 
Belconnen Blue Devils 
Blacktown City Demons 
Central Coast United 
Canterbury Marrickville 
St George Saints 
Rockdale City Suns 
Sydney Crescent Star 


Central Coast United 
(T Quilty 5', B Murrell 37) 


A.P.1.A. Leichhardt Tigers 
(R Restuccia 24/71’, T Panuccio 40’, B Jenke 76’) 


Sydney Crescent Star 
(S Akar 30’) 


Canterbury-Marrickville 


Bankstown City Lions 
(J Issa 46’, U Tokdogan 85’) 


Penrith Panthers 
(M Noro 83’, M McCaffery 42) 
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LEADING GOALSCORERS 

‘Ag of Sunday 1st February 2004 

Daniel Macor (BBD), Matthew Borg (BCL) 

Bruno Beddoni (SGS), Ilia Prenzoski (BBD) 

Jason Connolly (PP) 

Paul Urlovic (BCD), Ben Deighan (RCS), Denis Alilovic (RCS) 

Ben Delicata (PE), Daniel Watkins ($6S), Norman Tome (ALT) 

Marc Falzon (GCU), Aaron Burgess (BWE), 

‘Anthony Galliozzi (BBD), Simon Catanzaro (BCD) 

‘Sam Larocca (CMO/BWE), Hakan Sevgin (SCS), 

Filip Marzec (SCS), Manny Papageorgiou (BWE), 

Ziatko Arambasic (ALT), Luke Roodenburg (BCD), 

Demitri Nicolaou (BCL), Robert Mileski (BCL), 

Nathan Bym (CCU), Yavuz Ekinci (SCS), Alex Asanovic (BCL), 

James Monie (ALT), Marcus Phillips (BCD), 

James Kovas (SGS),.Tony Ju (RCS), Goce Trposki (RCS), 

Roger Galayini (PP), Vie Costabile (PE), Ante Deur (SGS), 

Dominic McGill (BCD), Daniel McCann (PP), 

‘Orhan Dincer (SCS), Sean Babic (BCL) 


NEXT ROUND 
FIRST GRADE 
HOME TEAM 

Belconnen Blue Devils 
Blacktown City Demons 
Penrith Panthers 

A.P.LA. Leichhardt Tigers 
Bankstown City Lions 
Parramatta Eagles 


GRADE 20 
HOME TEAM 
Belconnen Blue Devils 
Blacktown City Demons 
Penrith Panthers 

A.P,\,A. Leichhardt Tigers 
Bankstown City Lions 
Parramatta Eagles 


10 , 


KICK-OFF 
7.00pm 
7.00pm 
7.00pm 
5.00pm 
6.00pm 
6,00pm 


AWAY TEAM 

‘Sydney Crescent Star 
St George Saints 
Central Coast United 
Rockdale City Suns 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
Canterbury Marrickville 


DATE 

Sat. 7th Feb. 
Sat. 7th Feb. 
Sat. 7th Feb. 
‘Sun. 8th Feb. 
Sun. 8th Feb. 
Sun. 8th Feb. 


GROUND 

McKellar Soccer Centre 
Gabbie Stadium 

Cook Park 

Lambert Park 

Jensen Park 

Melita Stadium 


KICK-OFF 
4.30pm 
5.00pm 
5.00pm 
3.00pm 
4.00pm 
4.00pm 


GROUND 

McKellar Soccer Centre 
Gabbie Stadium 

Cook Park 

Lambert Park 

Jensen Park 

Melita Stadium 


AWAY TEAM 

Sydney Crescent Star 
St George Saints 
Central Coast United 
Rockdale City Suns 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
Canterbury Marrickville 


DATE 

Sal. 7th Feb. 
Sat. 7th Feb. 
Sat. 7th Feb. 
Sun. 8th Feb. 
Sun. 8th Feb. 
Sun. 8th Feb. 


PAUL GOODWIN 
SOCCER NSW JOURNALIST 


A.P.1.A, LEICHHARDT 
BANKSTOWN 
DRAW 


Points = 20 


TARYN ROCKALL 
NSW SAPPHIRES CAPTAIN 
BELCONNEN 

DRAW 

PENRITH 

ROCKDALE 
BANKSTOWN 
PARRAMATTA 


Points = 17 


ANDY PASCHALIDIS 
ELITE SPORTS TRAVEL 
BELCONNEN 

DRAW. 

DRAW 

A.P..A. LEICHHARDT 
DRAW 

PARRAMATTA 


Points = 21 


GREG STOCK 
SOCCER NSW JOURNALIST 
BELCONNEN 

ST GEORGE 

PENRITH 

A.P.L.A. LEICHHARDT 
BANKSTOWN CITY 
PARRAMATTA 


Points = 27 


‘PEANUTS’ 

THE MONKEY 
BELCONNEN 

DRAW 

PENRITH 

A.P.LA. LEICHHARDT 
BONNYRIGG 
CANTERBURY 


Points = 20 
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Saturday 


Belconnen Blue Devils 
vs 
Sydney Crescent Star 


Blacktown City Demons | 
vs 
_ St George Saints 


uary at McKellar Soccer Centre| 


Kick-off 7.00pm First Grade / 4.30pm Grade 20 


| ~~Saturday 7th February at Gabbie Stadium 


l 


eleonnen will go into their important home game 

with Sydney Crescent Star without goalkeeper cap- 
tain Tony Giannasca who was sent off in the A.PLLA. 
game. 

Stand-in Jimmy Carr looks like taking the opportuni- 
ty with both hands. His several fine saves late in the 
game would have surely done enough for his coach 
Chris Tanzey to keep faith with the young man. 

In addition, the suspended Mike Katz. makes his 
return to the side and the injured David Arranz is also 
expected to be fit in time to take his place in the starting 
Tine up once more. 

With Ilija Prenzoski again coming good with two 
goals itis hard to see him being left out of the starting 
eleven against the ‘Star side from Sydney who recruited 
former St George striker Orhan Dincer for their latest 


A.P.1.A. Leichhardt Tigers 
vs 
Rockdale City Suns 


game against Bankstown which they, drew 2-2 at 
Lidcombe Oval last Sunday. 

Belconnen also had Macor limping off with a ham- 
string problem at Lambert Park so even that prolific 
striker may not be available for this one. 

Both sides want to remain among the leading division 
and this looks certain to be a fiery clash. 

Belconnen were beaten badly at their most recent 
home game with Rockdale and will not want to slip up 
again, but the worry over Macor and the absence of 
Giannasca could both be factors that count against the 
Blue Devils. 

Itis a while since Crescent Star won, but with their 
coach back in the country and Dincer leading the line we 
may be able to anticipate a surprise here at the 
McKellar Centre. 


the match of the week is set to have a big impact on 

the points table. All the other teams will be hoping 
for a Demon's victory to bridge the gap between St 
George and the rest of the competition. 

However this may prove to be a difficult quest as the 
Saints have only dropped one game throughout the sea- 
son, 

Following their less than convincing 2-1 win at 
Bonnyrigg few would be confident of backing 
Blacktown City to beat leaders St George at The Gabbie 
on Saturday night. 

By all accounts Bonnyrige gave a lot of cheek before 
tumbling to their sixth defeat in a row and it was only 
late in the game that The Demons finally got the better 
of their old rivals to claim maximum points. 

If Blacktown are unable to find the net a few times: 


Kick-Off 7.00pm First Grade wh 5. 0Opm Grade : 20 


and Tack any focus for this game againit tthe team m that 
has taken Sydney by storm this summer, then they could 
pay the price, 

‘The Saints showed by their 3-0 win over Parramatta 
Eagles last weekend that they can beat all, kinds of 
teams, but their away form is less impressive with draws 
at Belconnen and Penrith as well as a loss at A.PILA.; so 
perhaps this one will end all square too? 

Bruno Beddoni continues to defy father time with 
goals at almost every appearance and the addition of 
Ante Deur, a few weeks back, has certainly captured the 
imagination of a growing band of Saints’ followers, 

‘We would expect all roads to lead to The Gabbie on 
Saturday night for this one, yet another top-notch game 
in this exciting Premier League season which always has 
everyone guessing about the likely outcomes, 


FOOTBALL CLUB 


Sunday 8th February at Lambert Park 
| Kick-Off 5.00pm First Grade / 3.00pm Grade 20 


Saturday 7th February at Cook Park as 
| Kick-Off 7.00pm First Grade / 5.00pm Grade"20 


ockdale came away from Pluim Park with a pre~ 

cious three points last Saturday night but new coach 
Ivan Petkoyic is far from satisfied that his side has 
Teached its full potential as yet. 

"We are working hard; everyone gives me their best 
and T can't ask for more, but T do need a couple more 
players to cover as there is a chance that I'l be missing 
players in the coming weeks as the yellow cards begin 
to mount up" 

Petkovic would like to see the same commitment 
every week and while the Suns did not win convincing- 
ly against Central Coast they did play well and attacked 
with a good deal of venom. 

Putting away those half chances is still a problem for 
Rockdale and the striker force is still a little lean on a 
finishet of some consistency. 


‘Par 


Petkovic would be looking for cover in the midfield 
and another striker, having lost Steve Bozinoyski to a 
Serbian club a couple of weeks back. 

Neither Denis Alilovic nor Harry James are out and 
out target men or ace marksmen though they do have 
undeniable quality. 

Alilovic comes up against his in-form brother Tony 
in this encounter at Lambert Park while Harry James 
and the Moric brothers, defender Joe and midfielder 
‘Ante lock horns with the side they picked up a 
Championship medal with last summer. 

A.PI.A. meanwhile camé out of their tussle with 
Belconnen with only a point instead of the three they 
really should have taken, Defensive blunders right at the 
end allowed Belconnen to snatch the most unlikely of 
draws at Lambert Park. 


ramatta Eagles 


vs 
_ Canterbury-Marrickville | 


fter losing four of their first five games the form 
umaround for the Panthers has been something to 
behold. 

Four wins from their past six games has taken the 
Panthers to within one competition point of a coveted 
top five spot and has their coach Tony Rasmussen 
buzzing with excitement. 

“The turnaround is a real credit to the boys, but there 
is still a long way to go and we need to keep focused.” 
‘Without the suspended Peter Bennett, the Panthers were 
too strong for Canterbury last week setting this game up 
nicely as a ‘must win,’ 

“There are no easy games in this league and unless 
we are at our best we will struggle with the Coast,” com 
tinued Rasmussen. 

“They have two boys up front who can do some dam- 


age and we negd.to give them every respect if we are a 
chance for three points,” 

United coach Jim Foley would have been disappoint- 
ed with his side’s narrow loss to Rockdale last week 
after their come from behind victory against Canterbury 
the week prior. “still don’t believe we are too far away 
from playing our best football,” said Foley. “We need to 
persevere and show some confidence in our own ability 
and the results will come.” 

In eight top division meetings over the past four sea- 
sons the record does flatter the visitors with 4 wins and 
3 draws, 'The Panthers recorded their only win against 
the Coast last season when they snuck home 1-0 at 
Pluim Park, but remarkably have Never beaten them at 
home, Could this week be their chance to break that 
duck? 


Bankstown City Lions 
vs 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 


[ ‘Sunday 8th February at Melita Stadium 


Kick-Off 6.00pm First Grade / 4.00pm Grade 20 


Sunday 8th February at Jensen Park 
| Kick-Off 6.0Oopm First Grade 2/ 4.00pm Grade 20 


he Eagles away trip to St George may have been a 
losing one but there were a lot of positives to come 
ut of the game, 

Luciano Berbis did his chances for a run-on spot no 
harm with an inspired performance off the bench while 
midfielder Ben Delicata also had a strong game. 

Striker Vic Costabile is in doubt after suffering a 
knock to the ankle against the Saints, but coach Trevor 
‘Morgan is expected to have Michael Debono back from 
a weeks hiatus with a calf muscle injury. 

Having released four players last week, new Berries 
coach John Sentas faces yet another tough week to try 
and lift his side to snap a three game losing streak. 

Sentas has scheduled an extra session for his charges 
in the leadup to the Eagles game in a bid to try and get 
his side to gel. . 


“We really need to work hard on our combination and 
the only way we can do that is by haying a few extra ses- 
sions together,” said Sentas. 

“No side in this league is easy and we really need to 
improve if we are to be a chance against Parramatta.” 

Sentas is expected to sign former St George defender 
Nick Boliantis this week. 

‘These two traditional rivals have been slugging if out 
in the top division of the state league since 1967, with 
the Eagles holding all the bragging rights. 

Out of 44 league meetings between the two clubs the 
home side has won 21 with 11 draws, despite having 
been beaten 3-0 in the corresponding match last season. 

But when these two teams play each other you can 
throw the form guide out of the window. Just expect a 
very passionate game with lots of aetion. 


inth versus eleventh may not sound like the most 
attractive game but whenever these two sides are 
cconcemed you can expect fireworks. 

Bankstown City have added former Sydney United 
striker Sean Babic to their squad and his debut was 
about as good as it gets with two goals and a man of the 
match performance. 

His partner Matthew Borg also had a strong game and 
that partnership looks like producing some good results. 
Coach Andy Papoulias has dropped Marc Hoenselaars 
back into the midfield and while his progress from an 
ankle injury has been slow, his best is surely not too far 
away. 

Defender Eddie Bosnar will come into the Lions first 
grade squad after missing the Crescent Star match with 
suspension. 


New Bonnyrigg coach Gordon Brown faces an sph 
task of trying to get his side back on track after six con- 
secutive losses. = 

But he can gain some hope from their good showing 
last week against Blacktown. 

Despite signing two of the best attacking players in 
the league’ in Sam Larocca and Jimmy Aschnet, the 
White Eagles are yet to really showcase their best and 
with the club going through all manner of turmoil, itis. 
very hard to ee them turning this poor frm around in a 
huny. =~ 

After 26 league meetings between these two teams 
the record stands at a-rather remarkable 10 wins each 
with 6 draws. At Jensen Park however, the home side 
does have its nose in front winning 6 and drawing 2 
from 12 starts. 
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Round 1 Continental Tyres Cup 


Date Home Team Away Team Venue Time 
: Sun 15-Feb-04 Southern Star Sharks Blacktown Association William Lawson Park 3:00pm 
Sun 15-Feb-04 Trasandinos WPH/Cherrybrook Christie Park 4:00pm - 
. Sun 15-Feb-04 _ Wollongong United Hills United Brumbies Macedonia Park 4:00pm 
; Sun 15-Feb-04 Northern Tigers - Quakers Hill Popondetta Park 5:00pm 
Sun 15-Feb-04 Pagewood North Sydney Jensen Park 6:30pm 
Sun 15-Feb-04 Gymea Bansktown Sports Harrie Dening Centre 4:00pm 
Sun 15-Feb-04 Schofields Scorpions Epping Eastwood FC CSI Ground ~ 4:00pm _ 
Sat 14-Feb-04 Bathurst '75 Normanhurst Alec Lamberton Field 5:00pm 
Sun 15-Feb-04 Inter Lions BYE 
Sun 15-Feb-04 Greystanes Liverpool City Robins Freame Park 4:00pm 
Sun 15-Feb-04 Asquith White City Cook Park (Mt Prit) 3:30pm 
Sun 15-Feb-04 Belmore Hercules Narellan Rangers Arlington Oval 3:00pm } 
Sun 15-Feb-04 Prospect United Arneliffe Aurora William Lawson Park 5:30pm 
Sat 14-Feb-04 Balmain Macarthur Rams Lynwood Park 6:00pm 
Sun 15-Feb-04 Sydney Dwarfs M.S.C. Liverpool Lidcombe Oval 6:00pm 
Sat 14-Feb-04 Ryde City Brookvale Cromer Park 4:30pm 
Sun 15-Feb-04 UNSW Doonside Hawks David Phillips Field 5:00pm 
Sun 15-Feb-04 Hurstville ZSC Mt Pritchard Cook Park (Mt Prit) 5:30pm 
Sun 15-Feb-04 The Wanderers Roosters FC Fogolar Furlan 5:30pm ; 
Sun 15-Feb-04 Liverpool Bossy Nepean Association Ernie Smith Res 6:00pm f 
Sun 15-Feb-04 Lidcombe Waratahs West Pymble Lidcombe Oval 3:30pm 
Sun 15-Feb-04 Gazy Lansvale Greenisland Cherrybrook Oval 4:00pm 
Sun 15-Feb-04 Sydney Cedars Fairfield City Lions Fogolar Furlan 3:00pm 4 
Sat 14-Feb-04 Dulwich Hill Auburn Star Arlington Oval 5:00pm 
Sat 14-Feb-04 Western Rage East Coast Magic Popondetta Park 6:00pm 
Sun 15-Feb-04 Mt Druitt Town Hakoah Popondetta Park 7:00pm 
Sun 15-Feb-04 Springwood Sydney University Summerhayes Park 4:00pm 
Sun 15-Feb-04 Stanmore Hawks « Camden Tigers Arlington Oval 5:30pm 
Sat 14-Feb-04 Gladesville United Manly Warringah Dolphins Cromer Park 7:00pm | 
Sun 15-Feb-04 Hurstville City Minotaurs Western Branch Jensen Park 4:00pm 
Sun 15-Feb-04 BYE National Sports SC > 
Sun 15-Feb-04 Western Red Devils Earlwood Wanderers Ernie Smith Res 3:30pm 


Throughout the 2004 Continental Tyres Cup competition, Continental Tyres will supply match entry tickets to all customers who purchas@a set of tyres from autho- 
tised dealers. These tickets may be used at any 2004 Continental Tyres Cup fixture. Any Continental Tyres customer who attends a cup match using these tickets will 
go in the major draw on Cup Final night of a trip for two to the 2006 FIFA World Cup in Germany. As an added bonus, if person who wins the major prize is present at 
the 2004 Continental Tyres Cup Final at the Gabbie Stadium they will win an extra $5000 spending money! 


NSW Academy - Women’s Program 
Grade 21 Coach 


Regional Soccer Development Coach 
South Coast & Southern Tableland Districts 


(Re-advertised Position) Full Time 
New applications are sought from suitably qualified soccer development coachés for the above 
position based in NSW's south coast/southern tableland area. 

Knowledge and experience working with coaches, athletes and schools development is essential 
“from grass roots through to elite levels. 


A suitably qualified and experienced coach is required with the NSW Academy Women’s Program. 


The program comprises of Nsw Institute of Sport (NSWIS) and Academy Elite Players between 
the ages of 14 and 17. 


Essential Criteria: 
Senior Licence (ACC level 2) 

Instructors License 

Experience in coaching elite level players 

Knowledge of soccer's organisational and program structure in nw 
Excellent time management and organisational skills 


The successful applicant will work with the Head Coach NSWIS Women's Program, be responsi- 
ble for coaching elite players in the Academy Grade 21 team and required to attend a minimum of 
two to three training sessions per week along with match days. 


A minimum of a Senior Licence is required along with the ability to demonstrate previous experi- 
ence working with elite players. 


This position is a Child Related Position and will be subject to a Working With Children Check. 
Prohibited Persons need not apply. 


This is a contracted position of three (3) years with an initial three (3) month probationary period. 


This pdsition is a Child Related Position and will be subject to a Working With Children onset 
Prohibited Persons need not apply. 


Applications should be forwarded mark +d pr'vate & confidential by February 13 2004 to: - 
Linda Christie 


Applications should be forwarded marked private & confidential by Monday February 92004 to: - 
Linda Christie 
Human Resources 


PO Box 6146 Human Resources 

BAULKHAM HILLS BC NSW 2153 PO Box 6146 
linda@soccernsw.com.au BAULKHAM HILLS BC NSW 2153 
ph 02 8814 4400 fax 02 9629 3770 linda@soccernsw.com.au 


ph 02 8814 4400 fax 02 9629 3770 


~ With 2004 Winter Season approaching contact Bill, 
- Roy or Norm at the Soccer Wearhouse for Special 
_ Prices on Bulk Orders of Pairick, Attack, Lotto, 
Covo and Mitre soccer balls. 5 
ices number x (G28 ag 4437 or (02) paid gh: Ff 


24 AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — FEBRUARY 3, 2004 


oe A<XZO 


>» SOCCER NSW <¢ “3 


www. Soccernsw.com.au 


Where’s the coach? 

Just who is coaching Bonnyrigg? After parting 
ways with Ljube Jancey some three weeks ago, the 
coaching bench at The Serbian Centre looks like one 
of the most hotly contested jobs in the league with a 
number of names being linked to the role, 

Second grade coach Sam D'Alessandro was in 


but had former Socceroo coach Les Scheinflug run- 
ning some sessions during the week. After two loss- 
es it seemed D'Alessandro was back to looking after 
the second grade side with former Parramatta Eagles 
and Fraser Park boss Roberto Viera to come in for 
Jast Thursdays session, However Viera had to turn 
down the role on medical advice as he recovers from 
a blood clot on his hip. 2 

With profile names such as Mick Hickman, Ron 
Corry and Lee Sterrey being mentioned, it was a rel- 
ative unknown, Gordon Brown, who took charge at 
last Thursday’s session and backed up by taking the 

|] White Eagles into the we game with: 
Blacktown City. 

English-born Brown is a relative newcomer to the 
coaching ranks, with his last senior role being with a 
New Zealand National League side, but how long he 
will be there is anybody’s guess. With goalkeeper 
coach Greg Woodhouse in the background the coach- 
ing dugout at The Serbian Centre looks to be one of 
the more interesting places to be! 


charge for the Penrith and Parramatta Eagles games” 


New signings 

Amongst the news signings this week are Sean 
Babic from Sydney United to Bankstown City, Sam 
Larocea from Canterbury to Bonnyrigg, Orhan 
Dincer from Turkish club side Malatyastor to Sydney 
Crescent Star and Ivan Zelic to St. George from 
Malaysian club side Johor, Babic, Dincer and 
Larocea played for their respective clubs on the 
weekend, though Zelic was forced to miss the Saints 
win against the Eagles as he is still awaiting a final 
clearance from his former club. 


Canterbury drops four 
Over at Canterbury, new coach John Sentas has 
released four players in a bid to trim down his squad. 


‘The four are Anthony Mondello, Rod Hutchinson, — 


Leigh Gunn and Morgan Cawley. . 


Petrovski putting Suns in a 
‘winning frame of mind’ 


» Rockdale City Suns have been one of the form 


sides of the competition over the past few matches, 
but it certainly wasn’t always the case, Few would 
argue that the departure of coach Bill Pilovski three 
matches into the season was strange, especially given 
his pre-season comments where he stated that “the 
side wouldn’t be playing it’s best football till after 
Christmas”. 

Having put a new side together in the offseason it 
was always going to be near 
impossible for them to start 
off in a winning frame of 
mind, But now that the team is 
beginning to gel new coach 
Tyan Petkovic has taken the 
reins and is enjoying the fruits 
Of a hard pre-season. Pilovski 
meanwhile has decided to 
return to the lower leagues 
and has accepted an offer to 
coach Wollongong United in 
the First Division. 

“Wollongong are an ambi- 
4 tious team and have given me 
free reign to do what I need to 
do,” said Piloyski. 

“t's not an easy task but I 
helped Dulwich Hill achieve 
promotion a few years back 
and am confident we can get 
the team moving in the right 


success with his new venture. 


Savoca ties the 
knot 
Congratulations to St. George 


midfielder Vince Savoca who 
was married last Saturday to 


. or five weeks which could mean losing my spot and 


~ impressive squad for the new Winter Super League 


direction." We wish Bill every _. 


long-time girlfriend Wibha. We hear the bucks night, 
held after the Penrith game, was quite an evening! 


Patrizi grins and bears it ss 
While on the Saints, goalkeeper Richard Patrizi 
continues to impress, notching his fourth clean sheet 
for the season against the Eagles. His run of good 
form is however coming at a price as he battles a 
chronic knee condition. “ 
“T need to have an arthroscope done on my knee to 
have it cleaned out but I have elected to put that off 
until the end of the season,” said Patrizi. 
“| am playing with some discomfort but the other 
choice is having the operation done and missing four 


* Allen available 
Any Winter Super League clubs looking for a 
goalkeeper? 
Former Australian Institute of Sport goalkeeper 
Trinity Allen is fit and raring to go and looking for a 
club. He can be contacted on 0414 688 559. 


Thaye worked too hard to lose it now!” 


Sharks look savage for winter 
Sutherland coach Vic Ellul continues to build an 


season, naming three new signings during the week. 

Bryan Raeburn (ex Bankstown City defender), 
Darrell Fernandes (ex MSC Liverpool midfielder) 
and Daniel Tosolini (ex Sydney United youth 
defender) agreeing to terms. 


Hawks swoop on Anastasiadis 

Across town at Stanmore, new coach Sotiri 
Mavros has been buoyed by the news that Con 
Anastasiadis has been released from Bankstown and 
will be joining the Hawks. 


Robbie Hooker trying a-new 
form of meditation 


For all your Soccer accesories including boxed style goal 
nets, coaching hurdles, grides poles, training domes, 
fast feet ladders and the 2004 coaches diary, contact Bill, 
Roy or Norm at Soccer Wearhouse. 


Phone number (02) 8814 4437 or (02) 8814 4438 
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Soccer Big Name 
in Sports Awards 


Kylie will be up against Torah Bright (Snowboard), 
Nick Flanagan (Golf) and Sarah Kemp (Golf) for 
the award. 
Local referee Matthew Breeze is another finalist 
in the very competitive ‘Official of the Year’ cate- 
gory following his amazing efforts at the 
2003. FIFA World » Youth 
Championships in the United Arab 
Emirates. 
His performances at that tourna- 
ment, saw him appointed to the 
3rd/4th play-off between 
r Columbia and Argentina. 
Matthew will be up against Bill 
Harrigan (Rugby League) and 
Sharon Kelly (Netball). 

Long-time soccer administrators, Bill 
Cullinan and Jim Ronis will also each be recog- 
nised for their over 30 years of contribution to the 
Super League & Qantas National Talent game ata local and state level with ‘Distinguished 
Identification Championships. Service Awards. 

On top of that Ledbrook was also selected in the For more 
Matilda’s and Young Matilda’s selection camps. 


occer will figure prominently at this year’s 

NSW Sports Federation Annual NSW 

Sports Awards which will be held at the 
Homebush Superdome on Tuesday the 10th of 
February, 

After an extremely successful 2003, 
with record registration numbers, 

Soccer NSW is a finalist in the pres- 
tigious ‘Organisation of the Year 
Award’, along with Netball NSW. 
and Surf Lifesaving NSW. 

NSW Sapphire, Kylie 
Ledbrook, is in the running for the 
‘Junior Athlete of'the Year Award’, 
2003 was an epic year for Kylie who 
not only helped the Sapphires win the 
Women’s National Soccer League as vice- 
captain, but also captained the NSW Academy and 
Under 18 State Team’s to take out the Women’s 


information check out 


TOUR TO THAILAND 


October 3 - 16 
U14 Boys and Girls 
Soccer NSW Select Teams 2004 


The 3rd Annual Tour to Thailand is now being organised for the above dates. 


Boys and girls in the 13 to 14 yéar age group who consider themselves to be above average 
players are invited to apply for an Expression of Interest form to join this exciting tour. 


The tour provides the opportunity for players to be exposed to excellent competition on first class 
pitches in an intemational environment. All players who have previously participated can testify that 
the opposition provided and the quality of all accommodation and tours are well worthwhile. 


The travelling teams will be coached by experienced Soccer NSW Coaches who regard the 
preparation and tour as a total professional learning experience. 


The tour is a fully inclusive tour and should you require an Expression of Interest form with details 
of costs and.a. Preliminary Itinerary this can be arranged by contacting Special Projects Dept at 
Soccer NSW as follows: 


Sandra Sheehan: Tel: (02) 8814 4422 Fax: (02) 9629 3770 
Email Address: projects @soccernsw.com.au 
Limited vacancies exist for supporters to tour with the squad. 
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Media and Communications Coordinator 


An exciting opportunity exists for a suitably qualified and experienced 
person to join the Corporate Communications, Media and Marketing 
(CCMM) Department at Soccer NSW in the role of Media and 
Communications Coordinator. 


Reporting to the CCMM Manager you will primarily be responsible for 
coordinating all internal and external corporate communications and seek- 
ing to identify further communication opportunities for the organisation. 


Other responsibilities will include, but not be limited to: 

@ Collation and sub-editing of editorial content for publication in / 
Australian British Soccer Weekly and Soccer NSW websites. 

@ Researching, writing, editing and distributing internal news and 
corporate publications for external stakeholders and for general 
and specialist publications. 

@ Coordinating the planning and production of corporate media. 
publications (e.g. Event Programs, Annual pee Newsletters - - 
etc). 

@ Create new leads and maintain existing poste relations with 

» hewspapers, other print media, television, radio and electronic 

media outlets for the purposes of promoting Soccer NSW and its 
stakeholders sy 

@ Coordinate Soccer NSW contributors such as jgurnalists and 
photographers. 


Essential Criteria: 

Tertiary education in Journalism/Communications, 

Experience with production/print deadlines with a strong eye for 

detail. 

Very strong written and verbal communications and excellent 

interpersonal skills, 

Ability to handle high workload and-adapt to change, - 

Experience with or strong knowledge of sporting organisations, 

. Knowledge of MS Office products, Web Authoring software, 

Adobe Photoshop or similar graphic design or photo editing 

software, = 

Must have own transport, and 

Must be able to work weekends and/or evenings, : 
This position is a Child Related Position and will be subject to a Working 
With Children Check. Prohibited Persons need not apply. Applications 
Close February 13 2004. Please forward your resume marked Private & 
Confidential to: 

Linda Christie - Human Resources 
PO BOX 6146, Baulkham Hills BC 2153 
linda@soccernsw.com.au 
P 02 8814 4400 F 02 9629 3770 


With 2004 Winter Season approaching contact Bill, 
_ Roy or Norm at the Soccer Wearhouse for Special 
Prices on Bulk Orders of Patrick, Attack, Lotto, 
Covo and Mitre soccer balls. 
Phone number (02) 8814 4437 or (02) 8814 4438 
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buy at least one big name player to bolster their ranks. In 
the last few year names such as Figo, Zidane, Ronaldo and 
Beckham have joined Real, 

‘This summer it would appear that their target is Italy and 
Roma star Francesco Totti. According to Spanish newspaper 
Marea, Totti is officially on Real’s shopping list. 

‘There are other names that have been mentioned as well 
such as Man Utd’s Dutch striker Ruud van Nistelrooy, 
‘Arsenal's French Striker Thierry Henry and Liverpool's 
Michael Owen, but Totti appears to be the favourite, 

Real’s President, Florentino Perez, apparently wishes to also 
convince veteran defender Paolo Maldini to finish his career in 
Madrid. 

The AC Milan legend apparently would be tremendous 
from a marketing point of view according to Perez. However, 
despite the fact that the great Maldini is a free agent in July, it 
is most unlikely that he will go to Madrid, 

He is currently retired from international football and has 
expressed his wish, on several occasions, to remain with his 
‘one and only club since childhood AC Milan. 

Totti though is in a completely different situation. He is still 
at the peak of his career, something that Real Madrid have 
always favoured, and has stated in the past that if he was ever 
to leave Roma then he wouldn’t mind playing at Madrid. 

The club is apparently willing to spend big on Totti, a play- 
er Who scored for Roma against Real in his club,s historic win 
at the Bernabeu Stadium in October 2002 in a Champions 
League match. 

On the subject of transfers, Dutch defender Japp Stam has 
confirmed that he will remain at Lazio at least until the end of 
the season, 

Strongly linked to a move to Inter, as well as possibly even 
Juventus or AC Milan, Stam has been confirmed as a Lazio 

er for the moment 
BENE ea cmap 
he Italian Football Federation (FIGC) has announced 
some new measures to avoid a similar situation to Rio 
Ferdinand’s happening in Italy in the near future. 

Any player that refuses to take a drugs test will be automat- 
ically excluded from the national team. However, some would 
see this as a token punishment given that major tournaments, 
such as Euro 2004, have compulsory testing of players any- 
way. 

‘There isn’t any option — you must submit to a test or you 
will be excluded from playing. 

‘The sporting and football world simply has no time to waste 
on.athletes who refuse to take a test. They should be presumed 
guilty because those who have nothing to hide will undergo the 
appropriate test, 

KkKKK 
member the name Valeri Bojinoy. He is a 17 year old 
Bulgarian player who is currently on the books at Lecce. 
He has already scored in the Serie A against Bologna and 
Reggina and in a world where the next big thing, is always 
being touted, this player would appear to be the genuine arti- 
cle. Nee 

He is one of only a handful of genuinely talented young 
players to be emerging in the Serie A today. Unlike the MLS 
inthe USA, where 14 year old Freddy Adu is playing, the Serie 
Ain recent years has been very slow in promoting young play- 
ers, 

At Inter there is the 19 year old Nigerian Obafeme Martins 
and Roma has Italy’s next-generation star Antonio Cassano but 
hie is already 21, 

Other than that the cupboard would appear to be fairly 
empty in the Serie A which might be a reflection of the stan- 
dard of competition. 

Gone aré the days where an 18 year old, such as defender 
Giuseppe Bergomi at Inter in 1982, can make a real impact in 
Ttalian football. 

Bergomi was so good that he made his debut for Italy that 
year and played in a winning World Cup final team for Italy, 
marking the German legend Karl Heinz Rummenigge in tha 
historic 3-1 final win in Madrid. ¥ 

‘Today young players are given very few chances in Italy 
‘lind are basically protected until they have matured both phys- 
ically and mentally. Wayne Rooney for instance would never 
have been given the same opportunities in Italy that he was 
afforded in England. . 

‘The obvious positive is that players are not burnt out at a 
young age but the flip side is that many talented youngsters are 
unable to showcase their skills in the Serie A. 


eal Madrid never ceases to amaze, Every sumnier they 


BOLOGNA .. 


AC MILAN .........2 
4 is of the table AC Milan extended their lead to 
“I five points over Roma and Juventus with a 2-0 
victory at Bologna. ~ 

‘Andriy Shevchenko headed home an Andrea 
Pirlo cross on 19 minutes for his league-leading 
16th goal of the season. 

With Bologna pressing for an equaliser, substi- 
tute Jon Dahl Tomasson made sure of the points 
one minute from time after collecting a Serginho 
pass, breaking the off-side trap and lobbing the ball 
over goalkeeper Gianltica Pagliuca. 


JUVENTUS 
CHIEVO ......22++.0 


Mc: Camoranesi's 10th minute volley was 
enough to give defending champions 
Juyentus all three points against Chievo Verona. 

Luigi Del Neri's side has lost all six meetings 
against Juve, who attacked from the start and could 
have added to the score but for poor finishing from 
striker Marco Di Vaio. 

With the win, Marcello Lippi's side remains five 
points behind AC Milan, but are now level with AS 
Roma on 43 points. 


BRESCIA 


ROMA .....222+++.0 
R= missed the chance to go back to the top of 

erie A after losing a scrappy encounter at 
Brescia 1-0, whose winner came from a disputed 
penalty. * 

The goal came about when Roma's Walter 
‘Samuel was adjudged to have fouled Brescia's live- 
ly striker Simone Del Nero in thé area, leaving 
Jonathan Bachini to dispatch the resulting spot- 
kick just before half time. 

Roma’s best chance fell to Antonio Cassano on 
21 minutes, however he erratically blasted wide 
from three yards after Brescia keeper Federico 
Agliardi saved Alessandro Mancini's effort, * 


INTER MILAN ..... .4 
SIENA ...........0 


lwo goals apiece from Alvaro Recoba and 
Brazilian Adriano helped Inter Milan thrash 
Siena 4-0 at the San Siro. 
The silky smooth Recoba gave Inter the lead on 
22 minutes with a magnificent left-footed strike 
that found the top left comer of the net. 


SERIE B 


Messina 2 Livorno 1, Albinoleffe 1 Treviso 0, 
Avellino 1 Triestina 0, Bari 2 Vicenza 1, 
Cagliari 2 Catania 1, Como 2 Napoli 0, 
Genoa 1 Ascoli 1, Piacenza 0 Palermo 0, 
Salernitana 2 Torino 0, Venezia 1 Atalanta 0, 
Verona 3 Ternana 2, Fiorentina 1 Pescara 1. 


WODL F A Pts 
13 1 33 -1746 
13 38-2545 - 
32-1842 
34 2541 
m4 -1940 
42 2938 
31-2438 
2 -2436— 
- 33-2734 
33-2834 
28 -2634 
31 -3133 
32 -3333 
28 -3133 
21 -2831 
23-3131 
31 -3528 
21 2526 
26-3326 
20 2126 
16 -2525 
19 -3123 
20 -3323 
2 3716 


Atalanta 
Temana 
Palermo 
Messina 
Piacenza 
Cagliari 
Livorno 
Salernitana 
Torino 
Catania 
Treviso 
Ascoli 
Triestina 
Fiorentina 
Pescara 
Albinoleffe 
‘Verona 
Vicenza 
Bari 
Venezia 
Napoli 
Como 
Genoa 
Avellino 
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Brazilian Adriano doubled the score four min- 
utes after the break, taking advantage of a slip by 
on-loan defender Roque Junior to beat keeper 
Generoso Rossi. 

Recoba added his second from the penalty spot 
after Adriano was brought down by Junior and, 10 
minutes from time, Adriano followed suit with his 
second from close range. 


PERUGIA 2 
PARMA ....-000252 


inless Perugia began brightly with Dario 
Hubner giving them an eighth minute lead 
but the score was level after 35 minutes when 
Alberto Gilardino dribbled past two defenders and 
lifted the ball over sliding keeper Zeljko Kalac. 
Domenico Morfeo put Parma deservedly ahead 
with a powerful close range blast two minutes later, 
but four minutes before the break Brazilian Ze 
Maria restored parity with a dubious penalty, 
awarded for a foul on Hubner, 


UDINESE .........1 
MODENA .........0 


last-gasp free-kick two minutes into injury- 
time by substitute Vincenzo Jaquinta gave" 
Udinese an unexpected victory over relegation 
strugglers Modena, who had dominated the match. 
Modena forward Stephen Makinwa almost_put 
them in front on 23 minutes when he broke clear of 
the defence but after rounding keeper Morgan 
DeSanctis his effort came off the post. 
Udinese defender Nestor Sensini then cleared a 
Fabio Vignaroli lob off the line. 
While Modena had the home side on the ropes 
for almost the entire match, just as it seemed head- 
ed fora draw Iquinta blasted home the winner for 


his fourth goal of the season. 
LAZIO ..... Ai | 
SAMPDORIA .. 1 


baa frustrating season showed no signs of 
ibating as they stuttered to a disappointing 
draw with Sampdoria at the Stadio Olimpico. 

Sampdoria striker Fabio Bazzani blasted home 
his 11th goal of the season four minutes after the 
restart cancelling out Stefano Fiore's 10th minute 
goal for Lazio. 


REGGINA .........2 
EMPOLI ..........0 


econd-half penalties from Francesco Cozza and 
David Di Michele gave Reggina a crucial 2-0 


. victory over fellow strugglers Empoli. 


It is a major blow for Attilio Perotti's men, who 
had travelled south hopeful of a win after picking 
up seven points from the previous three games, 
including a 1-0 victory at Inter Milan and home 


Brescia striker Simone Del Nero (right) is fouled by Roma defender Walter Samuel. 


draw with Juventus, 

Reggina's goals both came from the penalty 
spot, Francesco Cozza netting after 49 minutes and 
David Di Michele in the dying minutes. 


ANCONA ........,0 
LECCE .....2+0+0:2 


Giovanni Galeone's first game in charge at win- 
less Ancona started poorly when Uruguayan inter- 
national Emesto Chevanton scored just 47 seconds: 
into the match. 

Lecce doubled their lead when Cedric Konan 
added a second on the hour mark, as the visitors 
came away with a vital victory in their plight to 
ayoid the drop. 


SERIE 4 


Brescia 1 Roma 0, Reggina 2 Empoli 0, Ancona 
0 Lecce 2, Bologna 0 AC Milan 2, Juventus 1 
Chievo 0, Lazio 1 Sampdoria 1, Perugia 2 
Parma 2, Udinese 1 Modena 0, Inter Milan 4 
Siena 0. ~ 


P WODL F A Pis 
Milan 19153 1 379 48 
Roma 19 134 2 37.9 43 
Juventus 19 13 4 2 42,21 43 
Internazionale 19 10 5 4 33 13 35 
Parma 199 6 4 28 2133 
Lazio 19 103 6 27 2233 
Udinese 198 6 5 22 1930° 
Sampdoria «19. 7: 7-«'S. 23 21 28 
Chievo 197 4 8 21 2325 
Brescia 195 7. 7 28 3222 
Siena 195 6 8 27 2721 
Bologna 195 6 8 19 2621 
Reggina 194 8 7 18 3020 
Modena 1946 9 14 2518 
Lecce 19 4 3 12 21 35 15 
Empoli 193 4 12 14 3513 
Perugia 190 I 8 22 3511 
Ancona 190 5 147 375 
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Middlesbrough defender Andrew Davies (left) slides in on Leeds United forward Alan 
Smith. 


ARSENAL ....1..: 
MANCHESTER CITY 


Arsenal returned to the top of the premier league 
with a hard-fought 2-1 home win over Manchester 
City, 

An own goal by City defender Michael Tarnat 
and a sumptuous late strike by Thierry Henry left 
Arsenal two points ahead of Manchester United. 

Arsenal dominated a rain-swept match at 
Highbury and broke the deadlock after 39 minutes 
when Henry's teasing cross was turned in from 
close range by Tarnat. 

Thierry Henry clinched victory five minutes 
from time with a curling a shot into the top corner 
of the net from the edge of the penalty area. 

City, without a victory in 12 premier league 
games and lying 15th in the table, scored a conso- 
lation goal through French striker Nicolas Anelka 
in the dying seconds, 


BLACKBURN 


CHELSEA 

Chelsea kept up the pressure on the leaders with 
a 3-2 victory over Blackburn at Ewood Park, 
thanks to a spectacular winner from Glen Johnson. 

Chelsea looked to have been denied a deserved 
victory when Blackburn substitute Paul Gallagher 
equalised with three minutes remaining, only for 
Johnson to lash an unstoppable half-volley into the 
roof of the net from the edge of the penalty area. 

Blackburn took the lead after only three minutes 
when midfielder Garry Flitcroft neatly volleyed the 
ball into the net from close range. 

Chelsea levelled on 25 minutes, through Frank 
Lampard before the England midfielder was again 
‘on target 10 minutes before the interval, 

Blackburn equalised against the run of play 
when Gallagher turned the ball in at the far post 
from a tight angle but Johnson's late strike left 
Rovers 16th in the table, just three points above the 
relegation zone. 


LIVERPOOL .........-0 
EVERTON ....... .-..0 


It will remain one of the great soccer mysteries 
how the 197th Merseyside derby failed to produce 
a goal, 


* = One of the most entertaining derbies for years 


produced chances galore at both ends, with both 
goalkeepers outstanding. 

Everton's Nigel Martyn was the busier, two of 
his best saves coming to deny Steven Gerrard, 
while Duncan Ferguson and Wayne Rooney both 
missed sitters for Everton. 

Liverpool took control during the second half 
but Martyn and the Everton defence kept out every- 
‘thing thrown at them. _ 


MANCHESTER UTD ....3 


SOUTHAMPTON .......2 

French striker Louis Saha scored on his debut 
and Ruud van Nistelrooy struck the winner as 
United emerged with three points despite a spirited 
Southampton effort. 

Saha, signed from Fulham a week ago, put 
United ahead with a deflected free kick after 18 
minutes and Paul Scholes made it 2-0 after 37. 

Kevin Phillips brought Southampton back with 
two excellent goals either side of the break but Van 
Nistelrooy pounced in a goalmouth scramble to 
turn home the winner just after the hour. ~ 


BIRMINGHAM CITY 
NEWCASTLE UTD ......1 


Newcastle seemed on course for all three points 
but neyer-say-die Birmingham again battled to the 
end and equalised in injury time. 

Gary Speed blasted Newcastle ahead from 25 
metres after 37 minutes but substitute Stern John 
got on the end of a Kenny Cunningham free kick to 
earn a point. 


Aer | 


CHARLTON ........+++1 


BOLTON .. rir 

Bolton, who reached the League Cup final on 
Tuesday, completed a great week with another big 
win, 

They got off to a flyer when Henrik Pedersen 
scored after 24 seconds but Charlton levelled after 
12 minutes when Jonatan Johansson converted a 
cross from Claus Jensen, who then hit the wood- 
work. 


verton's Wayne Rooney (left) runs past 
Liverpool's Bruno Cheyrou during their 
match at Anfield. 
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‘The game Jost its way in the second half but 
Bolton nicked it with a deflected effort by Kevin 
Nolan in the 78th minute. 


TOTTENHAM ..... 1 

Fulham came from behind to complete their first 
league double over their London rivals -- who suf- 
fered their first defeat of the year. 

Spurs led with an 18th-minute Robbie Keane 
penalty -- making it four goals in four league 
games for the Irish striker — but Steed Malbranque 
levelled with another spot kick at the end of the 
first half. 

Goalkeeper Edwin van der Sar kept Fulham in it 
with some good saves and they took advantage 
with a diving header by Ian Pearce, touched in by 
fellow new arrival Brian McBride, in the 67th 


minute, 


LEEDS UTD 


MIDDLESBROUGH ......3 

Leeds haye secured their financial future for 
another week but they remain in dire danger on the 
pitch after their sixth successive defeat. 

Goals from Boudewijn Zenden, Joseph-Desire 
Job and Michael Ricketts — a penalty after Leeds 
keeper Paul Robinson was sent off for a last-minute 

— left Leeds rooted to the bottom. 


LEICESTER CITY ......0 


ASTON VILLA .........5 

Aftera tight first half, Villa swept to their second 
away win.of the season with alfTive goals in a 20- 
minute onslaught. 

‘Two each for Darius Vassell and Peter Crouch - 
- the big striker's first since May 2002 — and one 
for Dion Dublin left Leicester shellshocked. 

There were further problems for Leicester when 
eka 
after he ran on to the pitch. 


PORTSMOUTH 0 
WOLVERHAMPTON .....0 


Portsmouth had the best of this relegation tussle 
played ina difficult gusting wind. 

‘The home side almost snatched it at the end 
when a free kick cannoned off Wolves defender 
Lee Naylor against a post. 


Manchester United’s new signing Louis 
Saha (centre) is mobbed after scoring on 
his debut in the 3-2 win over 
Southampton 


Birmingham City 1 Newcastle Utd 1, Charlton 1 Bolton 
2, Fulham 2 Tottenham 1, Leeds Utd 0 Middlesbrough 3, 
Leicester City 0 Aston Villa 5, Liverpool 0 Everton 0, 
Manchester Utd 3 Southampton 2, Portsmouth 0 Wolves 
0, pea ee 1, Blackburn 2 Chelsea 3, 

WwW LF A Pts 

Arsenal A 16 44 15 55 
Man Utd 2317 
Chelsea 23 15 
Charlton. 23 10 
Liverpool : 2B 
Newcastle 
Fulham 
Bolton 
Birmingham 
Southampton 
Aston Villa 
Middlesbrough 
Tottenham 
Everton 
Man City 
Blackburn 
Portsmouth 
Leicester 
Wolverhampton. 
Leeds 
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Cardiff 0 Nottingham Forest 0, Coventry 1 Ipswich 
1, Crewe 1 Millwall 2, Crystal Palace 3 Wimbledon 1, 
Gillingham 1 Bradford 0, Norwich 1 Sheffield Utd 0, 
Reading 3 Derby 1, Stoke 3 Walsall 2, West Bromwich 
3 Watford 1, West Ham 2 Rotherham 1, Wigan (| 


Millwall 
Cardiff 

Stoke 

Crystal Palace 
Crewe 
Coventry 
Gillingham 


Bee megane deunr 


Wimbledon 


Sheffield Wed 1 Wycombe 1, Blackpool 2 Swindon 2, 
Brentford 3 Port Vale 2, Brighton 2 Plymouth 1, 
Chesterfield 4 QPR 2, Colchester 1 Tranmere 1, Notts 
County 1 Barnsley 1, Rushden 4 Oldham 1, Stockport 2 
Peterborough 2, « 
Plymouth 
QPR 
Bristol City 
Barnsley 
Brighton 
Swindon 
Wrexham 
Hartlepool 
Port Vale 
Rushden & D'monds 
Luton 
Bournemouth 
Blackpool 
Colchester 
Sheff Wed 
‘Tranmere 
Oldham 
Brentford 
Grimsby 
Peterborough 
Chesterfield 
Stockport 
Notts County 
Wycombe 
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complete a scintillating comeback by 

Real Madrid, who go back to the top of 
the Primera Liga after beating Valladolid 3-2 in a 
game which also saw both teams reduced to 10 
men. 

‘Two goals down at half-time thanks to a double 

“from Oscar Gonzalez, Madrid produced a superb 
second-half performance to seal victory thanks to 
goals from Zinedine Zidane, a Luis Figo penalty and 
Brazilian star Ronaldo. 

Title-chasing Valencia destroyed Malaga 6-1 after 
defender Mauricio Pellegrino gave his own side a 
‘scare when he appeared to faint in the first half. 

Less than a week after the death of Benfica's 
Hungarian striker Miklos Feher after a suspected 
heart attack, La Rosaleda grew quiet as the 
Argentinian international Pellegrino fell to the 
ground when running. 

He attempted to stand up, but then fell to the pitch 
again and was eventually stretchered off and taken to 
hospital to be examined by doctors. 

Valencia were not to be distracted, however, 
putting Malaga to the sword. 

Mista opened the scoring just four minutes in 


R= scored a last-minute winner to 


erder Bremen remains four points 
clear at the top of the Bundesliga 
after beating Hertha Berlin 4-0. 

Ailton took his tally for the season’ to 18 with a 
first-half brace as Hertha's new coach Hans Meyer 
tasted defeat in his first match in charge. 

Former French international Johan Micoud added 
number three in the 34th minute to effectively kill the 
game, before Nelson Valdes added more gloss to the 
finial score with virtually the last kick. 

Stuttgart stayed in touch with a routine 2-0 defeat 
of Hansa Rostock. 

Aleksander Heb fired the home side into a 59th- 
minute lead and Kevin Kuranyi gave them another 
14 minutes from time as they climbed to second in 
the table and remained just four points adrift of 
Werder Bremen. 

It was a bad day for Bayern Munich who are six 
points adrift of the league leaders after being held to 
a 1-1 draw by Bintracht Frankfurt. 

Roy Makaay gave the defending Bundesliga 
champions the perfect start to 2004 by netting his 
17th of the season after just 39 seconds. 

But honours ended even when Hennig Chris was 
fouled by Bayern defender Bixente Lizarazu in the 
area, and Ervin Skela slotted home the resulting spot- 
Kick on the stroke of half time. 

Bayern's city rivals 1860 Munich clinched a 2-1 
win over Kaiserslautern at the Olympic Stadium. 

Benjamin Lauth was the hero as he put the hosts 
ahead in the 18th minute and grabbed the winner five 
minutes before the break. s 

Vratislay Lokyene equalised for Kaiserslautem on 
25 minutes, but it was Lauth who made the differ- 
ence between the two sides as 1860 put daylight 
between themselves and the bottom three. 


Real Madrid's Brazilian striker Ronaldo (f 


(foreground) 
tackled by fellow countryman Julio Cesar of Valladolid. 


before Ricardo Oliveira extended the lead cither side 
of half time with a blistering hat-trick while 
Marchena and David Albelda compounded Malaga’s 
agony, 

An injury-time header from Demis Nikolaidis 
denied Osasuna what would have been a well- 
deserved three points, and gave 10-man Atletico 
Madrid a share of the spoils with a 1-1 result. 

Valdo had given the visitors a 24th minute lead 
which they never really looked like relinquishing as 
they frustrated the home side throughout a niggly 
second half, 

All looked lost for Atletico when Carlos Aguilera 


The snow fell in abundance this week at Bochum 
so it was fitting they were able to put the big freeze 
ona Wolfsburg side without the creative influence of 
Andres D'Alessandro. 

Frank Farhenhorst scored the only goal of the 
game, heading in Dariusz Wosz's comer past a help- 
Jess Simon Jentzsch. The 1-0 win takes Bochum up 
to fifth. 

Lukas Podolski's second-half strike gave Cologne 
a crucial 1-0 derby win over Borussia 


Moenchengladbach, and moved his side out of the ~ 


relegation zone in the process. 

Tt was just the sixth win of the season for Marcel 
Koller's side; who move above Kaiserslautern and 
out of the bottom three. : 


Stuttgart's midfielder Horst Heldt (right) 
vies for the ball with Hansa Rostock’s 
Joakim Persson. 


was dismissed in the 75th minute, but 
Nikoliadis snatched an unlikely point 
in the dying seconds when he headed 
home Ariel Ibagaza's deep comer at 
the far post. 

Alejandro Lembo scored 10 minutes 
from half time for the only goal of the 
game as Real Betis downed Celta Vigo 
| 1-0. 

"| Barcelona eased the pressure on of 
coach Frank Rijkaard with a 5-0 
thrashing of 10-man Albacete at the 
‘Nou Camp. 

Xavi Hernandez gave them the first- 
half lead before Albacete caved in at 
the start of the second half, conceding 
three goals to Javier Saviola, Ricardo 
Quaresma and Edgar Davids - his first 
since joining the club on loan from 
Juventus. 

Albacete's Ludovic Delporte was sent 

off in the 77th minute for a second 
| bookable offence before substitute 

Luis Enrique scored the final goal in 

stoppage time to complete the rout. 

Espanyol boosted their fight to stay in 
the Primera Liga with an impressive 0- 
1 win at the expense of European 
hopefuls Villarreal. 

The only goal of the match came from Romanian 
forward Claudiu Raducanu just a minute from full- 
time. 

Athletic Bilbao recorded their first ever victory at 
Real Mallorca with a 3-1 win at the Son Moix. 

Athletic were on the back foot in the first quarter 
of the game, but they managed to take an early lead 
when Francisco Yeste curled in a quick left-footed 
free-kick. 

Real Sociedad continued their perfect winning 
start to 2004 with a 1-0 win against a resilient Racing 
~ Santander side. 

Valeri Karpin scored the only goal of the game 


is 


Ina game of few chances, Moenchengladbach cre- 
ated next to nothing and will themselves need to start 
winning games soon if they are to avoid being 
dragged into the relegation battle. 


A German record crowd of 83,000 watched — 


Schalke down 0-1 at the 
Westfalenstadion. 

Dortmund, who have now not won in the leagtie 
for seven matches, missed two penalties before suc- 
cumbing to an 89th minute strike from Schalke sub- 
stitute Ebbe Sand in a tense Ruhr Valley derby in 
which each team had a man sent off. 

Schalke keeper Frank Rost saved penalties from 
Jan Koller (ninth minute) and Torsten Frings (74). 

Dortmund's Czech midfielder Tomas Rosicky was 
sent off for a second bookable offence in the 43rd 
minute while Schalke defender Thomas Klaesener 
was dismissed for handling the ball that led to 
Dortmund’s second penalty, 

Leverkusen missed the chance to close in on 
Werder following a 1-0 defeat at Freiburg, and now 
have only one win in six matches. 

Freiburg, who had conceded 10 goals in their last 
two matches, climbed to ninth after a 54th minute 
half-volley from the edge of the penalty area by mid- 
fielder Roda Antar. 

Hanover's 3-2 victory over Hamburg was their 
first in four matches and the win also ended 
Hamburg's six match run without defeat. 

Bosnian striker Sergej Barbarez opened the scor- 
ing for Hamburg in the eighth minute, heading in a 
fine cross from Raphael Wicky before Serbian mid- 
fielder Nebojsa Krupnikovic converted a 13th 
minute penalty after a hand ball from Bernd 
Hollerbach. 

American Clint Mathis, on his debut, grabbed the 


Dortmund” 
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from the penalty spot just after the hour when 
Racing's Juan Juanma fouled Gabriel Schurrer in the 
area - collecting his second yellow, and subsequent 
ly a red card in the process. 

A first-half goal from striker Ricardo Richi gave 
Murcia a crucial three points in a relegation battle 
with Real Zaragoza. 

The victory, the first under the club's new coach 
John Toshack, is only the second of a disappointing 
season for Murcia who remain rooted to the bottom 
of the table.” 


second in the 28th minute before Jaime scored a third 
in the 76th minute. 


Hamburg replied a minute later with a Bernardo 
Romeo header to set up an exciting finale. 


29° 


Scottish 
Premier League 


watches on. 


elentless Celtic main- 
tained their lead at 
the top of the 


Scottish Premier League to 14 
points following a 5-1 demoli- 
tion of Kilmarnock at 
Parkhead. 

Jim Jefferies’ visitors will 
have been pleased with a goal- 
less first half but they were then 
torn apart as the Bhoys produced 
a second-half goal blitz. 

The visitors! defence was 
finally breached in the 55th 
minute when Didier Agathe 
opened the floodgates. 

He played a neat one-two with 
John Hartson inside the area and 
then thundered home an unstop- 
pable right-foot shot. 

Hartson himself doubled the 
advantage 10 minutes later 
before Henrik Larsson and 
Stephen Pearson put a 21st con- 
secutive SPL win beyond doubt 
with two goals in as many min- 
tutes, 

Eric Skora's consolation with 
six minutes remaining was can- 
celled out by a second for 
Hartson in the dying seconds. 

Scottish champions Rangers 
won 1-0 at bottom team Partick 
Thistle after a late winner from 
Danish winger Peter 
Lovenkrands. 

Lovenkrands's 76th-minute 
strike reduced Celtic's lead at the 
top of the standings to 11 points 


Celtic’s John Hartson (right) heads 
home as a Kilmarnock defender 


though his joy was short 
lived when he was car- 
ried off with an ankle 
injury five minutes later. 
Rangers move on to 53 
points from 22 games 
with Celtic on 64 after 
their rout of Kilmarnock. 
Rangers struggled to 
find any real momentum 
at Firhill despite seeing 
Dutch defender Frank de 
Boer make an assured 
debut after his move 
from Galatasaray this 
week. 

Lovenkrands had a pow- 
erful first-half drive 
clawed over the bar by 
| Kenny Arthur but he 
gave the Partick keeper 
no chance when another 
venomous shot flew low 
into the net to secure the 
points, 

Partick remain 10 points adrift 
of second-bottom Aberdeen and 
face an uphill struggle to avoid 
relegation. 

Hibernian and Dundee battled 
out a 1-1 draw in their mid-table 
clash at Easter Road, 

Mark Fotheringham handed 
the visitors a timely lead on the 
stroke of half-time but Derek 
Riordan's penalty ensured then 
points were shared, 

Hibs thought they were on 
course to win the game when 
Riordan found the back of the net 
again with 10 minutes left before 
a linesman raised his flag for off- 
side. 

Dunfermline made the short 
trip home from Dundee United 
empty-handed after a closely- 
contested 1-0 loss at Tannadice. 

The Pars had an excellent 
chance to move into third place 
in the SPL however a solitary 
STth-minute goal from Jim 
McIntyre earned all three points 
for the Tannadice side against a 
disappointing Dunfermline. 

Finally, the games between 
Livingston and Hearts and 
Motherwell and Aberdeen were 
both postponed due to bad 
weather, typical Scottish winter 
has taken its toll in more ways 
than one thus causing these 
games to be un-playable. 


Greek Ethniki 
Katigoria 


9 20 30 12 
tl 1 34 10 
13 17 54.8 


razilian midfield player 

Fabio Rochemback 

missed a penalty as 
Sporting Lisbon were held to a 
1-1 draw at home by Porto in 
the top-of-the-table meeting in 
the Portuguese Superliga. « 

Defender Jorge Costa gave the 
visitors the lead as early as the 
eighth minute at the José 
Alvalade stadium. 

Parity was restored in the 69th 
minute when Pedro Barbosa 
relieved Rochemback of his 
penalty-taking duties and stepped 
up to the spot to tuck away. Porto 
remain five points ahead of their 
closest rivals at the top of the 
standings. ” 

Pagos de Ferreira eventually 
overcame Gil Vicente 3-2. José 
Manuel scored in either half and 
Gustayo Manduca was also on 


Portuguese 
Superliga 


target in a match in which 
Pinheiro and Yuri collected the 
goals for the visitors before the 
interval. 

*Adriano’s 22nd-minute goal 
was enough to secure a 1-0 away 
victory against Estrela da 
Amadora, Valente and Evandro 
steered Rio Ave toa 2-1 defeat of 
Maritimo while Leiria and 
Belenenses drew 1-1. Vitoria and 
Boavista also drew 1-1. 

Fourth-placed Braga fought 
out another 1-1 draw against 
Moreirense. 

Benfica, in their first match 
since the tragic death of Miklés 
Fehér, complete the programme 
of fixtures against AA Coimbra 
who played on Tuesday but due 
to deadlines were unable to print 
the final result. 


‘ys Coimbra — Tuesday AEDT). 


Rio Ave 2 Maritimo 1, Pacos de Ferreira 3 Gil Vicente 2, 
Anradora 0 Nacional 1, Leiria 1 Belenense 1, Guimaraes 1 
| Boayista 1, Sporting 1 Porto 1, Braga 1 Moreirense 1, (Benfica 


Reales 


Rate strats ech na le: ataa=a 
aati 


iS 
cas 


African 
Nations Cup 


uinea striker 

Aboubacar Titi 

Camara struck 
a late equaliser as his 
side held Tunisia 1-1 to 
qualify for the African 
Nations Cup quarter- 
finals as runners-up in 
group A behind the 
Tunisians. 

Titi Camara, the former 
Olympique Marseille, 
West Ham United and 
Liverpool striker rounded 
goalkeeper Khaled Azaiez 
and blasted the ball into 
the net in the 84th minute 
to score for the third suc- 
cessive game. 

Paris St Germain mid- 
fielder Slim Benachour, 
returning from a one- 
match suspension after his 
red card in the opening 
match against 

Rwanda, had put the 
hosts ahead with a 


superbly-taken goal in the 
58th minute 

Guinea finished with 
five points from three 
games. A 


would have left them with 
an identical record to 


“Rwanda, who beat the 


Democratic Republic of 
Congo 1-0, which would 
have required the drawing 
of lots. 

Tunisia, who had 
already qualified and top 
the group with seven 
points, again spoiled their 
performance with their 
infamous niggling and 
playacting. 

The game was threaten- 
ing to peter out into a tame 
draw when Benachour 
collected a pass outside 
the penalty area, cut inside 
his marker and fired a shot 
beyond goalkeeper 
Kemoko Camara. 

The goal brought the 
game -- played on a 
Muslim holiday with the 
stadium only half full -- to 
life but Tunisia failed to 
capitalise on several good 
openings and paid the 
price when Titi Camara 
struck with six minutes 


1-0 defeat left. 


Tinta 2 Rwanda t 
25th January 
DR Congo 1 Guinea vi 
28th January: 

Rwanda 1 ¥ Guinea 1 ~ 
28th January 

“Tunisia 3 yDR Congo 0. 
Rote: i 
Tun 
| sseRebrar: 

Rwanda 1 y DR Congo 0 


egal 
Barkina Faso 


“Algeria v Zimbabwe 
GroupB- 
Sen 


3rd February 


“Group D- 
Nigeria 
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jax returned to 
+ the Eredivisie 
summit after 
maintaining their perfect 


home record with a com- 
fortable 4-0 victory over 
ADO Den Haag. 

Nigel De Jong set the 
Amsterdammers on their 


league win at the 
Amsterdam Arena this sea- 
son after five minutes. 

Victor Sikora made it 
two on 19, and Wesley 
Sneijder virtually killed off 
the game seven minutes 
before the break. 

Romanian Nicolae Mitea 
completed an easy win 12 
minutes from time, 

PSV Eindhoven main- 
tained pressure at the top 
with a straightforward 3-0 


Victory over — Vitesse 
Armhem, 
John De Jong opened the 


scoring on the stroke of 
half time, and late strikes 
from Jan Vennegoor of 
Hesselink and Arjen 
Robben wrapped up the 
win. 

De Jong's opener was a 
finish of real class, drilling 
home instinctively from 10 
yards after a great run and 
oross from the man of the 
match. 

Arouna Kone struck 
twice in the first half as 
Roda JC dealt a blow to AZ 
Alkmaar's hopes of a third- 
place finish with a 3-1 win. 

Feyenoord made it three 
wins from three Eredivisie 
matches in 2004 with a 3-2 
win over Twente, but they 
did their best to blow it 
against a never-say-die 
Enschede side, 


Dutch 


Eredivisie 


way to a 10th straight 


The Rotterdam club 
were flying after 68 min- 
utes as two goals from 
Thomas Buffel - either side 
of a Dirk Kuyt strike - saw 
them build a 3-0 lead. 

But Twente set up a 
grandstand finish when 
Sjaak Polak pulled one goal 
back 13 minutes from time, 
and then Ramon Zomer 
further reduced arrears a 
minute from the end. 

A late penalty from 
Maurice Buys handed 
struggling Volendam their 
first away win of the season 
against 10-man Groningen. 

Buys netted from the 
spot 15 minutes from time 
after 

Groningen's Mathias 
Floren was sent off in the 
81st minute to complete a 
miserable afternoon for the 
home side. 

Tom Caluwe scored 
three minutes from time to 
save a point for Willem II 
from their home game with 
NAC Breda, 

Zwolle had to settle for a 
point against 10-man 
Utrecht and remain well 
adrift at the bottom, 

When = Jasar — Takak 
scored after 10 minutes it 
looked as though the rele- 
gation-threatened home 
side could be on course for 
three precious points. 

However, — Abdelhali 
Chaiat's 36th-minute strike 
ensured parity was restored 
for the Amstel Cup holders. 

NEC Nijmegen pushed 
further away for the 
Eredivisie drop zone with a 
hard-fought 2-1 victory at 
RKC. 


the age of 90 on Saturday, 
Leonidas, whose health 


on its official website, 


third. 


Poland. 


ance at the 1934 World Cup. 


emis Nikolaidis says 

he is part of a con- 

sortium hoping to 
buy debt-ridden AEK 
Athens, the club’s former 
striker said last week. 

The 30-year-old Greece 
international, now playing at 
‘Atletico Madrid, remains a 
hero at the Greek first divi- 
sion club where he played 
for eight seasons before 
moving to Spain last-year. 

“Over the last few days an 


decline for years, died ata clinic in the town 
of Cotia outside Sao Paulo after a long fight 
jagainst Alzheimer’s disease and diabetes, the 
‘Brazilian Football Confederation (CBF) said 


Known as the “Black Diamond’ and one of 
the first players to attempt the bicycle kick on 
the international stage, Leonida’ scored eight 
goals at the 1938 World Cup where Brazil 
made their mark for the first time by finishing 


His tally included four goals in Brazil’s 
opening game of the tournament against 


Leonidas also scored on his only appear- 
Known also as the ‘Rubber Man’ because 


lof his elusive dribbling skills, he made the 
headlines away from soccer in 1941 when he 


Nikolaidis to 


had been in 


Cups. 


Bicycle-kick legend 
Leonidas dies at 90 


razilian soccer great Leonidas da 
Silva, recognised as one of the earli- 

est exponents of the bicycle kick and 
topscorer at the 1938 World Cup, died at 


spent eight months in prison after being 
found guilty of falsifying a certificate 
exempting him from military service. 

Bom in 1913, he played for two clubs in 
Rio de Janeiro before moving to Uruguay to 
play for Penarol in 1933. 

The following year Leonidas returned to 
Brazil and played for three of the four major 
clubs in Rio de Janeiro - Vasco da Gama, 
Botafogo and Rio de Janeiro 8 - up until 
1940. 


After being released from jail, he spent 
seven years playing for Sao Paulo, where 
more than 70,000 people turned out to watch 
his debut in 1942, but the World War I pre- 
vented him from playing at any more World 


He had a brief spell as Sao Paulo coach 
after retiring from the game as a player but 


was clearly more comfortable in his subse- 


quent role as a radio commentator, a job he 


performed for around 20 years. 


effort has been going on, in 
which I'm involved, to find a 
permanent solution to the 
ownership | of  AEK,’ 
Nikolaidis told his official 
website. 

‘There will discussions 
with the current shareholders 
in the near future,” he added. 

The Athens club faces a 
bill for unpaid taxes of up to 
17 million euros ($21.28 
million) according to the 
Greek financial crimes unit 


Leonidas scored 25 goals in 26 appear- 
ances for his country, 


Putting his shares in it 
— Demis Nikolaidis 
wants to buy his 
former club AEK 
Athens, 

(SDOE) and has changed 
president three times in the 

last 18 months. 

Nikolaidis, who has a tat- 
too of the club’s emblem on 
his shoulder, also hit out at 
fans who drove out coach 
Dusan Bajevic. 

‘The veteran Serb resigned 
after his second spell at the 
club on Monday in the wake 
of a lengthy hate campaign 
led by supporters unable to 
forgive his 1996 defection to 
local-rivals Olympiakos. 

‘If they think it’s a victory 
to drive out a coach with 
such an unethical approach... 
then shortly they will do the 
same again.” 

The club has so far 
declined to comment on a 
buyout but denied that they 
were in talks with Italian 
coach Marco Tardelli over 
taking the helm. 


eaders Monaco 
were held to a 1- 
1 draw by Paris 


St Germain, giving rivals 
plenty of encouragement 
in a title race that looked 
to be over at Christmas 


time. The draw was 
Monaco's third in a row, 

Monaco took the lead 
after 26 minutes when 
Jerome Rothen fired in a 
free-kick and Sebastien 
Squillaci deflected the ball 
into the net via the post. 

Just five minutes later it 
was all-square when PSG 
equalised through Gabriel 
Heinze. 

Fabrice Fiorese fired a 
comer into the danger zone 
and with Monaco goal- 
keeper Flavio Roma failing 
to claim the ball Heinze 
timed his run well and 
headed home the leveller. 

Lyon closed the gap on 
Monaco to four points after 
grinding out a narrow 1-0 
victory at Toulouse. 

Vikash Dhorasoo 
grabbed the winning goal 
on the hour in an entertain- 
ing encounter, 

Djibril Cisse struck 
twice in the first half - tak- 
ing his tally to 19 for the 
season - as Auxerre ham- 
mered Bordeaux 5-Qfo go 
third. 

Ivory Coast's Kanga 
Akale also scored twice 


with Finland international ~ 


Teemu Tainio adding the 
other. 

Sochaux underlined 
their determination to play 
Champions League foot- 
ball next season by coming 
from. behind to beat 
Marseille 2-1. 


European hopefuls 
Nantes held on for a tight 
1-0 win at Le Mans despite 
playing the whole of the 
second half with 10 men. 

Ivory Coast _ striker 
Dagui Bakari bought Lens 
coach Joel Muller some 
breathing space with a for- 
tunate 72nd-minute winner 
against Strasbourg,” 

Goalkeeper Vincent 
Fernandez dropped a 72nd- 
minute cross and Bakari 
stabbed home from close 
range to claim the points. 

Gabonese” striker Eric 
Mouloungui had given the 
visitors the lead just before 
the hour but Martin Ekani 
replied for Lens 10 minutes 


later before Bakari 
snatched the winner 
moments later. 

Desperate Guingamp 


were beaten 2-0 at home in 
the ‘Battle of Brittanyyas 
Rennes scored twice in 
nine second-half minutes. 
Georges Ba's second-half 
goal grabbed a share of the 
spoils for Nice to deny 
Ajaccio maximum reward 
in their battle to ayoid the 
drop. 

On-loan Tottenham mid- 
fielder Milenko Acimovic 
scored the only goal of the 
game as Lille moved away 
from the relegation zone 
after victory against fellow 
strugglers Metz. 

Bastia keeper Nicolas 
Penneteau made two 
world-class saves to earn 
his side a good point at fel- 
low Ligue 1 strugglers 
Montpellier. 
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